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PREFACE. 



A BESiDENCH of eight years — two of which have 
been passed in my present ofBcial poution under Her 
Majesty's Qovemment — on the Western Coast of 
Africa, will, I trust, be considered a saffi(»ent joatifi- 
cation for laying the followiog pages before the public. 

My first experiences there having been in a Medical 
capacity, I made the subject of Afin^an malaria and 
fever my continuous and attentive study. The truth 
of the old maxim that ** prevention is better than cure," 
with which I commenced my professional duties at Old 
Kolabar in the year 1850, which I followed up in the 
Kiger Expedition of 1854, and which I still practise 
as well as preach, has been abundantiy confirmed in 
my experience. 

I have introduced into the following pages a few 
passages relating to Madeira, Sierra Leone, and the Km 
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Coast, as well as some of the observations on M^aria 
and Fever, which appeared in my " Narrative of the 
Niger, Tshadda, and Binue Exploration." I was led 
to adopt this course in order to make the Darratave of 
Toyi^ng along the coast consecutive, and on account 
of the importance so long attached to the bugbears 
of African malaria and fever. 

The commerce of Africa, like the intelligence of its 
people, is yet in a condition little better thui that of 
helpless infancy. I do not entertain as great hope 
reppecting the hereafter of this conntry, from its ivory, 
gold dust, or copper ore, aa &om the industrial imiducts 
of its cotton, shefr-butter, and palm oiL 

To some it may appear a flight of imagination to 
r^ard the slave population as the future workers in 
developing these resources (or their own and their 
country's good, as well as for the promotion of the com- 
mercial interests of the British nation. Nevertheless, 
ever ance I became acquainted with the negro cha- 
racter I have entert^ned this opinion ; and it ia 
strengthened by a daily increasing knowledge of the 
tribes who trade up the rivers within my consular 
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jurisdiction, &a well as by the conditiona of aocietj 
wLich ezbt in the countries Tinted and described by 
those illustrious and indefatigable travellers, Doctors 
Bartb and Livingstone. 

Bkitibh Corsuute:, 
Fernando Fo, 

Junnarj let, ISSB. 
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IMPRESSIONS 
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CHAPTER I. 

Sttiiing Iniin Liverpool. — Atlajitic Ses-Bickneit. — The Madeiru. — 
Legends of their FirR Discoverj. — ImpreMioni of FnncliaL — The 
Fanis. — Ride np to the Church of Ifous Seahorn del Monte. — View 

from the Small Corral. — General Aipect of Fnncha! The Import) 

to Madeira. -^Cannr; Islaoda. — Visit to Santa Cmx, the Capital of 
Teneriffe, — The Heatra and Market- place at Santa Crm. — The 
Chnrch of St Barbara. — Fecnliaritiea of the lohabitanls met in the 
Streets. — Height of the Peak of Teneriffe. — Baron Von Homlxddt'a 
OpiniOD of its last Eruption. — Wonders and BeantieB of the Tropical 
Sea. — Fifing Fiih and nightl/ Fhosphorescence. 

Chill and gloomy was the morning of Monday the 
23rd of September, 1856, as I sailed from the port of 
Liverpool, on my first voyage to the Bight of Biafra, 
Weatem Africa. 

But gloomier by far than the weather-were the feel- 
ings that held the minds of all to whom I had bade 
fareweU on that day. The name of thia part of the 
world had been aBsociated with such horrors, that my 
friends viewed my going to it in the light of a perverse 
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2 IMFBESSIOKS OF WE3TXBN AFBICA. 

fatuity, little short of self-immoktioD. I had made a 
resolution for the venture ; and yet I could not be 
obstinate enough to contradict the force of tlieir argu- 
ments save by a passive adherence to my original inten- 
tion. To Western Africa ! The grave of Europeans 
and the plague-spot of the world I No wonder that 
their impressionB should very materially influence my 
spirits at the time of departure ; but I was buoyed up 
by a hope — which experience has since confirmed — 
that Western Africa is in a great measure made the 
grave of Europeans by Europeans themselves. 

After the bustle of setting our ship in sailing trim 
was over, and our crew had been divided into watches, 
on the following day we lay, as evemng approached, 
midway between Kingstown and Holyhead — the ocean 
and atmosphere around us as placid as in the most per- 
fect tropical calm. It was an evening for sober and quiet 
meditation over the past and towards the future, but 
not in the slightest degree suggestive of the horrors 
of the ensuing fortnight's snfierings. 

Four days brought us clear of the dangers of the 
Channel. The Tuskar lighthouse and Saltee islands 
were distinctly seen as our ship sailed by their localities 
on the Irish coast; and the last glimpse of British 
territory was the peak of the hill overtowering Dnn- 
garvan, about forty miles north of Cork. 

To say that our passage across the Atlantic was very 
rough and stormy could give no one a correct idea of 
what I endured. Should the reader have never made 
this voyage, let him not imagine he knows anything of 
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THE MADEIRAS. 3 

the luakdj called eea-eicknesa. The form of that disease 
Buffered in small boats or in eteamere trading coasts 
wiee beara no more resemblance to the Atlantic sea- 
sickness than an ordinary cold in the head does to 
cholera morbus. I have laughed very heartily, and no 
doubt many have done the same, at the inimitable 
description of it given by Dickens in his '* American 
Notes," but one would hardly believe the vast difference 
between reading a written sketch, however graphic, and 
going through its actual endurance for a fortnight. 

In about three weeks land was again in view, and 
with it came a change in the temperature of the air 
that was very agreeable. This was the cluster of the 
"Madeiras," the main island being the first of the group 
visible, seeming like a huge cinder looming out of the 
sea, as all islands appear whose outlines are perceptible 
at a single coup d'ceil. On a nearer approach to it we 
had evidences, of v^etable life and human habitation, 
pictured in the thick brushwood and neat white cottages, 
that afforded a pleasing contrast to the dark, craggy, 
and beetling masses of rocks, which formed a rugged 
ridge over the extent of the island, and were overtopped 
by the Pico Buiva Away to the east was the island 
of Porto Santo, a very chaotic mass of basalt, present- 
ing varied hues, that had quite a picturesque combin- 
ation in the glowing sunshine. On the eastern aide of 
Madeira some small villages were observed near the sea, 
close by the outlets of ravines, and having a convent or 
chapel in each. 
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One of these was Machico, called after the mao 
whose memory is hallowed here for his being the first 
discoverer of Madeira, according to the followiog ro- 
man tic story. 

Robert Haclmi, with Anna d'Arfet, sidled from 
Bristol to escape the wrath of the lady's friends, aa she 
had been -forced inio a previous marriage with one 
whom her heart loathed. They intended to land on the 
coast of France. But, as the course of true love has 
never run smooth, so it was with this hapless pair, who, 
being driven by a storm &r away to sea, at length 
arrived at this unknown and uninhabited island. The 
period ef this occurrence ia given as the year 1344, and 
their landing-place as the village now called Machico, 
where there is a chapel built to their memory. A cross 
is also shown here that has the reputation of having 
been placed over their graves by the crew of the ahip 
that brought them out, and who remained only long 
enough to see them buried. 

The record farther goes, to the effect that between 
1417 and 1419 some Spaniards, who had settled at Porto 
Santo after the conquest of the Canaries in 1402, 
s^ed towards the S.W. from seeing a dark cloud 
constantly in that direction, and discovered the island 
of Madeira with the cross over the graves of Bobert 
Machico and Anna d'Arfet. . 

Another story is told of the discovery of Madeira by 
the original Portuguese settlers at Porto Santo. Accord- 
ing to this. Prince Henry, a younger son of John I. 
fitted out a vessel entrusted to two gentlemen, who 
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liad inatructiona to use tlieir utmost ecdeavoars to 
double Cape Bojador, and thence to eteer southward. 
A sudden squall drove them out to sea, as thej were 
trying to sail along the shore — the only eystem of navi- 
gation known in those days — and so they soon found 
themselves safely landed on an island which they 
named Porto Santo. They returned to Portugal, and the 
following year three ships were manned and sent out 
to take possession of it. They had not been long Uiere 
ere they were attracted by a dark spot southward on the 
horizon, and, conjecturing it might be land, they sailed 
towards it, finding it to he uninhabited and covered with 
trees, whence they designated it Madeira.* 

Not daring to doubt the romance of Strephon and 
his Phyllis having come out and died just in time to let 
the sailors return together, I am rather incredulous as 
to the Portuguese suspecting land to he S.W. from 
Porto Santo by a dark cloud only, as the southern 
extremity of that island is only thirty-five miles from 
the harbour of Funcha!; and the Pico Buivo in 
Madeira rises to a height of 6053 feet above the level 
of the sea. 

But the poetry of this record is completely annulled 
by Mr. White, who, in his work on Madeiraf, entitles 
the story of Bobert and Anna "a romantic and pro- 
bably fabulous narrative." He attributes its discovery 

* Uadeira is the Fortagnese irord for wood. 

t Madeira, its Climate aod Scenery. Sy Hobitt White. London : 
Craddock and Co, Patecnosiw Bow. 1851. 
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" to Joas GoDzalves da Camera (commonly called 
Torgo, or Squint-eye) and Trletae vaz Saxeira, under 
the auspices of Don Heniy, the Conquistador, eon of 
King John I, of Portugal, in July 1419." 

Bounding the sharp rocke of Funto San Lorenzo, 
relieved hy ocoaelonal patches of verdure on the loftier 
places about, and hy the white sails of a few fishing- 
boats coming out from Funofaal, we stand in for the 
harbour. The Loo rook, with its citadel, the custom- 
house, Governor's mansion, with the church of Nossa 
Senhora del Monte on the bill, are the chief attractive 
features of Funchal seen from the roadstead. We are 
landed on shore b; one of the native boats, that are 
turned stern in by the rowers, and with the assistance 
of a surging wave joined to a rope pulled by some 
hands on the beach, are hauled up, high and dry, on 
the pebbles. Hard by is a lofty column of blowsy- 
looking bricks which was used as a lighthouse, at some 
remote age. In a few moments a number of men and 
boys are around, — some with sticks, and others with 
baskets to sell ; more wanting us to engage horses, 
which are not used for draught at Funchal, but are 
kept to be let out on hire for riding. A walk up a 
street between the Governor's and the custom-house 
brings us to the Farvis, used for a loungiug and 
fashionable promenade in the evening, where gigantic 
plants, bearing flowers, give a grateful shade, and show 
a handsome bloom. Of the magnolia, J. observed a 
specimen in the comer near the cathedral, with a 
cream-white blossom on it as large aa the crown of a 
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maa'a bat. From the ParviB, the Terreiro del Se leads 
to ODe of the fruit markets, protected by walls and iron 
railings, with two parallel sheds at either end, and a 
number of wooden housee in the centre, the whole 
surrounded, inside the walls, by lofty chestnut trees. 

FuDchal contains about 30,000 inhabitants, or 
nearly one fourth of the population of the Island. 
The houses in the town are very high, and the streets, 
which are paved with basalt, are narrow, so narrow, 
indeed, that there is no room for side pathways for 
pedestrians. The character of Madeira for salubrity, 
particularly for persons affected with pulmonary com- 
plaints, is too well known for me to descant upon it. 
The thermometer is never below 53° Fahr,, its mean 
annual temperature being 66°. Sometimes, but rarely, 
there is snow on the tops of Pico Buivo and Pico 
Grande, but it is never seen lower than 2000 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

The beauty of the eoenery surrounding Funchal is 
indescribable, hills, peaks, cliffs, and ravines being 
interspersed with vegetation of every shade, and con- 
trasted here and there with the white faces of country 
houses. 

On horseback I and away up to the church of K ossa 
Senhora del Monte I up a hill so steep that the wonder 
is how the horse never misses a step as he clatters 
over the basaltic pavement I over one of many bridges 
that cross a bed for a river, running the whole length 
of the town from the Curral to the sea, and which is 
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flanked hj two Btrong and lo^y ivalls, of the same 
material as the street pavement! At either side of this 
river-bed, as far up and down as one can see, there is a 
row of Justicia elegans and maple trees, whose branches 
intermingle in the centre, and fonn an arch aloft. 
Portuguese fflgn-boarda are everywhere in the streets, 
and the langui^e is screamed into our ears by a man 
walking in advance of two bullocks fastened to a sleigh, 
and who is bellowing furiously at the animals, whilst 
the cogency of tus aiguments is impressed upon t^eir 
buttocks by another individual, who goads them re- 
morselessly with a spike. Past high walls, overtopped 
with hedges of spartinnm, lavender, roses, geraninms, 
heliotrope, and eglantine, filling the air around with 
their fragrance! The gardens in^de are teeming with 
cherries, peaches, apricots, oranges, limes, bananas, and 
all kinds of European as well as intertropical fruits. 
Here and there large heaths and cypress trees vary the 
natural scenery, with woodbine flowers of a purple hue, 
and we arrive at laurels and myrtles as we get up 
higher. On the top of nearly every wall is a little 
black Cerberus, that salutes us with a gruff bark, until 
we pass by the limits of his territory, when the burden 
is taken up by the next dog in rotation. 

I was very much disappointed with the appearance of 
the church. Seen from the harbour, it has an air of 
smartness, and an attractive exterior ; viewed at its 
threshold and within its walls, it has quite a ohiUy and 
withered aspect of faded gentUity. la spite of a very 
lofty aaoeat of steps, and a towering turret on uther 
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ride, it impreBsed me with a melancholy feeling. When 
inside, and gazing round at the many altars, dectva- 
tions, and pictures, our guides seemed only intent on 
impressing ua with the fact, that the chandeliers and 
lamps were of solid silver, and other ornaments of 
solid gold. 

The view of the town from the church steps is shut 
out hy so'Vne lofty trees growing underneath the 
qninta* of the British Consul, but it is seen to 
advantage from a bend in the road over the Fatiero, by 
which we returned. Looking across the Small Curral, 
there is a landscape of picturesque beauty, which I 
rested for many minutes to admire. Keat cottages, 
gardens teeming with vegetable life, trelliswoi^ hero 
and there for the vines, flowers sending heavenly odours 
around, wild canaries warbling in the tree-tops, and 
little purling streams, whose presence is only known 
by their rippling music. The peasantry whom we 
saw hereabout are observed cultivating the soil, or 
driving mules along the roads, with panniers on their 
backs, — the former and more onerous work being im- 
posed on the women, the latter and lighter being taken 
in chaise by the men. The working portion of the male 
sex whom we met in the streets of Funchal, as well as in 
the country, wear blue jackets, loose white linen 
breeches, huff-coloured bnskins, and "capu9as,'' or . 
little caps that are only large enough to cover a few 
hairs of their heads, and seem like funnels turned 

• Coontry resid^noe. 
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upside down, witli a peak that is ever waddling like a 
water wag-ttuL 

BeddeB a vieit t^i the market-place, where the dia of 
Portuguese clatter would deafen the moat obdurate, I . 
went, as strangers are permitted to go, into the convent 
to have transactions with the nuns for the purchase of 
artificial flowers, which they have fabricated from fea- 
thers very neatly. The ladies hold convei^ with the 
applicant or hia interpreter through a double grating, 
with six or eight inches between the bars of each, the 
flowers being moved out and the money takea in by a 
revolving wooden bos at one end. Sleighs drawa by 
bullocks, and sedan chaira carried by men,.flre the only 
locomotives of the town. It possesses «xcdlent hotels, 
as well as libraries and reading-rooms. 

The whole aspect of Madeira has quite a dilettanti 
appearance. Hiding not along, but up and up and 
round about, over roads well paved, but appearing an ad 
it^nitum of curvatares, — with a stream flowing in an 
artificial channel on one side, and yawning abysses 
with huts at the bottom on the other ! by quintas 
whose white, yellow, and red fronts, diversified with 
green and blue jalousies and flowers of various gorgeoas 
hues outside, in some places I pass under latticework 
stretching across the road, from which huge pumpkins 
are suspended,' and then by the river's-elde walls, look- 
ing over which, a tinystream, the Sibiera delJoas Gomez, 
^ems struggling through huge blocks of granite, on the 
most elevated of which, pieces of cotton cloth are 
spread for drying. 
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Yet this rirer, generally insigDificant in its supply of 
water, is at certain seasons so swollen by the mountain 
torrents, that it sweeps away many whole streets of 
houses and destroys many lives. Since my last visit to 
Funchal, I have heard of its having caused fearful de- 
Tastation, carrying away a convent, and its inmates, 
several of whom were drowned. This calamity occurred 
previous to the outbreak of cholera in 1856, 

On board the boats containing the industrial products 
of the island for sale, and which are generally in num- 
bers around the mail steamers, may be observed several 
of the juvenile population of Funchal, who will dive in 
a depth of six fathoms of water to catch any piece of 
silver that a benevolent signor may throw into the sea 
for the practical development of their maiine a^^ty. 

By the " Mappa Commercial de Porto de Funchal," 
for the year 1824, it appears that 107 English ships 
entered the port that year, with cargoes amounting to 
68,4001, an amount nearly double that of its Portuguese 
commerce, to whose crown the island belongs. 

A merchant there informed me that American oak 
shoots for casks can be had at Madeira a hundred per 
cent, cheaper than in England. 

South of Madeira, about 150 miles, is a group of 
rocks called the Salvages. They are uninhabited, but 
are sometimes visited by Spaniards and Portuguese, for 
the purpose of collecting barilla — the only vegetable 
substance that is found there — and from whose ashes 
the purest kind of alkali is obtained. 

The chief islands of the Canary group, are Falma, 
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Teneriffe, Grand Canary, FuerteTentnra, I/ancerota, 
Chimera, and Ferro. They all belong to the crown of 
Spain, and the total nnmber of their inhabitants is eeti- 
mated at 200,000. 

The distance from Madeira to Teneriffe is about 250 
mijes. The Canary islands produce wine, com, oxen, 
and goats. With these, the cochineal has of late years 
become a very important article of export from Tene- 
riffe. Here also grows a species of lichen from whidi 
the rich purple dye of orchil is obtained, and whose 
chemical principle furnishes the blue test litmne. 

From Point Anaja, the northernmost end of Tene- 
riffe island, the distance to Santa Cruz, the capital,^ 
which is situated on the N.E. side, is about five miles ; 
and this extent of country has no aspect save that of 
cindery cliffi with patches of euphorbia growing thereon. 

Entering Santa Cmz roadstead by the first dawn of 
morning, the town is, at the earliest glance, perceptible 
only as a white line along the beach. On going ashore 
and clambering up a few ricketty st£pB, the first thing 
that impressed me with a conviction of being in a 
etittnge land was a camel grinding cement by rotatory pro- 
gression, taming a wheel. The animal was blindfolded 
to keep him from becoming giddy. On the right hand 
side at the town end of the pier, is a small garden for 
public recreation, colled the Allemada. Turning over 
to the same side and past the English hotel, we find a 
working yard for engineers, and, about one hundred paces 
farther on, the fort of San Fedro, from which the fatal 
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^ot v/ui fired that took off the arm of the gallant 
Nelson. To the left from the pier is the fort of San 
Christobal, — the caatle of the port, — and paasiDg hy 
which we come into Conatitution Place, — a neat square, 
in which is erected at one aide a cross to point out the 
place where the Spaniards first planted the symbol of 
Christianity in Teneriffe. At the opposite side is amarble 
column plsced there in the reign of King Charlea III. 
of Spain, with a statue of the Virgin and Child at 
the top. The chief attractive houses of the square, 
are the residence of the Governor-general of the gar- 
rison, and a French caf<6. From the latter an omnibus, 
drawn by four mules, goes twice a day to Laguna — 
a large town about six miles distant in the interior. 
From the upper end of Constitution Place stretches 
Castle Street, which is the Kegent Street of Santa 
Cruz, and which commands the main thoroughfares of 
the town. 

Strolling to the right, we pass some gloomy streets 
and get into the interior of the church of San Francisco. 
Nothing more ia observable in it than is to be seen in 
similar Spanish edifices all over the worid. A few 
streets from this, and on a rising ground, are erected 
the theatre and the market-place, on the site where 
formerly the convent of San Domingo stood. There 
is here only "one step from the sublime to the ridi- 
cnlous"! only forty to fifty yards from the Thespian 
muse to cabbages, pumpkins, and bilious-looking apples I 
Yet in both establishments there is a neatness not re- 
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cogniaable in like places ftt Madeira, and which is in 
singular contrast to the filthy aspect of the town and 
its inhabitants. The parish chnrcb of the Conception, 
at the time of roy first visit, had grand preparations in- 
side of it for the celebration of high maes to St Barbara, 
who IB the patron saint of the Artilleiy, and a company 
of whose deyoteea I met, with drums beating and bugles 
blowing, on their way to worship. Inside of the 
church a lai^e quantity of military appanages, mortars, 
shot, swords, and flags were arranged in artistic style 
before the high altar. Hanging by a wall, close to a 
small altar on the left side, is a coffin-shaped box 
containing the colours that were taken &om Nelsoti 
io his hapleas attack on Teneriffe, and which are 
treasured with pride by the Spanish residents of the 
island. 

The streets of Santa Cruz have a very varied aspect: 
— ladies with black skull caps and long flowing veilSf 
listlessly carrying expanded fans in their hands; sol- 
diers in white uniform having blue caps and green tassels 
suspended therefrom ;' brigand ish-looking fellows from 
the country with sombrero hats, and ponchoa made out 
of common blanket ; half-starved mules, ponies, don- 
keys, and camels that seem to understand as much what 
they were bora for as many of the people one meets 
about. 

The population of Teneriffe amounts to 70,000 inha- 
bitants. It produces better wine than any other of the 
islands. Its remarkable peak, called by the inhabitants 
the " Peak of Teyde," and supposed to have been the 
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Atlas of Yit^l and Homer, la at timea the moat mt^i- 
ficent Bpectacle in the world. 

Large masses of deckf cloud genentll; enwrap the 
mountain ; but oftea the atmosphere is clear enough to 
admit an uninterrupted view from the base to the highest 
point. The top of it is a cupola, as perfect in symmetry 
as the dome of St. Paul's, and depressed on the summit 
by the concavity of the crater. The latter ia 12,176 
feet above the level of the sea ; and on the western side 
of the mountain, down to the margin of the ocean, are 
■waving beds, in streamy form, of now solid basaltic 
lava, emitted from Uie crater when the volcano was in 
action. These present a most attractively sublime ap- 
pearance from a ship's deck when passing by, as the 
setting aun frequently causes them to glow with a ruddy 
and resplendent glare. 

There is still, according to Ci^taiu Alexander, a 
vapour issuing from the summit, and portions of finely 
crystallised sulphur deposited on its udes. The last 
eruption is recorded to have taken place in 1798, but 
Baron von Humboldt states that " the volcano has not 
been active at the top for thousands of years, its erup- 
tions having been from the sides, the depth of the crater 
being only about twelve feet. The peak forms a pyra- 
midal mass, having a circumference at the base of more 
than two geographical miles. Two thirds of the mass 
are covered with vegetation, the remaning part being 
sterile and occupying about ten sqnare leagues of sur- 
face. The cone is very small in proportion to the 
mountain, having a height of only 537 feet. The 
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lower part of the island is composed of basalt, and is 
separated from the mote recent lavas and the prodoct 
of the present volcano by stratA of tufa-pozzolana and 
clay."* . 

The vale of Orotava, which is at the Boatfa-westem 
side of the island, is said to have an average of five 
degrees warmer temperature than Madeira, and being 
much drier is therefore con^dered a more salubrious 
residence for Europeans with bronchial affections. 

The country interior to Santa Cruz, in the Laguna 
direction, was reported to me to have a beautiful appear- 
ance, with corn-fields and gardens of cactus, on which 
the coccus insect is nurtured. The island is said to 
abound in pitch lakes. At the south side of Santa Cruz 
are a few lazy windmills; and along the whole stretch 
of country visible there are vineyards, diversified by 
white houses and cactus plantations, till our ship gets 
away on her ocean home agun, and we exchange the 
beauties of the land for those of the vasty deep. 

Speeding along and entering the northern tropic, 
each evening brings an increase of the soothing sensa- 
tions communicated by the balmy atmosphere, with ad- 
miration at the many wonders and beauties of the tro- 
pical sea. " It is in the tropical seas, towards the heart 
of the torrid zone," writes Milnerf, "that several re- 
markable phenomena are witnessed in perfection. The 
phosphorescence of the ocean ; the flying fish chased by 



■ Naoticol Magazine, No. 47, Jannaiy, 1S36. 
t Oallerr ofNatnre, p. 339. 
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tbe doIpluD ; euecesaive regions of steady breezes and 
calms, interrupted by eharp and sudden squalls and 
enormous deluges of raio, which generally descend in 
equatorial districts in a perfectly etill state of the at- 
mosphere. No spectacle is more imposing and magni- 
ficent than the Imninous appearance of the sea at night 
in these latitudes. The path of a vessel seems like a 
long line of fire, and the water thrown np in her pro- 
gress, or dashed by the waves upon deckj fiashes like 
Tivid and lambent flames. Sometimes myriads of lu- 
minous stars and spots float and dance upon the surface, 
assuming the most varied and fantastic aspects. This 
phosphorescent or shining appearance of the ocean ia by 
no means uncommon, but is most frequent in the equa- 
torial seas, and is ueually ascribed to animalcula wliich 
exist there in inconceivable numbers, and to the senii- 
putrescent matter of plants and fishes developing elec- 
tricity." A few hundred miles south of the Canaries 
we have all the beauties of it, without the disagreeables 
of " phitrp and sudden squalls with deluges of rain," not 
having yet arrived in the latitude of African tor- 
nadoes. 

Standing on the deck at night, and watching the 
glowing meteors in the sea, where, to use the words of 
Baron Yon Humboldt, "every scintillation is the vital 
manifestation of an invisible world," I gaze with admi- 
ration at the long path of lambent flame in the ship's 
trackway — down in the ocean, where the tropical fish 
are following the vessel's course — and far away to the 
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horizoo'e boundary, to which the breeze is cau^ng the 
water to sparkle in vitalised fire, as they — 

" Soft, brilliant, tender, through the waters glow. 
And make the moonbeam biightei as thef Bon" 
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KratAppixwch to African Cooiineot. — Tornadoe9.~-DiffeTence ofSea- 
GBtionB perceptible on. Land and at Sea after a Tortuulo. — LienC 
Bold's Description of them. — Portandik and Senegal.— St, Louis and 
its Frencb Oovemor. — Native Nitmea of River and Capital — The 
Foota Toora and Foota Yaloo Tribes. — Exports of Senegal — Goree 

and its Fort. — African Scene in the Town Cession of Goree to the 

French Govemment by the Treaty of 1816 Glimpse at Dakur. — 

Expoils of Goree. — The Gambia and Bathurat. — Cheeriees first 
Appearance of the Latter.— Its Market-place and Streets. — The Man- 
denga and Taloof Houses. — The Lepidosiren. — Explorations of the 
Gambia in the Serenteenth Century. — Thompson's, Jobson's, Ver- 
inajden's, Stabbs's, and other Expeditions. — Conviction of Unhealthl- 
ness of the Gambia Settlement. — Chief Cause to which this may be 
aCtribaled. — Notice of the Bivers between Gambia and Sierra Leone. 
■^These iUvera sbown to be the Cradles ia which the Slave T^de 
was nntsed. 

"When approaching the African continent, the sensa- 
tioDB communicated by the atmosphere are not agreeable 
to any one who has voyaged hither for the first time. 
As we neared the coast, the sun became not only in- 
tensely hot, but was arid and desiccating in its influence; 
and the clouds at night assumed a surly and lowering 
appearance. Towards the laud, thunder was heard 
constantly murmuring and grumbling, after the sun had 
gone down ; and we were frequently saluted by tor- 
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nadoea — a mingled combiDation of wiod, rain, 
lightning, and thunder. Rude though thia claah of 
elements be at all timea, it generally gives due uotice of 
its coming ; and at sea the thermometer falls many de- 
grees after it has passed away, — the intense and over- ' 
powering heat which precedes it giving way to a more 
cool and refreshing temperature. It is not always so 
on land, more especially at the commencement of 
this season. During the existence of a tornado, the 
thermometer often falls from twelve to twenty de- 
grees ; but as soon as the rain acta upon the eartlk, equally 
oppressive heat as that which preceded the elemental 
outbreak frequently supervenes. The thunder-clonda 
are sometimes so near ihe earth in these outbreaks, that 
I have often experienced a dash of increased heat simul- 
taneous with a vivid flash of lightning. Dr. Baikie* 
writes of this sensation, which be and Mr. May expe- 
rienced up the Binue — as *' a feeling of warmth in the 
face," on the occasion of a tornado. 

The tomadof derives its appellation from the Por- 
tugueae, being a corruption of "trovado," a thunder- 
storm. "It b known," says Lieut. Bold, "on all the coast 
of Africa between the Rio Nunez, in lat. lOJ" W., and 
the equator ; but is most severely felt on the windwai-d 
coast (extending from Cape Mesurado to St. Andrew's 
Bay), and seems intended by Divine Providence to expel 

• Narrative of an Exploring Voyage up Ihe Rivers Eworro and Biune, 
in 18Si. P. a06. Murraj, London, 

t Vide Merchants' nnd Mariuea' African Oaide- By LieaL E. Bold. 
8to. London, 192S. 
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the noxioue matter with which the air is so frequently 
chained. The tornado first announces itself by the 
appearance of a email silvery cloud in the zenith, which 
gradually increases and descends towards the horizon, 
and becomes veiled over with the most impenetrable 
darknees. At this moiuent the functions of nature 
seem to be paralysed, and the elements to have ceased 
their operations. The most profound and solemn still- 
ness reigns around, with scarcely a breath of air from 
the heavens ; in consequence of which, the whole phy- 
sical system feels oppressed with sensations of approach- 
ing sufibcattoo. Violent and reverberating peals of 
distant thunder, with lightning, commence, gradually 
advancing and increasing to an extreme not easy to 
describe ; the atmosphere being at times in a continued 
blaze for miles without intermission. At length the 
gust arrives, with sometimes the greatest, irresistible 
violence, the impulse of which no sails can frequently 
withstand. It is fortunately not of long duration, 
extending from one to three hours, and concludes with 
a furious deluge of rain, that descends rather in columns 
than in drops. The great danger is in the sudden im- 
pulse of the gust, which would immediately dismast or 
overturn a vessel unprepared for that event. Nothing 
can be more exquisitely delightful than the subsequent 
clear and pure state of the mr, creating an apparent re- 
generation of the animal as well as the vegetable world." 
Though vessels, unless specially bound thither, do not 
touch at Senegal, it is the first liver of importance on 
the N.W. coast of Africa. 
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Before arriving at Senegal, and about a hundred 
miles to the north of that river, is the town of Portandik, 
where a small trade ie carried on by English vessels. 
It ie situated on a rocky coaat, not accessible for ships, 
as there is a fearful surge breaking across the bar. The 
trade, however, is of. little importance, being confined 
to gum-arabic, for which the chief market ia Senegal. 
By the treaty of 1783 with France (having reference to 
Western Africa) it was stipulated that the English gum 
trade should be entirely confined to Forlandik, 

St. Louis, the capital of Senegal, is situated about 
twenty-one miles from the month of the river. Here 
the French governor of Senegal resides, who is styled 
by the natives Borom N'Dar, t. e. chief of N'Dar — 
the African name of the island on which St. Louis 
is situated. The population of St. Louis amounts 
to nearly 10,000 iuhabitants ; of whom about 250 are 
Europeans (Frenchmen), 800 military of the same 
nation, 200 black soldiers, and the remainder n^roes 
and mulattoes. It is the most important settlement of 
the French on the African coast. Its chief articles of 
export are gum-arabic, ground nuts, and hides. Ivory 
and gold-dust are occasionally obtained here from the 
interior countries. 

On the left side of the river as you enter is the town 
of Guet N'Dar, outside of which the Sahara, or Great 
Desert^ commences to develope itself. The opposite 
side is denominated the Cajor country, and is occupied, 
by the people of that negro race, whose king, Dommel, 
is reported to be able to muster 20,000 horsemen on a 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



THE FOOTA TOOEA AND FOOTA TALOO TRIBES. 23 

field of battle. The river Senegal, in the language of 
the Cayor people, U called Jallibalil. 

The Cayor tribe are of the Taloof race.* They are 
reputed to be the bravest in combat, and the most 
athletic in physical conformation of any tribes to be 
met on the coast. 

At a considerable dbtance interior to Senegal, are 
the countries inhabited by the Foota Toora and Foota 
Yaloo tribes of the Fiiata races. The chief <atj of 
the Foota Tooras, which is approachable up the 
Senegal stream, and by voya^ng along one of two 
rivers entitled Woodo and Reo, whence you pass the 
town of lalande, is called Aurifonde. Here the King 
Almamit Abdul resides; and he can collect 13,000 
horsemen at his command. 

Between the Foota Toora and Foota Yalloo districts 
are two pagan countries called Yanda and Bande. The 
present King of Foota Yalloo is Almami Omar. 

Of the opposition manifested towards the French by 
these tribes, I have heard many stories, all of which were 
confirmatory of their cunning and bravery. The exam- 
ples of the Foota Tooras and Foota Yaloos that have 
come within my acquaintance, seem to possess a very 
superior intelligence. And although the Kfinin is the 
basis of their education, their political and social ideas 

* Koelle, in bis " Poljglotta Afiicana," givea to these people the Qams 
of Wolofs. 1 beliere it is also the name given bf theia»elTee towarda 
their own Bpecies ; the; are likewise eatitled Yaloos and TalCMjfg indis* 
criminatelf. 

t Almami is the Foota Toora title for king. 
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prove them, nevertheless, to be endowed with a high 
degree of mental development. 

The trade winds, combined with steam, bring ua 
rapidly to the latitude of the Cape Verd Islands, 
between which and the Madeleines we first observe the 
peculiarities of African coast scenery — a patch of sand ; 
— here and there a few gigantic trees towering over 
their fellows;— with a smoky haze extending to where 
the trees and sand are bounded by the visible horizon, 
or to where the little town of Goree, built on a small 
island outnde Cape Yerd, causes ua to drop anchor. 
From Senegal to Goree is a distance of about eighty 
miles. 

The bland of Goree, though belonging to the British 
Crown from 1809 to 1816, was ceded to the French 
Government in the latter year by the treaty of Paris. 
Its population is about 7000, and its negro inhabitanta 
are of the Yalloo race. 

The town is built on a barren, rocky island, com- 
posed of basalt and sand. A mngle palm-tree, with a 
few straggling oleanders -in the market-place, are the 
only evidences it poBsesses of vegetable life. From the 
south-western end of the island, which is not more than 
400 fathoms long and 170 wide, abuts the fort — the 
chief French military dep6t in Western Africa. Inside 
its walls, which are strong fortifications, is a pretty 
monument to the memory of Monsieur Thomas Kenault 
de Germain, who had been formerly Governor of 
Senegal. Stones and mortar lying about, as well as 
excavations made in several places, show that it is 
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not yet finiBhed ; but that part of it which is eo has 
been accomplished in the artistic style peculiar to the 
French. There is a drawbridge admitting to the main 
entrance ; and Goree presents a very curious appearance 
when viewed from the battlements. One sees nothing 
but flat roofs of white plaster down as far as the water's 
edge, over the whole extent of the islaud. Coming 
out of the gate, and looking over a high wall, there 
is a real African scene before me : — a few negro 
boys, clambering up a wall Uke monkeys, between 
the spot on which I stand and a swine colony under- 
neath ; — two women working at looms in the same 
place, spinning narrow stripe of cloth out of cotton ; — 
a large quantity of pigs, some of which are dozing under 
the roofs of little unwalled sheds ; and farther on houses 
of the natives, an idea larger, constructed with walls, 
but eo filthy iu their outward aspect, that at first they 
appear to me as being intended for the aristocracy of 
the swinish race. The streets and dwellings have ail a 
very battered appearance about them, save the pretty 
little chapel of Kotre Dame, which is atuated iu the 
centre of the town. 

About three-quarters of an hour's ptill across the sea 
to the niiUQiand is a place named Dakur, containing 
3000 inhabitants, whose chapels and rasters of charity 
institutions were visible to us from the fort or from any 
part of Goree. 

Gum<copaI and grooDd-nuts are the principal articles 
of export, chiefly to Bouen and Marseilles. 

Between Goree and the Gambia, at the mouth of 
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which the capital, Batburet, ia situated, nothing of the 
land is visible unless you are very clc«e to it; and 
comiDg up to this the prospect is equally uninviting ; 
a perfectly flat country on either side, diversified with 
a few ghostly trees rising out of the sand, and leaving 
one uncertain as to whether there is a aea or a yawning 
abyss behind St. Mary's Island on which Batburst is 
situated. There is no elevation of ground as far as the eye 
can reach, — the horizon over the tops of the houses and 
beyond the trees being bounded by the sky, and by that 
alone. On the right side of the river, a few miles below 
Batburst, is Fort Bulloni. From this fort, which is on 
the opposite side to the city, a surface of a mile inland 
from the beach, extending up the stream to a distance 
of twenty miles, is owned by the British Government, 
to which the colony belongs. This affords a yearly 
revenue in the pilotage and harbour dues of ships, — 
as the chief trade here, as well as in Groree and Senegal, 
is carried on by French vessels. 

Two wooden piers extend from the shore to a distance 
in the river sufficient to allow ships to come alongside 
to discharge their cargoes, and take in the country pro- 
duce in return. 

The sand on the beach and in many of the streets is 
80 soft that it is really a labour to wade through it. Turn- 
ing to the right, I pass by a market-place, containing 
many women, seated beside baskets of " khola " nuts, 
with bundles of the same sewed up in bamboo mats 
for exportation down the coast. A quantity of hides, 
which give out an abominable odour, lie about ob the 
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ground ; women and girls, bearing baskets <^ oranges, 
greet you ; and perhaps a British officer in uniform can- 
ters by> splashing up the sand in a shower behind him. 
This road leads to the barracks, thence by the governor'a 
house to the bo«intal, where the view is limited by a 
swamp. Facing the water, the dwellings as well as 
places of business occupied by nearly all the European 
traders are situated, with piazzas and verandahs outside 
each, and rows of the blooming oleander, with its 
brilliant scarlet blossoms, growing between the houses 
and the highway. 

Between this latter and the water a number of wild 
cotton and fig-trees grow parallel with the houses, and 
form a shady arborescence for lounging. Mandenga men 
and women — some weaving, spianing, and chatting, 
and some devoutly perusing the KQran — are in groups 
beneath the trees. At the end of this street several 
boats are on the beach undergoing repair, and twenty 
or thirty craft are riding at anchor in the harbour. 

The market-place is the neatest I have seen in 
Africa, protected fi*om the sun by a zinc roof, and 
being quite a cool retreat inside. There is also a 
slaughter-bouse within view of it, and these have both 
been erected by the colonial government. 

In the interior, lying between the street and the 
hospital, the houses of the native Mandengas andYaloos 
are situated. They are really pattern specimens of 
African neatness and industry. The majority are 
fashioned like mammoth beehives, with lai^e spaces of 
ground, used for yards, surrounding them ; in every one 
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of which I observed males and females engaged in some 
induatrial occupation. Many of these houses are of 
lattice walls and shingle roofs, but all are clean and 
compact. From behind the convent,which ia situated in 
the Mandenga part of Bathurat, you can have a view of 
the steamer "Albert" (lying a wreck on the beach), 
which was engaged in the Niger Expedition of 1841-42. 

A rerj curious animal, the Lepidosiren *, which forma 
a connecting link between fish and reptiles, ie an in- 
habitant of the river Gambia. As the upper parts of 
thb river are liable to be dried up during much more 
than half the year, the whole of this period is spent by 
the LejHdosiren in a hollow which it excavates for itself 
deep in the mud, where it lies coiled up in a completely 
torpid condition, whence it ie called by the natives, 
*'the sleeping fish." When the return of the nun 
causes the streams to be again filled, so that the 
water finds its way down to the hiding-place, it comes 
forth for its brief period of activity ; and with the 
approach of drought, it again makes its way down 
into the mud, which speedily hardens round it into 
a solid mass. 

Ever since African exploration was commenced by 
the English nation in the l?th century, the Gambiahas 
been the chief theatre for its attempted operation. 
Although each succeeding effort to reach central Africa 
by the Gambia failed, nevertheless the venture was 
persevered in. For marvellouB stories were told of the 

* A specimen of tbie fish is in tbe CrTEtsl Pahce. 
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countries adjacent to the Niger and Timbuktu; — of 
the existence of one or more localities where the roofa 
of the great men's houses were covered with gold, and 
where the precious metal was to be found in the river 
bottoms, and at the mountain aides. 

In 1618, a company, building its hopes on these de- 
lusive stories, was fonaed in London ; and Richard 
Thompson, a Barbary merchant, sailed from the Thames 
in a vessel of 120 tons. He advanced up the Gambia 
as far as Tenda, a place never reached by an European 
before, where he was massacred, most probably by hiB 
Own people. Lander writes that he was murdered by 
the Portuguese, but surely if no European had ever 
reached so high previously to his ascent, this was out of 
the bounds of probability. 

Richard Johson commanded the second expedition, and 
arrived in the Gambia iu 1620. His narrative is a most 
interesting one— of the numerous wild animals, as lions, 
elephants, river-horses, and crocodiles, with wluch the 
country and the river abound. But many of his stories 
are tinged with the apocryphal. He describes the river as 
being filled with a " world of sea-horses, whose paths, 
as they come on shore to feed, were beaten with tracks 
as large as a London highway." We should not for a 
moment doubt this, when we learn further on, that 
"baboons appeared to bold the sovereignty of the woods, 
and whenever the navigarion of the river obliged the 
travellers to keep close in shore, where the banks were 
covered with tre^, the baboons posted themselves on 
the branches, and kept up a regular attack upon the 
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navigKtorB, throwing at them the largest sticks which 
they couI<] find, and apparently holding a palaver with 
each other as to the best mode of prosecuting the at- 
tack Bg^nst the lawless iotruders into their territory." 

The voices of crocodiles, the sDorting defiance of 
elephants, the distrust of the baboons " in the friendly 
advances of their brother bipeds," would lead the reader 
to imagine that Jobson went up aa a Munohhausen 
naturalist, rather than as a commercial explorer, did he 
not ascertain the report of " a silent trafBc carried on 
in the interior between the Moors and a Negro nation, 
who would not allow themselves to be seen." The reaaoa 
why these n^roes conceal themselves is that they have 
"lips of an unnatural size, hanging down halfway over 
their breasts, and which they are obliged to rub with 
salt coutiuuaUy to keep them from putrefaction " — a 
statement incompatible with our knowledge of phy- 
siology in the present day, as well as of what interior 
African exploration has since taught us. 

To Jobson, Vermuyden succeeded on another expe- 
dition in 1665, and improved on his predecessor in the 
narrative he gives of the opposition encountered by the 
animal kingdom. " So daring were the river-horses, that 
one of them struck a hole in the boat with his teeth ; an 
accident that was rather of a serious nature) as there 
was no one on board possessing skill in carpentry." But 
Vermuyden returned as Jobson did, without finding 
the El Dorado ; and I am incredulous enough to believe 
that these wonderful stories of eav^e animals were 
only palliatives for the failure of the expeditions. Tho 
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■wild animals of Western Africa, from the northern 
tropic to the equator, have nothing like the citSl or 
daring in these instanceu recorded of them. 

Another expedition was undertaken in 1720, when 
the Duke of Chandos was Governor of the African 
company, by Captain Stubbs, who only got a few miles 
above the falls at Banaconda, and not eo far aa Thomp. 
son or Johaon. The African Association, soon after 
its first formation in 1791, sent out Major Houghton, 
who undertook to reach the Niger by the Gambia, 
on land. He was misguided to Tisheet by some Moore, 
who, under the excuse of showing him the way to 
Timbuktu, robbed him of his clothing, and left him to 
perish under a tree. In 1793, the celebrated Mungo 
Park sailed from England to explore central Africa, by 
the Grambia; and although perishing on the Kiger, 
near Boussa, in a subsequent voyage, has left a name im- 
mortalised by such chivalrous perseverance as has never 
been before or since recorded, up to the successful 
labours of Drs. Barth and Livingstone. He reached 
the Niger by crossing overland, through the countries 
of Medina, Satadoo, and Bongasi. 

The age of romance must either have passed away 
when I was at the Gambia, or, perhaps, not having 
ventured above the river's embouchure, I had no oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the poetic marvels described by 
Jobsoo and Yermuyden. But I have seen enough of 
it to make me believe that Captain Belcher must have 
been dreaming when he wrote, "even in its present 
state, it is by far the most healthy part of the coast; 
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and had a portion of the liberality of Government 
to Sierra Leone been extended to Bathurst and its 
dependencies, it would hare acquired that character 
which eventually, with infinite labour, it will eatablish 
for itself from its own resources." I do not "feel satis- 
fied " of anything of the kind ; becauae geographical 
facta, as thus described by Dr. Daniell*, go agiunst its 
possibility. " The settlements of Gambia are not so 
favourably situated as those of Sierra Leone, being 
deficient, not only in picturesque embellishments and 
local advantages, but also in affording a less healthy 
climate. Vast alluvial and densely-wooded mangrove 
morasses extend on all sides, the heavy and monotonous 
scenery of which reminds the voyager of the more 
deadly swamps of equatorial Africa." So it appeared 
to me at the time of my visit ; the entrance Into the 
river being one of the most dismal prospects to be sees 
on the west coast of Africa. And a fact communicated 
by Dr. Lawson, the Staff Sui^eon of the Colony in 
1852, adds cogency to Dr. Daniell's opinion: "that 
in 1836, out of 96 Europeans (English soldiers) sent 
to the hospital, 92 died." 

I believe the ill-healthiness of this locality to be as 
much attributable to the vicissitndes of temperature as 
to the influence of its malaria. For the temperature in 
the town, on the river, and outside the bar varies con- 
siderably, — the first sometimes, even on the same day, 
exceeding the last by from ten to twenty d^rees. 
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The GambU has another settlement on it, named 
M'Carthy's IbUdcI, which is 180 miles interior. 

A steamer Is attached to the goveming power at 
Bathurst, wluoh keeps up a commanication between 
both places. Grrouad-nuts, ivorj, bees' wax, and hides 
are the chief articles of export hence, — the ground-nnts 
hj the French, and the hides by the Americans. Goora 
or Kbola nuts also form an impcHlant item of traffic 
at all the ports &om this to Lagos. It is used amongst 
the native Africans entirely as an agreeable bitter or 
provocative ; but I believe it to possess valuable tonic 
and febrifuge qualities as well 

The population of Bathurst is about 7000. The 
Yaloos and Mandengas are the dtief negro tribes of the 
place. 

Between Bathurst and Sierra Leone, now the chief 
British Colonies in Western Africa, are the rivers 
Cazamanza, Cacheo, Jeba, Bio Grande, Bolola, Bio 
Nunez (or Kakundy), Campanee, Rio Pongo, Dembia, 
and Debueica, with the Bijooga Islands, and the Isles 
de Loe. Then by Matacong Island, Mahneal, Mor- 
dinale, Mellacooree, Janna, and Great Scarcies rivers, 
and rounding the BuUom shore, we come within sight 
of Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone. 

AU the countries traversed by the rivers juat men- 
tioned bave long been the resort of Spanbh and Por- 
tuguese slave traders. And, however humiliating it 
must be to us Englishmen to confess it, the records 
tell as that from the river Nunez was brought, in the 
year 1562, a cargo of slaves by Captain Hawkins, 
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tbe first Engliehman who opened this traffic, wbidi 
he bartered at HiBpaniola for hides, eugat, and other 
produce of that ielatid. He was, however, preceded 
by Alonzo Gonzalrea, a Portuguese, who made a 
venture in 1434 ; and no doubt it was the money to 
be made by this line of commerce that induced Pietro 
de Ceutra to settle at Sierra Leone in 1480. The 
latter was followed up by more of his nation taking 
possession of the Oold Coast, and erecting the present 
Dutch fort of Elmina in 1481. 

In 1618, a charter was granted by James I. to 
Sir Bobert Rich, to est^li^ a regular slave-trading 
company to Africa, which, however, for want of in- 
tegrity in its formation, soon broke up. The year 
1631 saw the formation of a second company, which 
secured from Charles I. the exclusive right of trading 
between certain parts of Africa. Gradnolly, however, 
the privileges of this company were infringed upon by 
private adventurers, and so it shared the fate of its 
predecessors. Jamaica was tt^en by England in 16;15, 
and seventeen years after, namely, in 1662, a third com- 
pany was f<cn-med, at the head of which was the Duke 
of York. One of the conditions upon which the com- 
pany was invested with a royal charter was, that it 
should supply annually to Jamaica 3000 slaves. 

The opening of the slave trade was a blot upon the 
grand gec^raphical discoveries of the Portuguese in the 
fifteenth century ; but it should never be forgotten that 
tiie trade commenced by Captun Hawkins was legalised 
in Great Britain for nearly two oeoturiee, and was even 
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under royal patronage. In the spirit of that period, 
one of Hawkins' veseels, in his second voyage, which 
comprised ten shipa, was styled the " Jesus," and 
another the " Jolin the Baptist," while he, the apostle 
of the trade, was knighted on bis return h^ Queen 
Elizaheth. 

A history of the slave trade is not my purpose here, 
and these few observations have only been drawn forth 
by the recollection, that the places by which we have 
DOW passed were the great original slave-trade marts, 
before the traffic found its way to the windward and 
leeward coasts, as well as to the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra, 
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. CHAP. III. 

Sierra Leone. — ImprsBsiaiu of iti first Appearance. — Streets and 
Bnilduigi or Freetown. — Eissj Street — The Road to Fouiah Bkj- 
Orammtu- Scbool — Pecnliantieg of the natiTS TimneTt.-^Buij' 
History of Sierra Leone. — Goremmental Inetitation>. — Natural 
FiodactioDi. — Eaimattan — Cape Monnt and Liberia. — DeBCription 
of Uonroriik — Hrs. Stowe'e Expectationa of it. — Tlie Km Coast and 
Ernmen. — Their Lldiipentalnli^ fbr African Trading, — Timt to 
Grand Seatroe. — Kmman'a Mode of Apprenticediip. — ImproriaatOT 
amongst Emmen. — Potjgamj ; of its general Cliaracteriitica in 
AMcan Nations. — Approach to the OoU Coast. 

SiEBBA Leohe, according to Mr. Oldfield*, was named 
by ita early iahabitanta Komarong, and by its first 
discoverers (the PortugueseJ Sierra Leone, from their 
BUppoBiDg that its mountains abounded in lions; but 
Harduin, in hia notes on Pliny, derives the name from 
the noise of the surf on the shore. The bay of Siemt 
Leone was named by early ge<^raphers Sagrin or Me- 
tomba. 

The colony has long possessed the reputation of being 
the " white man's grave," strengthened by the allegory 
of its possessing always two governors, — one going out 
living and the other coming home dying. This character 
seems to have been derived from the fact that in 1834 
three governors died there in the space of ten months ; 

■ Vide Sierra Leone Almanac for IBM. 
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and such aa occurrence was enoagh for the geniat of 
European poetry to build upon with reference to African 
mortality. Yet the appearance of the locality, as we 
approached it, completely baDiahed from my mind all 
the accounts I had heard of its insalubrity. Our vessel 
made a detour by the lighthouse to the south of the 
harbour, iu order to get up the proper channel, and so 
we had a, full view of its capital, Freetown. From the 
lofty lighthouse on a low point of land, with a few palm 
trees between it and the sea, — to the Wesleyan Mission 
House between Kentown and the ^ore, — to the many 
men-of-war and merchant vessels in the harbonr, — to 
the Fourah Bay grammar-school, which is quite an 
attractive object northward of the town> — to the 
cathedral, the governors house, the hospital, the 
barracks, — to the lion mountain overtopping all, and 
clothed in varying tints of verdure, my gaze was tamed 
alternately with admiration. An ascent of forty or fifty 
steps of granite flag from a pier on the beach, soon brings 
us to the level surface of the town. The streets of 
Freetown are laid out with mathematical precision, — a 
carriage-way being in the centre, and a greensward of 
Baliama grass* between this and the side path, over 
which the walk is delightfully cool and agreeable. Kiasy 
Street, on the outskirts of Freetown, is in a perpetual 
bustle of negro venders and purchasers at the many 
shops with which it abounds. Leaving the street behind, 
the road along here ia a perfect rut in vrbe, consisting of 

■ Ttie health of the town U reported to have material!/ imprOTed 
■iiue tbe (owing of thu gnus in ite itreeti. 
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faouBee, not fthcei in juzt^wsitioii, but having gardene 
interrening teeming with limes, oranges, guavae, sweet- 
sop, mangoes, pine-apples, and every intertropical fruit. 
The Fonrah Bay gnunmar-echoot is a Church Missionary 
Society Institution, whose principal, the Rev. Mr. Jonee, 
has made an Eljsian garden of the place, by cultivating 
vines, and intermingling British fruits and flora with 
those of the tropics. 

In the market-place, as well as in other parts of 
the town, I saw many nobly-formed men of the Man- 
denga race, who are Mahomedans, and distinguished 
from other negroes by the sweeping tobes they wear, 
many of them likewise having a white or red cap. A 
piece of leather, in which is sewed up a written 
passage from the Klban, is usually suspended round 
their necks to preserve them from evil influence. A 
similar practice obtains along the coast in pagan aa 
well as Mahomedan countries ; the only diBerence being 
that the former wear tiger tueke and poison-outs as 
their guardian fetishes, whereas the latter place faith in~ 
extracts from the K^ran. Bridles beautifully orna- 
mented, riding whips, carved calabashes, baskets, bows 
and arrows, cartouche boxes, telescope cases, all mann- 
-factured by them in excellent style, are sold in the 
market by the Mandengas. Every European merchant 
residing in Sierra Leone is obliged to have an inter- 
preter of this race to assist him in carrying on tra£Sc 
with the people of the interior for gold, which is brought 
to the town in solid rings of various sizes. 

The cries of the women in the town at early momiug. 
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|)arading the streets and selling "foo^oo,"* " Man- 
denga bread," " Agiddy,"t " Khola nuts," and " peppers," 
brought me back in fancy to the by-streete of Lirer- 
pool or London. It gave me a better idea than I 
had been accustomed to eotertain of the capacity for 
physical endurance of the negro women, when I learned 
that they often bear a basket with these articles on 
their heads, as well ae carry a child on the back, the 
whole weighing upwards of 100 pounds, from Hastings, 
a distance of fourteen miles irom Freetown, arriving in 
the market at six in the morning, and retuniing the 
same journey at night 

This colony extends twenty-six miles (torn east to 
west, and thirty-four from north to south. Its chief 
inhabitants, independent of Europeans, are of the Aku, 
Mandenga, Timney, Soosoo, Yoruba, and Km tribes, 
all participating in the privileges of its government. It 
is situated in the country of the Timaeys, who worship 
flint and thunder, as the original elements which rule 
the world. When they take an oath, the affirmation is 
sealed by their striking a flint and steel over their heads. 
They likewise worship the bug-a-bugf insect, and build 
hives over them in the nuny season. Freetown ctm- 
tains nearly 30,000 inhabitants, and covers an area of 

* " FoO-foo" JB aname, I believe, of the Koso language, desciiptiTg 
of a nbstance made IVom jams by ma«hitig them inio the consiUence 
of patty. 

t Agiddj ia the Papsw liile for Indian com bruised wilh water into 
a gmel-like t^eparation. 

^ Hie Tirmei/alale o! Caviei. 
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about BIX milea. It is built on the hilt-eide in s bight 
of the Bea, fonning the harbour of Sierra Leone, into 
which its river Mis, after being formed by the Junction 
of the Waterloo, Bokelle, and Port Loco streams, about 
nine miles above the town. The colony has a popu- 
lation of about 56,000 negroes, and 120 Europeans. 

The distance from St. Qeorge's Bay on the west, to 
Gambia Island on the east, twenty-six miles, with 
between twenty and thirty milea inland, was marked 
out as the original settlement in August 1787. A 
treaty for the cession of this land was at that time made 
with King Faranah of Queah ; and the first colonisers 
were 400 negroes who had been discharged from the 
army and navy after the American war, and who were 
accompanied by sixty white men. For many yeara 
afterwards, constant wars with the surrounding tribes 
kept the colony in perpetual disturbance ; and even in 
1809, the new treaties which were made with the kings 
and chiefs of their respective districts threw no oil on 
the troubled waters. Up to this period the government 
had been in the hands of the African Company, when 
it was ceded to the crown. It was not, however, con- 
stituted an accredited and established British colony 
until 1822. Three years before this time, new cove- 
nants had been entered into with the surrounding 
chiefs, which contained all the elements conducive to 
the civilisation of the colony, — namely, a complete sup- 
pression of the slave trade, or of the exportation of 
slaves to foreign countries; an unrestricted right of 
passage through their dominions to all British subjects; 
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a free and full permisBion for the native tradera to 
bring to market the natural produce of the country ; 
and not only toleration of, but protection to, Christian 
missionaries. Aa a consideration for the yeariy revenue 
lost to the kings and chiefUuns hy the abolition of the 
slave trade, and on their faithfully adhering to this 
treaty, our Ctovemment guarauteed to pay them ayearly 
stipend. 

The admioistratire power of Sierra Leone coDsists 
of a captain- general and govemor-in-chief, who is also 
vice-admiral of the British waters in the Gulf of 
Guinea, and who ia asaisted by a legislative council of 
three, — the chief justice, the queen's advocate, and the 
colonial secretary ; with five others, as specified in the 
charter of 1822. The council vote supplies and make 
colonial laws, with the governor's auggestiona ; but the 
executive power is entirely vested in him. 

The colony ia rich in the production of teak-wood, 
palm-oil, coffee, and gum copal. Sed pepper, arrow- 
root, and ginger, form also important articles of culti- 
vation. Ivory as well as gold are brought to it from 
the interior. As teak-wood is too heavy to float — 
the age of locomotives not having yet come to Western 
A&ica — this is brought down the rivera on rafte of 
cork-wood towed by canoes. There were 500 tons of 
ginger produced irom the colony in 1851 ; and in 1852, 
from 8000 to 9000 pounds of cotton were sent to 
England by the African Improvement Society. 

For many years, Mr. Oldfield, a merchant of the 
colony, has carried on an extenuve manufacture of 
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ground-nut oil in Freetown ; and this estabUshment 
constitutes the only manu&cturing power in the place. 
It is prepared by a screw preaa, and besides giving 
employment to a lai^e number of people throughout 
the year, affords the inhabitants on this part of the 
coast a very superior bmrning oil. Being pure and 
free from smell, it is supplied to the steamers of the 
African squadron for their machinery. 

The Harmattan is one of the most remarkable fea^ 
tures of Sierra Leone to a European, if he should 
happen to be there daring its occurrence. Of its phy- 
»cal effects, of its extreme dryness, of no dew falling 
during its continuance, of its destroying vegetable life, 
and of its b^ng conducive to human convalescence after 
disease, accounts have been given by Dr. Dobson* and 
Mr. Milner.f My first vidt to the colony was made in 
the centre of the Harmattan season, and its peculiarities 
were disagreeably sensible on shore : — a thick vapour 
like a London November fog, having a mingled odour 
of lime and sulphur, with a sensation of barely palpable 
particles of sand deposited on my face, accompanied by 
no breeze, and imparting quite a depressing and dried- 
up feeling to the whole system. At times, during the 
season, the sand deposited can be gathered from the 
table or the floor with a spoon. Scientific authorities 
are not agreed as to the region whence this sand comes. 
Some say it is the dust blown over from the Sahara, 

• Vide PhaoBopMcal TransaclioDe, VoL LSXL 
t GaJlety of Nature, p. 448. 
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and ia identical in its nature with I'eete of Madeira, 
and the eirocco of the MediterraneaD. This, however, 
has been doubted, from the fact of a quantity of duBt 
falling in the latter being collected on board the ship 
" Kevenge " at Malta, and submitted to microscopical 
examination. It was found to be of a brown colour 
(while the Sahara dust is dazzling white), and to con- 
tain in its composition a species of infusoria belong- 
ing to Chili. SomethiTig similar was gathered by 
Mr. Darwin when on board the " Beagle " at St. lago, 
one of the Cape Yerd Islands. That collected in the 
last-named ship, when scrutinised by the microscope of 
the celebrated Ehrenberg at Berlin, was proved to 
contain nnmerous specimens of flint-shelled animalcules 
or infusoria, known to naturalists as poljgastrica, and 
minute portions of teirestrial plants. Such facts go 
very much against the probability of the Harmattan 
dust being wafied from the Sahara. 

From Sierra Leone we voyage along the Banana and 
Sherbro islands, and past Cape Mount (a place rendered 
notorious by its having been so long the residence of the 
celebrated slave trader. Captain Canot), to Liberia, a 
colony of free negroes. The constitution of Liberia, which 
is now a republic, was begun and fostered by the advice 
and money of the American Colonisation Society, to 
assist liberated negroes in returning to the land of their 
forefathers, for the purpose of establishing themselves 
in liberty and independence. 

The capital of Liberia is Monrovia, on the river 
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Mesnrado ; but they claim as their territory the whole 
coast from Cape Moaot to Cape Palmae, a distance of 
300 miles. I have been ^ven to understaDd that witbla 
the last few years they have annexed territory as far" 
as Berebi, a distance of nearly 100 miles to the leeward 
of Cape Palmaa, and near the Drewen country which is 
adjacent to Cape Lihu. 

The colony was established in 1822, when it was 
described to extend for a distance of 300 miles along the 
shore from Half Cape Mount to Ficoaniny Sestros, and 
to contain a population of about 6000 negroes from 
America, with about 80,000 natives. 

The British government made to the Libeiiaa 
authorities, some years past, a present of a schoonert 
which, at the time of my first visit, was lying useless 
and dismasted in the harbour. They have several 
missionaries resident throughoat Liberia, and publish a 
fortnightly newspaper at Monrovia. 

Notwithstanding that the colonists live in peace with 
one another, and with the natjves, and although the soil 
is remarkably fruitful, yet Liberia never can be pros- 
perous, in consequence of the ill chosen site for Monrovia, 
which is entirely shut in from the sea-breeze. The 
rivers on Uie Liberian coast are all short and rapid, and 
their courses rocky ; the anchorage at the bar h&ag 
shifting sand, and not mud possessing any tenainty. 
The river Mesurado is no exception to this, for as I 
was crossing the bar in a four-oared gig, the Kruboys 
were obliged to get out and shove the boat off a bank 
of sand, which is reported to change its position with 
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every tide. Monrovia is deprived of the northern sea- 
breeze in its purity, by the long eandy beach and brush- 
wood which stretches from Cape Mount to St. Paul's 
Biver, across which it must pass before reaching the 
place, and of the westerly wind by a high peak of land 
intervening between the town and the sea. On the 
summit of this peak is built a Ughthouse very much 
resembling a colossal pepper-caster, as you view it from 
the harbour. 

The city is erected on an eminence which you can 
ascend from the shore by either of three or four rugged 
pathways, past the church, a hotel, and the President's 
house, until you find yourself in some place, ^hich one 
tries to realise into the fact of a street. But it cannot 
be done. Houses are jotted down as if they bad been 
dropped out of the sky ; flowers of the richest hue are 
in the gardens ; but there is a stillnese, with an absence 
of spirit or business in the place that made me at first 
wonder where I was. I looked up at the President's 
house, the chilliest, most prison-looking building at 
which I have ever gazed, — then up at the mammoth 
pepper-caster, then down the street, yet no sign of life 
was anywhere. 

A copy of President Roberts's message, which had 
been delivered at the House of Assembly the day before 
one of my visits, was put into my hands as I was leaving 
the hotel, and its perusal afforded me a great deal of 
pleasure. It was couched in a style creditable to any 
statesman, and, amongst other facts, mentioned that the 
Emperor of France had presented 1000 stand of arms 
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to the Liberiaa Republic. Since that time President 
Koberte has given place to President Benson. 

Monrovia has a population of about 2000; but I 
fancy that the majority of its inhabitants are yery 
unlike Harper, the American negro, who was reported 
to me (by virtue of his poaeeseion of the freedom of 
Liberia) to have taken a farm of ten acres of ground up 
the St. Paul's River, and to have been cultivating cofiee 
at an extraordinary rate. Within three years previona 
to the time of my information (at the beginning of 
1854) he had 200,000 coffee trees fit for transplanting, 
and 400 or 500 of them transplanted, as well as in full 
hearing. 

It is out of men Uke this that African nationality 
must grow to make it what it ought to be, " racy of 
the soil," and thus poAsessing endurance. Such a 
nationality will be the only true and effident eradicator 
of slavery. "To fill up Liberia with an ignorant, 
inexperienced, half-1>arbaroua race just escaped &om the 
chains of slavery, would be only to prolong for agce the 
period of struggle and conflict which attends the in- 
ception of new enterprises." Thus writes Mrs. Stowe; 
and as this lady testifies that the labours of a body 
comparatively small, in the north of her country, can 
show forth examples of men formerly slaves who have 
rapidly acquired property, reputation, and education, 
" amongst whom talent has been developed, and who 
for moral tTMts of honesty, kindness, tenderness of 
feeling, for heroic efforts and self-denial, endured for 
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the ranBom of brethren and frieods yet in slaverj, have 
been remarkable to a degree, that, coneidering the in- 
flaences under which they vere born, is really remark- 
able," — there ahouM be hope for Africa in such a cUbs 
ae this.* 

" Honeaty, kindaeaB, tenderness, heroic self-denial I " 
— these traits developed out of such a slough as existed 
in the plantation of Simon Legree, prove that there are 
innate germs of nature's nobility beneath the skins of 
the eable song of Ethiopia. And in the vii^in soil of 
Africa's young community, the inculcation of industrial, 
moral, intellectual, and Christian truths would evidently 
produce a golden harvest, of which may the mercantile 
community of our Christian Queen of England be the 
tillers and the gleaners I 

The appeanmce of the track of the sea'-coast for 
several miles eastward of Monrovia presents no variety. 
Interminable forests of acacia, and mangrove ; an end- 
less beach of white sand, with a small town, or a few 
slave barracoons on the shore, are the only evidences of 
human existence. 

At Grand Sestros and at the town of Cape Palmas 
are the chief colonies of Krumeo, from which our 

• The Bet. Dr. WiUia, ProfeeBot of Divinily M Toronto College, 
in the course of a lecture wMch be delivered in Glugow on Canada, 
stated that there were about 60,000 emancipated shiTeB settled in 
Canada ; moat of them had fled from bondage. He had repeatedly 
preached to coagregationa of emancipated slaTCS, and had ever found 
them Bttentire and deriiDt Thef appeared to him to enter vith more 
■pirtt into the praiae of Qod than white men generally. 
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merchant ships and men-of-war are sapplied, and withont 
whose aaeistance it would be impossible for Europeans 
to carry on trade in Western Afiica. 

The town of Grand Seetros ia the onlj part of the 
Kni coast at which I have been ashore, and it is verf 
primitive in its fashioning, A cluster of rooke are near 
the landing-place, on a steep shelving beach, ag^nst 
which in the runy season the surf beats furiously. The 
houses are formed of plaited bamboo stems, which are 
first sliced, and thee woven together, to fabricate walls, 
withont any mud or plaster. Leaves of bamboo form 
the roofs, which in many cases looked like gigantic bee- 
hives, over-topped by a circular dish that was again 
sunnounted by a sagsr-loaf form of the same material. 
Ko cultivation of the land is observed about, save for 
rice. The house of the king was unlike the others, 
b^g quadrilateral, and was longer than the rest. Be 
was an old man, named Onee, and had a very stupid, 
expressionless countenance, with no more evidence of 
intelligence than if it had been carved in eboay. He 
came out into his courtyard to greet me, wearing a 
fiimiture-chintz dressing-gown, and having a slave 
carrying over his head an umbrella, which seems to be 
a gine qu& non with all African potentates. 

Fisbtown, Bocktown, and Cavally are contiguous to 
and to the eastward of Cape Falmas. From these 
localities the best kruboys can be procured. The cape 
has a lighthouse on the western extremity ; and 
between it and the town are a few bouses, occupied by 
American missionarieB, from which the star-spangled 
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banner is seen floating when a ship is near enough for 
obaerration. 

Ab soon as a vessel ia visible on this part of the coast, 
tendbg ehorewarda, anmbers of Kntmen come off in 
their little canoes, at first appearing in the distaoce 
like black spots on the water ; but) as they approach the 
ship, three or four black bodies are recognised iii each 
canoe, ratting on the calves of their legs bent under 
tfaem, and paddling aa if for their very lives, in order to 
be in time for competition in the engagement of their 
services. Each man is furnished with a character either 
for himself or his apprentices, which he calls a "book" 
(a generic term given to all writiiige by the Africans), to 
which be adds as much self-laudation as he thinks will 
go down with his anticipated employer. 

Speaking only of their physical qualificatjons, I believe 
them to be the bone and mnew of the negro races of 
Western Africa, the only men of the Ethiopian tribe 
who will bear any amount of hard work without com- 
pltuning. By their system of apprenticeehip, a number 
of young men will attach themselves for a certain period 
to a head man, ao called from his being considered the 
representative head of the young men. This head man 
hoe made a few voyages to leeward, to the oil rivers, 
before he can obt^n a name and be allowed to build a 
house, or to trade. It is his duty to ship the boys 
off for the oil rivers, which he can more effectually 
do from his knowledge of the trading-masters, and 
from his facility in talking the extraordinary jabber 
of Anglo-African language, which can be heard daily 
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amongst his conntry men in the streets of Liverpool. 
For this service the head man is entitled to the one 
month's advance of wages always paid by the super- 
cargo of liie ship at the time of engagement, and to a 
portion of the boy's salary on his return. When a boy 
has made two or three voyages, and can speak English 
with the fluency of other head men, he becomes a head 
man himself, buys wives for himself amongst the fami- 
lies of nations around him, whom he obliges to work for 
him in his declining years ; and a Kniman is considered 
as a very independent gentleman when he can cease 
hiring himself out, and has twenty or thirty wives at 
his command. At a Kruman's death his wives become 
the property of his son, as part of his chattels ; and thus 
a man may, literally speaking, have his own mother for 
his wife. 

This social condition is considered, and justly too, as 
one of the greatest brutalities connected with the vile 
system of polygamy in Westera Africa. But I think 
the anti-poly gamists go a little beyond the lo^c of true 
Christian induction by instituting a parallel between 
these usages in heathenised lauds and their aspects of 
its supposed existence amongst us at home. In Eng- 
land the possibility of such an arrangement woiUd be 
abhorrent to the vilest nature, save to Mormons and 
AgapemonJans. In Africa, interiorly as well as on the 
coast, there is an absencs of any consideration for blood 
relationship in the matter of marital connections. Sons 
have their mothers, brothers their sisters, and uncles 
thur nieces in the same affinity — in name only, the 
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reader will please to observe, and not de facto, as one 
or two instaDces will eufSce to demonstrate. The pre- 
sent King Bell of CamerooDs had only two wives on 
bis father's death, but nbea that event took place he 
made a selection from the wives of the late king, and 
now possesses beyond thirty, the majority of whom were 
owned by bis father, to whom be succeeded as ruler. 
King Feppel, the ex-King of Bonny, had his own slater 
called his bead wife, whilst one of the daughters of King 
Eyo of Old Calabar is wife of the king's brother, whose 
daughter is again married to the king's eldest son. 

Such a position of afiairs will doubtless appear very 
glaring to those who are accustomed to regard wives in 
the light in which they are regarded in England, both 
in law and scripture teaching. A comparison of this 
kind would be unjust to the African. Many of the 
monarchs look upon their wives chiefly in the light of 
soldiers or domestic helps. The King of Ashantee baa 
three thousand three hundred and thirty-three (a num- 
ber which Mr. East facetiously tells us " is never ex- 
ceeded "), whom it would be absurd to consider in the 
light of marital companions, even if we did not know 
that the majority of them constitute his army of Ama- 
zons. The King of Yoruba told Clapperton that he did 
not know how many wives and children be had; but 
be was sure that his wives would reach hand in hand 
from Katunga, his capital, to Jenna, a distance of about 
250 miles. Bowditcb, in his *' Mission from Cape Coast 
Castle to Ashantee," mentions many instances of the 
monarchs being furnished with a like profusion ; and 
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although nothing could be farther from my mind than to 
express a sanction or toleration of this apparent absence 
of moral usage, it is magnifying the animality of the 
negro race a little too mncli to paint them in the 
colours wherein they are usually depicted in appeals 
to our Christian public. 

One remarkable trait in the character of theKram en 
18 thus recorded hy M'Queen, — " they never enslave one 
another ; " and a very beautifnl characteristic is that 
mentioned by Mr. Wilson' of the Kruman's love for his 
mother, — " Her name, whether dead or alire, ia always 
on bis lips and in his heart. She is the first being he 
thinka of when awaking from his slumbers, and the last 
he remembers when be closes his eyes in sleep. To her 
be confides secrets which he would reveal to no other 
human being on the face of the earth. He cares for no 
one elae in times of sickness. She alone must prepare 
bis food, administer his medicines, perform bis ablutions, 
and spread his mat for bim. He flies to ber in the hour 
of distress ; for he well knows, if all the rest of the world 
turn agunst him, she will be eteadfiuit in love whether 
he ia right or wrong." 

They have the same silly superstitiona, a belief in 
jU'juB and fetiahee, as all the races who are uncivilised 
and unchristianised, but nothing of the bloodthirsty 
practices that are engrafted on the idolatry of the natives 



• Weatern Africa, its Condition, Hiatorj-, and Prospects ; by the Bev. 
I L. Wilson 1 p. 116. Cbaps. iii. iv. v. and Ti. of this work contain the 
most interesting lecoid I bare seen giten of tbe liiBtoi7 of these people. 
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of the Bight of Biafra. Their language is principally 
a combinatioii of TOweU, and, from its peouliar nasal 
pronunciation, can rarely be acquired by an Englishmau. 
Different nationa of them speak different languages, and 
Captain Adams has justly remarked "that the tower of 
Babel might have been built oa the western shores of 
Africa, as a different langui^e is Bpoken at every ten 
or twelve miles, though these different languages are 
generally understood by the natives along the coast." 

The Krumen, in rowing or paddling boats or canoes, 
take parts of a song in pairs, as if carrying on question 
and response ; and the whole join in chorus at the end 
of each verse. I am inclined to think, owing to their 
great length, that these songs are improvised ; and 
the fact is recorded by Mr. Smith in his " Trade 
and Travels on the Gulf of Guinea," that " in Bonny, 
Krumen sing songs which their countrymen can hear in 
another ship, and whereby they manage to communicate 
the running news of the time." On our reaching the 
bar of the Nun, in returning from the ascent of the 
Kiger, Tshadda, and Binue in 1854, one of our Kruhoya 
composed an extempore song, in which he celebrated the 
safe return of himself and his countrymen fnmi n river 
of such a deadly character, recording all the incidents of 
our voyage, and giving to each of the officers on board 
that meed of praise to which their poet laureate con- 
sidered them individually entitled. These Kruboys, the 
majority of whom were Fishtown men, were thirty-three 
in number ; and I feel pleasure in recording here that 
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they could Dot have worked more enei^et^callyi or acted 
more fiuthfully, had they been choaen for the pnrpoee. 

I regret, very much, that hitherto all my efforts to 
obtain an early history of these people have fuled ; for 
I believe they are the moat remarkable race of negroea 
to be met with in all Ainca. 

In Laird and OldGeld'e narrative of the Expedition 
into the Interior of Africa, by the river Kiger*, in 1833* 
an instance is recorded of the Kmmen's devotion to 
their head man, who got into di^race, that reflects great 
credit upon bis subordinates. A most remarkable pecu- 
liarity is their unwillingness to expatriate themselves 
for a length of time ; and their affections towards 
their parents, wives, and children are as deeply founded 
and as powerful aa those of any civilised nation in the 
world. The Krumen take an oath by swallowing a few 
grains of salt placed on the cover of a bible. 

Leaving Cape Palmas behind, we come to the Grain 
Coast, and thence to the Gold Coast, which Uea be- 
tween Cape Lihu and Cape St. Paul's. The town of 
Axim, in a bay of that name, is visible, with its old 
Dutch fort, before we reach Cape Three Poiuta, where 
are two forts, those of Antonio and Brandenburg. On 
Point Aguydah are the ruins of another Dutch fort, 
situated over a small negro village bearing the satne 
name aa the point. 

To the eastward of Cape Three Pointa, we paes the 
fort and town of Dix Cove, one of the British settle- 

■ Vol i p. S61 1 Bentlef, Ifmioa, 1S36. 
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menta on the Gold Coast A Uttle further on are the 
villages of Pompondee and Secondefii then Shunt* and 
we come within view of the Caatle of St. George 
d'Elmins with its white walk. The whole of this 
part of the coast la occupied by a Dntch and English 
fort alternately. Eleven miles lower down, our anchor 
is dropped opposite Cape Coast castle. , 
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CHAP. IV. 

Cape Coast and iM Castle. — A Walk thnioglL the Town to Fort 
William. — L. £. !•■'» GraTe. — Deacriptioii of the Place in which she 
it boiied. — Uj Senaationi on seeing it. — Beiiitation of the Calnnmiea 
against Herself and Hnebajid. — Sappoaed Canse of her Death. — 
Tbe Gold Countrr interior to Cape Coast. — Mode of Swearing 
amongst the Natives. — D/senlerj and Guinea Worm the prevailing 
Diseases here. — Some Notes aboat Ashaniee. — Itkit. — He Fort of 
Stjomes. — The Foil Ttuc, and NatiTB Objection to it.— Tbe Gcdd 
Uines of Alum. — The Artificera at Akra. — Akim Snpcntition. 

In raj progress along the shores of Western AiHca, 
there was no part of the coast to which I turned with 
such an ardent desire as to ttus, a place endeared to 
every Englishman hy its b^ng the final reating-place 
of L. E. L., the sepulchre of her whose muse was the 
delight of my early days, whose fate I bitterly 
mourned in common with all who admired her genius, 
and whose memory flings a poetic halo about this 
desert shore, that changes its barren soil into a bloom- 
ing garden. 

The foreground of Cape Coast town, whose native 
name is Inquah, is chiefly occupied hy the castle, which, 
with its white bastions and buttresses, forming an 
agreeable contrast to the brown roofs of the native 
houses, stretches over a good length of beach, and is 
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guarded from the sea by a ledge of rocks, agiunst 
whose front tbe waves beat furiously. The extreme 
view to the east is terminatBd by sand and brushwood ; 
to ihe west by the Dutch fort of Ehaimt Castle. Am 
boats cannot be safely managed along the Gold Coast, 
owing to the peculiar surging swell in the ocean, I 
must go on shore in a oanoe ; and getting on the land 
through a shower of spray, pass round the castle and 
find myself in the town. 

The castle is an irregular building of great extent 
and strength, surrounded by walls of five feet thickness 
at the base, but evidently best calculated for a defence 
seaward, the least likely poaition to be required. Aa* 
cending the main street opposite the castle gate, I pass 
by a Wesleyan chapel and some eubstantial houses, 
the residences of European merchants or their agents. 
A visit to many of them showed me that the houses 
here are the most eubetanttal and most comfortable to 
be found in any town of Western Africa, not even 
excepting Sierra Leone. A street leading from the 
Wesleyan chapel towards the right, has a row of 
]c(tj india-rubber trees on ^ther ea.de, wlucb, meeting 
in th& centre, make a natund paraaol, from one end of 
the street to the other,-^-a plan that ought to be adopted 
in the towns of all intertropical countriesi Here and 
there, I observed small heaps of sand swept up into 
little pyramids &om the streets, which, on inquiiy, I 
learned were gathered to be washed for the gold, which 
is thus to be obtained in the very earth upon which I 
walked. 
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la the western side of tbe town U the market-pUce 
of tlie natives, containiDg Half a dozen parallel aheds, 
and presenting, during market-time, the most amusing 
picture to be seen in Xegroland. I will defer a descrip- 
tion of one of these until arriving at a place where its 
characteristics are more varied than at Cape Coast. On 
two peaks of hill inside are Fort Victoria and Fort Wil- 
liam. The latter ie the nearer, and the eauer of access, 
and has a lighthouse at the summit of its tower. Stand- 
ing within its ramparts, my eyes ranged over a swelling 
campagne of hills and vales, of mound and valley, 
stretching away for many miles ; with clumps of cactus 
and groves of acada. A road leading away towards 
Annamaboe and the farm-house of Mr. Hutton, on the 
way to Benlah, are the only objects to break the 
monotony of the vast tract of country. Taming down 
the town, the castle again engrosses attention. De- 
scending the hill on the road whereby I ascended, I 
soon found myself within its walls. 'A sfJendid range 
of apartments for the governor, a library uid news- 
room for the officers, and a force of about 200 n^;ro 
troops, are attached to the military arrangements of the 
castle. 

I felt a solemn awe, as if I were treading opon hal- 
lowed ground, when going into the furthermost court- 
yard from the entrance, and the nearest to the sea. 
Here L. E. L. is buried. Ked tilee and qnadrangular 
flags, scarcely discernible from tbe mass of rubbiefa over 
them, pointed out to me the burial-places of officers, 
all without inscriptionB to ugnify whose ashes repose 
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below. A tablet to the memoiy of James Swanzy, Esq., 
is fixed in the wall on the left aide after you enter the 
court. On the oppomte side, and directly facing her 
grave, is the following inscription on a marble slab: — 
" Hie jacet sepnltum omne quod mortale fuit L. EL 
Maclean, qnam ^r^ft omatam indole, Musis unice 
omatam, omninmque amores secum trahentem, in ipeo 
satatia flore mors immatura rapuit, die Octobris 15mo, 
1838, setatis 36to. Quod spectas, viator, marmor, va- 
num heu doloria monuinentum, conjux moerena erexit." 
— Which may thus be translated for the unclassical 
reader: "Here lies interred all that was mortal of 
L. E. Maclean, adorned with a pure mind, singularly 
favoured of the Mnsee, and drawing the love of all 
towards her. Premature death snatched her away ia 
the £ower of her age, on the 15th October, 1838, aged 
36 years. The marble which you behold, oh tra- 
veller ! a sorrowing husband has erected, — vain monu- 
ment of his grief." 

The grave is distinguished by twelve red tiles, over 
which the soldiers march, and the workmen tread, every 
day ; whereon the tropical sun pours down its intensest 
blaze, as the little negro duldren toddle over it on 
their way to or from school and their req>ective abodes 
within the castle. But when I looked around to as- 
certHin if I were in a reality, — with the bncka and 
mortar for some repiurs, strewed over the tiles — with a 
few howitzers lying upon her husband's grave along- 
side of hers — with the faces of n^ro soldiers gazing 
down at me from the ramparts — the maeio of the seai 
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breaking ia melodious chiming on the rocks outude, 
was the only thing that seemed to me to pay fitting 
devotion to her spirit'B rest, Aincan habitB, horrors, 
and wonders, the sea, the desert, and the people, be- 
came the fancies and dreams as well as the realides of 
her later years, and. she is now laid amongst them far 
away, 

" Betide the moaning ses. 
And where acaciAs waTe." 

In a chapter of his work, devoted specially to the 
subject, Mr. Cmiksbank* has tried to refut« the 
calumnies that were cu^sulated of her self-destruction, 
and of her unbappiness with her husband. He writes, 
** There was no evidence save that of a malignant 
woman to prove the former, and every act of her d^Iy 
life at Cape Coast fully disproved the latter. If any 
fiuth can be placed in appearances, I believe that she 
'Would willingly have shielded him from euch cruel 
asper^ons at the sacrifice of herself. I never heard 
her speak of him but with pride, and as a woman speaks 
who loves her husband." 

Yet Dr. Madden; in his late work on the " Life and 
Correspondence of the Countess of Slessington," gives 
a history of Governor Maclean's conduct to her as dia- 
metrically opposed to this as darkness is to light. 

In company with one of the most respectable tner^ 
chants of Cape Coast, I visited the boudoir in which 
she was found dead, and as he had been an intimate 

* Sixteen Tean on Ae Gold Cwu^ b; Brodie Craikahank. 
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acquuntance of L. E. h.'e, I felt confident he would 
tell me the truth about her &te. 

After showing him a copy of the Coonteas of Blea- 
rangtoa's letter contained in Dr. Madden's work, he 
aaaured me it was a tissue of errors from beginning to 
end. He had seen her the night before her death, afler 
she had finished writing a letter to Mrs. S. C. Hall, 
which was to have been brought home by a vessel about 
to leave the roads next moming, as her demise occurred 
previous to the establishment of the present line of 
mail steamers which touch at Cape Coast, On her last 
morning in this world she had written a note to my 
informant, requesting him to come up and see Mr, 
Maclean, who was a little unwell ; and on hb way to 
the castle, about an hour after receiving her note, he 
met a messenger who informed him that she was no 
more. On going into the room, he picked up a email 
bottle, which was labelled "Prassic Add, — three drops 
to kill a rabbit, five drops to destroy hnman life," and 
which the attendants had feared to touch before he 
came in. He was informed that they had heard her 
fall, and on trying to go into the room, found the door 
blocked np by her body, against whirfi they were forced 
to push with vigour before an entrance could be gained. 
He entertains no doubt but that feeling a spasmodic 
action of the heart coming on, a disease to which she 
was frequently liable, she put the bottle to her mouth 
and unwittingly imbibed enough to kill her. 

The woman with whom her husband had lived pre- 
vious to their marrii^e had gone to her native place 
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of Akra a long time before Mrs. Maclean came oat, 
and never after did he hold the slightest communication 
with her. My informant further added, that he had 
passed many a pleasant evening with the Governor and 
Mrs. Maclean, and never saw or heard of any domestic 
unhappinese between them. Yet so far did the tongue 
of scandal injure her husband, that after her death he 
was removed from the post of governor ; and when he 
died, was holding the subordinate utuatioo of judicial 
aseeeeor at Cape Coast. 

Gold forming the principal artide of export from 
Cape Coast, is brought to England annually to the' 
amount of from 70,000 to 80,000 pounds weight. 

At Wossa, about six days' journey from Cape Coast, 
it is found mixed with quartz; and at a place called 
Confu8-a-say, ten days' journey from the town (the 
furthermost part of the Wossa territory bordering on 
Ashantee), the greater part of the gold that comes from 
this locality is obttuned. It is there got in crystal 
quartz strata. This district belongs to the King of 
Inquah, whose capital is passed on the first day's, 
journey from Cape Coast, and whose tribute for work- 
ing the gold is levied thus: — any nugget weighing five 
ounces of gold is divided into three parts ; the working 
slaves receive one third, the owner of the slaves another 
third, and the king gets the reminder. 

No com is raised in the Inquah country, Foo-foo, 
made of pounded plantun fruit, and garnished with 
snuls, forms the chief condiment of the people. An 
eatable called kooee-kooee, which is a kind of foo-foo. 
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19 also manuf&ctnred from millet e«ed. All through 
Wossa there is a lai^e quantity of gum-elemi, which 
drops from the treea after the rainj aeaaon, and ia 
found imbedded in the ground by the gum hunters. 
The gamboge tree and the india-rubber tree grow plen- 
tifully all around the Cape Coast district. 

The natives in the Cape Coast country have a strange 
mode of swearing. Governor M'Carthy was killed on 
a Wednesday" in a battle with the Ashantees, and so 
the people swear by Wednesday, calling their objurga- 
tion " M'Carthy's oath or law." Whoever can be proved 
to have sworn falsely by this solemn form, has to pay a 
forfeit of two ounces of gold.t The Ashantees in the 
same war lost the battle of Cormantee ; and henoe one of 
their natJon swearing untruly by this memorable event 
insures the loss of his head. 

The black ladies of Cape Coast mourn by having 
their heads shaved and then whitewashed with chalk 
water. 

Dysentery is more prevalent at this place than fever; 
and that abominable disease, the dracunculus, or Guinea 
worm, prevails very much amongst Europeans as well 
as amongst negroes. Dr, Soe informed me that in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, they were found 
from the knee downwards. Some of them I have seen 
extracted from the limbs which were a yard in length, 
one especially, a yard and two inches long, taken from 

• IliB 21at of January, 1824. 

t Gold is Talaed here at 4JL an ounce :oa« ounce conBtitiiUtlSackleB, 
each of which ii equivalent to a doilar'a worth of ailTer. 
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the back of a n^ro'e hand, after it bad been k31ed hj tlie 
blowofawoodenmler. In AbTSunia, Bruce tells ua, tbia 
disease is called Pbareatert, or " the curse of Pharaoh." 

loterior to Cape Coaat is the kingdom of Aahantee, 
one of the most powerful and despotic monarchies in 
Africa. The rilest paganism is practised in this coun- 
try, — the worship of sharks and snakes; and with it 
is coupled the brutality of human sacrifices in their 
most appalling features. The remarkable thirst which 
the monarch and people have for human blood apringa 
either from a desire to vent their spleen on enemies 
taken in war, to worship their deities, to appease the 
spirits of their heroes killed in battle, or from the 
belief that the victims will act as slaves to them in a 
fiiture state. 

Sometimes the skulls and other bones of great men 
are dug out of their places of burial to be washed with 
the blood of the alain. Frequently graves are saturated 
with the latter, and although some of their customs are 
similar to those reported to have prevailed in Asia 
during the days of Moses, they are the most truculent 
savages that the face of the eardi can show in the nine- 
teenth century. 

Dupuis, Bowditch, and Lander describe the fearful 
scenes which they saw taking place in Ashantee, with 
appalling minuteness. Mr. Bowdit«h was British envoy 
to the court of Coomassee, the capital, in 1811, and 
details horrors of human sacrifices dreadful enough to 
make one's fiesh creep. 

The king is an absolute monarch. A violation of the 
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marriage tie ia punishable hy death, although prostitu- 
tion is legalised b; the state. 

The ehore between Cape Coaat and Akra* presents 
the same unvarying aspect as the greater part of 
Westem Alrica, — an unbroken line of beach with 
glistening sand, a vegetation of perpetual verdure, 
forming a palisading wearisome to look at, from its 
monotony of colours, botanical character, form, and 
proportion. 

The setting sun cast a vivid glare, as the tropical sun 
only can, on the white wnlls of St. James's and the 
Dutch fort at Akra as we steamed into the roadstead. 
The fort of Christianhnrg stood out prominently about 
three miles to the eastward. On landing, I walked up 
a brick-paved esplanade by St. James's fort, and en- 
tered British Akra. The town la divided into two 
portions, of which the forts constitute the governing 
and protective authorities. Hence there are British 
Akra and Dutch Akra. The native houses here have 
a dismal appearance, being built of mud, not white- 
washed, and roofed with a dusky straw, the ends of 
which hang down like a slovenly boy's hair sadly in 
want of a comb. But the domestic arrai^mente inside 
give one a better idea of the people. Walls ornamented 
with framed engravings of sacred pictures, beds with 
clean clothing on them, chairs and tables, show evidence 
of a progress in avilisation not to be found everywhere 

* Derived from Akrim, whidi, in the natiTe 
The interior conntiy is Tsriegated all over wlih 
the bng-n-bog, or Termei/ataiii species. 
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on the coast. Many of the men trade in monkey and 
leopard skins, some of them are skilful artificers in gold 
and silver, and others engage in trading for gum-copal, 
with which the inner country abounds. 

The females at Akra wear enormona bustles — not 
from any idea of grace or beauty attached to such an 
appendage, but from their conviction of its utility, in 
enitbling them to support their children, and occasionally 
to carry loads on their backs with less muscular strain 
than they could without them. A church and a school, 
the houses of merchants, two hotels with English sign- 
boards on them, and a level high road leading down to 
Christiauburg, brought back England to my mind, save 
for the absence of turnpike gates, and the presence of ant- 
pyramids along the course of the road. A lake stretcher 
away to the westward in the direction of Cape Coast ; 
and far beyond, and around it, is an immense tract of 
country, not covered with thick brushwood, but dotted 
with bunches of euphorbia, which grows around Akra 
in profusion. An overland post is kept up between 
Akra and Cape Coast, a distance of eighty miles ; and 
this is transmitted from either place by alternate relays 
of negro runners, who leave both stations twice a week. 

It was in the year 1492 that the Portuguese took 
poasesMon of Akra and established a government there. 
But the authorities acted towards the natives with such 
cruelty, that the latter rose up against them, and ex- 
terminated them to a man. The place where the 
governor was killed is still considered such sacred oc 
accursed ground, that the women anoint all theirnewly- 
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born children with earth gathered from the spot, which 
they suppose posaessea the power of imparting to the 
infant a spirit of resistance against tyranny, such as 
characterised their forefathers. 

In 1848, the Eling of Denmark made overtures to the 
British government for the purchase of his possessions on 
(he Gold Coast. The overtures were accepted, and for 
ihe sum of ten thousand pounds these were handed over 
in 1851. They consisted of Christianburg Castle, the 
fort at Akra, with three minor stations, Ningo, Adda, 
and Quittah, giving to our government command over 
a line of territory from Cape Coast to the eastward of 
the Yolta — a distance of 140 miles, and inland several 
days' journey from the shore. 

As soon as our government came into possession of 
the administrative authority at thb part of the coast, a 
council was summoned in April, 1852, at Cape Coast 
Castle, presided over by Major Hill (now a Lieut- 
Colonel, and the respected governor of Sierra Leone), 
and composed of the British authorities, as well as of 
the chiefs and head men of the countries under British 
protection. The purpose of the council was, as the third 
section of the proclamation issued by them states, to take 
into consideration the advantages which the chiefs and 
natives derive from the protection afforded them by 
Her Majesty's Government, and to declare it reason- 
able and necessary that the natives generally should 
contribute to the support of tfae government, by sub- 
mitting from time to time to pay such taxes as may be 
determined on by the majority of the chiefs assembled 
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in counial with His Excellency the Governor. From 
thia a poll-tax of a shilling a head for every man, woman, 
and child residing in the districts under British protec- 
tion was decided to be levied. The master of a house 
or head of a family to be considered responsible for 
the whole of the inmates of the bouse. This procla- 
mation further set forth, in the eleventh section, 
" That the revenue derived from the tax after the pay- 
ment of stipends of the chiefs taid other expenses 
attending its collection, be devoted to the public good ; 
in the education of the people ; in the general improve- 
ment and extension of the judicial system ; in affording 
greater faulitiee of internal communication; in increased 
medical aid, and in such other measures of improvement 
and utility as the state of the social progress may render 
necessary ; " and " that the chiefs be informed of the 
mode of its application, as well as entitled to offer ench 
suggestions on this point as they may consider neceseary." 

On the whole coast of Western Africa that I have 
visited, from Goree to Cameroona, I never met a race of 
negroes so conscious of their mental inferiority to white 
men, and yet so full of noble aspirations to climb a step or 
two on the ladder of civilisation, as those I conversed 
with at Akra. A poll-tax collector at Christianburg told 
me that he had been pud three hundred and thirty- 
seven ounces of gold as poll-tax for the last year, in the 
Ahim district, and that the people would pay more if 
they were conscious of receiving for it value in protec- 
tion or information. 

At Akim, which is three days' land journey from 
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Akra, they have one of the best gold miDes ia this part 
of the country. It is sunk only to a depth of twenty 
feet from the surface. The native miners will not drive 
horizontal shafts, from a very curions saperstition. The 
soil being loose, sandy, and deficient in tenacity, it falls 
down as soon as they cut under it in that manner, with- 
out support ; and they believe it to be the fetish who is 
the guardian spirit of the gold, that causes the earth to 
come down in order to put a limit to human avarice 
impelled by the auri »acra fames. 

The artificers at the goldsmiths' shops in Akra are all 
native negroes, taught the art, no doubt, by the Spanish 
and Portuguese original settlers of those nations. A score 
of them at work in a shop would really be a picture 
worthy the pencil of Lorraine— -some assaying — some 
melting — others blowing fires with small bellows — 
more hammering on Lilliputian anvils ; others portioning 
with charcoal, and more fashioning chains for rings or 
bracelets. One of the tribe brought out for my inspec- 
tion some ear-rings and bracelets, the manufacture of 
which would have done credit to a London house. But 
as the majority of them are poor, the gold is generally 
brought by those who want to get ornaments fabricated, 
which can be done to any design or pattern. 

At Akra, the people name their children after that 
day of the week on which they are born. 

The people in the interior country at Akim — of 
whose excellent gold mines I have already spoken — 
have for a fetish what is called a " catagury," a lai^e 
brass pan said to have fallen in some remote age from 
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heaven, but which is kept from inquisitiTe eyes, as no 
one is yet recorded to have seen it. The fetish house 
18 ornamented with swords and axes having golden 
handles ; and the drums are ornamented with g(dd 
also. The fetish man or high priest is always very 
rich, because if a person dies without having conciliated 
him, he has the power of ordering the corpse to be 
placed in an upright position inside the house. Should 
the body retain its perpendicularity all the property 
it posseseed when living is clumed by the &mily ; if 
it fall, which the fetish man has knowledge enough of 
the peculiarity of gravity in a dead body always to 
secure, the effects of the defunct must of course be 
at once handed over to the Moloch of superstition. In 
cases of sickness, a goat is often given as a placebo 
to the fetish, which is required always to pass through 
the hands of the representative priest, and whose fate 
may be easily divined. 

There is a German missionary establishment at 
Akrapong, about thirty miles inland from Akro, 
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The Bight of Benin. — Whydah and AppL — Viat* Monopoly at the 

latter Flace. — Badagry. — Fecoliaritj of Lagos Roadstead. — Geo- 
graphical Position of the Town, and Description of it. — Of the 

Salirel at LagOB The Abbeokatan Woirion Commerce of the 

neighbouring Conntriea. — The Cotton ExpOTtalioD froni Lagos. — 
The Froncfa Settlement of Falma. — Benin Biver. — The lomen. — 
The Niger between Benin and Ndq Biver. — Inlerrening Boundarj 
of the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

Between Cape St. Patil, which is the eastern boun- 
dary of the Gold Coast, and Cape Formosa, the western 
boandary of the Bight of Biafra, is contained the Bight 
of Benin. Of its chief ports, — Whydah, Porto Novo, 
Badi^y, Lagos, and Benin river, the three first have 
long been notorious slave -dealing outlets. The trade 
has been chiefly carried on by Spanish and Portuguese 
residents at these places ; but the watchfulness of the 
African squadron, and the fact of a British consul having 
been sent to reside at Lagos, have been severe impedi- 
ments to the success of the inhuman traffickers. 

About fifteen miles west of Whydah, and seventy 
from Lagos, is a fort named Appi Yista. For the whole 
right and liberty to trade in palm oil at this place, — I 
have been informed on good authority, — one of the oldest 
and most celebrated slave-dealing residents there gives 
the Eing of Dahomey something near 10,000 dollars a 
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year. That such a sum should be paid for this exclnaive 
privilege shows the importance of the locality; and the 
iniquity of the monopoly is further proved by the fact, 
that the king binds all his traders to give palm oil to 
this man, and to him alone, at the price fixed upon it by 
His Majesty. So that, no matter how this valuable 
product may fluctuate in value elsewhere, the king's 
despotic law must he obeyed, or the lose of their heads 
is the forfeiture paid by those who revolt agiunst it. 

Interior to the li^oon, about a mile from the sea- 
shore, and twenty-five to the eastward of Porto Novo, 
is the town of Badiigry with a population of about 5000. 
In the olden times of slave-trading Badagry was chiefly 
supplied from the Dahomey and Issoo countries. An 
overland route from this town would bring the traveller 
in four days to Abbeokuta*, one of the chief towns in 
the Yoruba kingdom, possessing a population of from 
sixty to eighty thousand people, and being entirely sui^ 
rounded by walls, whose circumference is fifteen miles. 
It was from Badagry likewise that the brothers Lander 
penetrated when they discovered the outlet of the long 
famous Niger. 

The peculiarity that impresses itself on the perceptions 
of all persons visiting Lagos for the first time is the dis- 
agreeable surging roll of the sea, whereof one becomes 

* The name AbbeokaCa is deriTcd trom two words of the Toraba 
language i " Abbe " (nndei'), and " Oknta " (a stone, or rock), from the 
cftTB in which the Eglia fagitivca were used to take refiige during the 
times of the slave wars. For a more accnratelj descriptire accoant 
of this celebrated city, see MIsa Tncker's " Abbeoknta, or Snnriw 
within the TrapicG." Nisbel and Co., Beraera Street: LoadoD, lS53w 
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« 
conscious as soon bs the vessel is anchored in the roadr 
etead. I felt the motion of the ship as if she were in a 
marine swing-swong ; bat the disagreeable senBation of 
not being able to walk on deck was a little modified 
by looking roand the harbour and observing all the 
other crafts engaged in the same topsy-tnrry riding , 
so prone is human nature to be influenced even by in- 
voluntary sympathy in its sufferings. Men-of-war of 
large tonnage, even steamers of 200 horse-power, which 
one would think ought to have sufficient weight of ma- 
chinery to keep them steady, took iu water through their 
bulls' eyes, over the officers' beds, in one or two cases, 
where these apertures were n^lected to be closed; and 
the difficulty of climbing up or down a ship's side to get 
out of or into a boat is not at all alleviated by the pros- 
pect of half a dozen sharks cruising about in the water 
underneath, and ready, without the slightest compunc- 
tion, to make an annexation of a human body, if it fall in. 
The harbour of Lagos is full of these prowling monsters 
of the deep, and so daring are they that they swim close 
alongside a boat, with their back fins completely above the 
water. Before the natural breakwater was formed, which 
now runs parallel with the mouth of the river and about 
a quarter of a mile from it, there was a line of breakers in 
which the sea rolled with a fearful " thud," and over 
which it was nearly imposnble for canoes to float in 
safety. The slavers, however, made the effort; for with 
the profits of that inhuman trade * they could afford the 

E that are shipped escapsB to 
m for the onclsf of 
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losses which frequently occurred from the canoes up- 
setting here, and all their anfortunate occupants be- 
coming at once food for the sharks. Heuce the sharks 
grew in number, lu krodiy, and in sagacity ; and it is 
recorded that they always hovered about the bar, ac- 
companying canoee to the ships in anticipation of a 
meal 

Lagos (to which the name Eko has been given by the 
natives, and Oni, by the Portuguese) is situated in lat. 
6° 28' N., and long. 15° 52' W., at the mouth of the 
river Osaa, running from Badagry into the Lake 
Cradoo, the other end of which communicatee with 
Benin, 

The town of Lagos is built on an island of the same 
name, and is situated about four miles from the river's 
mouth. Unfortunately, there is not draught enough of 
water for vessels of ordioary tonnage to cross the bar 
where it joins the sea. There, it is not more than a 
quarter of a mile wide, and its mouth is not visible 
seaward from its emptying itself by an angulanty in 
the land. Turning round this corner, after passing 
through a narrow channel that exists between the 
breakers and the beach, and which is navigable only 
for boats, we can pass by the stores of Hamburg 
traders, and recognise a few white houses peering up 
amongst the ocean of arborescence that rises on the 
high ground before us. By degrees, brown-roofed 
dwellings and brown walls become at first indistinctly 

alL Benee the risks that have been run, and the ingeuuitf that haa 
been resoned to in tbu pnniait. 
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visible in the morning's haze. Aa I approached the 
beach at the town, I obeerred a number of men fishing 
in canoes, eome with rod and bait, others with nets, 
and many women, tidily dreesed, coming down to the 
river's side for water. The river pier of the British 
consul's residence (Mr. Campbell) is the nearest place 
for landing. The Church missionaries have a very 
extensive piece of ground, waited and fenced in, with 
a comfortable dwelling-house, and a large school at- 
tached to the premises. As the front of their esta- 
blishment faces the river, to get to the town I walked 
through the backward part of the courtyard, on which 
the largest market-place in Lagos abuts. The wall 
around it, as well as the walls through the town, are all 
strengthened by butti-esaes. The streets are generally 
of soft sand; but in many of them there are double 
rows of trees, as in Cape Coast Town, that form a very 
grateful shade. The houses are generally built of mud, 
which, when it becomes hard, is quite durable. Many 
are whitewashed, and the majority bear an air of com- 
fort about them. A verandah, formed by causing the 
roof to project, and an elevation of ground reused about 
ft foot above the level of the street, constitute the 
shops, in which British manufactured goods and articles 
of native produce are exposed for sale in a manner that 
does credit to the taste of the arranger. Nearly all the 
women here, ae well as the men, do not dress in the 
savage attire of the bip'swathe alone, seen on so many 
other parts of the coast. They wear flowing garments ; 
in the women, reaching from the waist, and in the men 
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from the shoalder to the heel, — both sweeping the 
ground, as the tog(E of the Romans did before the 
Christian era, and ladies' dresses also were used to do 
not many years back in Regent Street and Piccadilly. 
But whatever sex they are, the people of Lagos im- 
pressed me with the notion of their being not <mly 
conscious of existence, but of feeling something of 
responsibility attached to the fact. Every one whom I 
met in the town walked along as if he had a feat to 
accomplish aa well a determination to complete it ; and 
the many armed men that I observed parading about, 
with white or scarlet turbans on their heads, and scimi- 
tars in their hands, seemed exactly like men who un- 
derstood the responsibility of being warriors, and of 
being prepared when occasion arose for the proof. 

These warriors were placed by the Abbeokutane in 
Lagos, and paid by their government to protect the 
natives against the nsnrpations of Kosoko, who, etima- 
lated no doubt by the Spanish and Portuguese slave 
traders, organised a plan to intercept all legitimate 
trafBo. This he commenced by deposing the late king, 
Akitoye, the rightful sovereign of Lagos, who was 
restored in 1851, but who died in September, 1853. 
Akitoye's son, Dosumo, was then declared king, and 
his assertion of the sovereignty sanctioned by Rear- 
Admiral Bruce ae well as by H.B.M.'8 consul, Mr. 
Campbell. 

Kosoko I believe to be a man whom nothing but the 
fear of punishment will keep from the illegal traffic of 
the slave trade. Mr. Macgregor Laird, in his evidence 
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before a Committee of tbe Houae of Commons, has 
defined " moral force in Western Africa to mean a 
24-pounder, with a British seaman behind it ;" and on 
no part of the coast has this spedes of moral force been 
more earnestly required than at Lagos — by no one 
there more than by Kosoko, Even within the last year 
he has been known to have conspired with the King 
of Dahomey, with the intention of making an attack on 
liHgos, and driving all the anti-slave men and legal 
trafEc merchants out of the place. This attack was 
planned to be simultaneous with one to be made by his 
Dafaoman majesty on Abbeokuta. 

Li^;o8 is about six miles in circumference, and con- 
tains a very large population. Before the last Lagos 
war, Ejenrin, the market near Ekpe, in the laboo terri- 
tory, furnished the traders at this port with 60,000 or 
70,000 gallons of palm oil pet week. A communica- 
tion by creeks can be made hence to Bonny, a distance 
of 270 miles (as the crow flies), but its bar is the great 
obstacle to its ever becoming a prosperous trading 
location. Otherwise, I believe the country interior 
to it to be inexhaustible in the production of palm 
oil, as well as other industrial resources.* Cow- 
ries are the chief currency here, varying in value as 
government consols or railway shares do at home ; but 
generally averaging 2000 — which b called a head — 
for a dollar. The Hamburg merchants, who are traders 
at Lagos, charter ships to bring cargoes of cowries from 

• Tide Appendix A. 
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Zanzebar and other parts of the east coast, where they 
can be obt^oed. 

Within the last few years some hales of cotton 
have been exported from L^;o8 to England; and the 
amount stated to me by Rev, Mr. Crowther, as cleared 
at Abbeokuta in 1856, was 33,491 pounds in weight. 
This gentleman further adds, in a communication on the 
subject, " The highest price at which sound cotton from 
Abbeokuta was sold at Alanchester was from 6^. to 
ejiperlb., and the lowest price from i^. to 6d, per lb. 
It is imposfflble to tell the quantity or extent of cotton 
plantation in Abbeokuta, inasmuch as we have not yet 
made impression on the email portions brought to 
market for sale, and of their store-houses in their 
&rms. Beudes the above quantity, we are getting 
about ten tons ready for the ' Token' as part of her 
cai^o this month. All this will be shipped over Lagos 
bar ; of courae we watch for a fair opportunity to ship 
it." 

And despite of the enthusiasm of some Manchester 
gentlemen on the subject, I cantiot avoid believing that 
the frequent want of that " fair opportunity " in con- 
sequence of the perpetual surf of the bar, will ever 
present an obstacle to Lagos becoming the great outlet 
for cotton from the interior countries on the west coast 
of Africa. The districts inland from the mouths of the 
Niger, Bonny, Old Ealabar, and Cameroons rivers are as 
eligible for the cultivation of cotton as any localities in 
the Yomba kingdom ; and these rivers have the ad- 
vantage of presenting no obstacles to the transit (^ 
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produce or cargo at an^ eeasoii of the year or coadition 
of the tide.* 

East of Lagos several iarm villages stretch along the 
shore ; and about thirtj" miles in the same direction ia 
the small town of Palma, which promises to become 
a place of rising trade ^nce the French have set- 
tled there. The paloi-nnts are reported to grow in 
this district in such abundance, that a large extent of 
country is covered with them as they fall from the 
trees unnoticed and unused. Forty miles further on 
is the Sio Formosa, or Benin river, with nothing but 
the small town of Oddy between, and a few brown 
huts upon the beach. 

Never having been at Benin, I cannot describe it; 
for the town is a long journey from the place where 
ships lie for trading. 

The way to Benin town, which is called in the 
native language Bini, and in some old maps Oedo, is by 
passing Giatto creek, through which Governor Beecroft 
attempted to reach the Niger in his ascent with the 
Ethiope steamer in 1840. It was at Gatto Town, up 
this creek, that the African traveller Belzoni died. 

In the Warree country, which lies between the 
Benin and Nun rivers, is a piratical tribe, named lo- 
men, who are supposed to he of the Ejo race, resident 
In the Oru country. They live by pillaging all the 
canoes they can lay hold of, containing either British 
goods or palm oil. 

• Vide Appendix B. 
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A communicBtioa may be made from Lagos to Old 
Kalabar by creeks leading from one to the other of the 
many rivers that constitute the Delta of the Niger, and 
this comprisea a coast distance of nearly three hundred 
miles. According to Capt^n Denbam's survey, be- 
tween Benin and the river Nun are the outlets of the 
Esclaros, Forcados, Bamoaa, Dodo, Penington, Middle- 
ton, vith two streams called the Winstanley Outfalls, 
and the Sengana branch of the Kun, all Sowing from 
the stream which is formed by the junction of the 
Kworra and Tahadda, at an inland distance of nearly 
300 miles from the sea. 
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Apteb passing the Sengana outlet and before coming 
to the Nun, we find that projection of land entitled 
Cape Formosa. The Bight of Biafra extends from thia 
Cape, which is in lat. 4° 5' N., long. 6° E., to Cape St. 
John, in lat. 1° 15' N., long. 9° 30' £., a distance round 
the coast line of 400 miles, and in a straight direc- 
tion of 280. The Bight of Biafra also includes in it 
Fernando Po, Princes, St. Thomas and Anno Bon 
Islands. Within this Bight are contained the rivers. 
Nun, Brass (or Bento), St. Kicholas, St Barbara, 
St. Bartholomew, Sombrero, New Calabar, Bonny, 
Andony, Old Calabar, Bio del Bey, Bimbia, Cameroons, 
Bslimba, Boreah, Campo, Bati, St. Benito, and Bassa- 
koo. The first named eight, with the other rivers ez- 
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tending to Beam (mentioned at the end of last cbiipter^ 
are known to have communication with the Kworra 
interiorly. 

It is three hundred years since these portions of 
Africa around the delta of this noble stream were 
known to Enropeane, and more than two hundred since 
English traffic was first commenced here. Since that 
time its name has been associated with appalling records 
of African mortality ; and even still its mouths are 
known to contain little more attractive features than 
mnd and mangrovee, with their concomitant abomina- 
tions of mosquitoes and malaria. 

After traversing the country frc«n Badagry to Bonssa, 
— where twenty years before Mungo Park waa killed, — 
Bichard Lander with his brother made a descent of the 
Kworra, in canoes, and came out at the Nun mouth, in 
November 1830. This was the first discovery of the 
outlet of the Niger, Kworra, or Joliba, which has been 
mentioned in African history from the days of Herodo- 
tus and Ptolemy to the present time. "By the same 
stream, Messrs. Laird and Oldfield ascended this river 
on an exploring expedition, to trj' its trade-resources in 
1832. Their outfit conmsted of the "Kworra" and **A1- 
barkah" steamers, with forty-nine Europeans, of whom 
only nine lived to return. The expedition extended 
into the years 1833-34; and one of the vessels as- 
cended as high as Eabba ap the Kworra, and Dagbo 
up the T^hadda. Bichard Lander accompanied them, 
and, during the trading operations, was shot when re- 
turning from the month of the river in a canoe with 
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cowries, by some people of the Angiammah distnct of 
Oru country. He lived long enough to reach Clarence, 
in the island of Fernando Po, in whose necropolis he 
lies buried, without a tree or a stone to mark the place 
of his sepulture. 

In 1840, the late Governor Beecroft went up the 
"Sigev in the .^thlope eteamer, to within a few miles of 
Lever (which is only thirty miles this side of Boussa), 
and where the rapidity of the current, caused by jut- 
ting rocks, intercepted the further pr<^e8a of his ves- 
sel. He entered the Kiger, a little above Tniro island, 
from Benin river, having paaaed up Toungtown creek, 
through the Rio des Forcados, which flows across the 
Warree country. His first attempt was to get up 
Gatto creek, about forty miles from the Benin bar, but 
he found this impassable for a steamer. 

The "Albert," the "Wilberforce," and the " Soudan" 
steanaers were sent out by Government in 1841, under 
the auspices of His Koyal Highness Prince Albert, and 
the late Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton. The object of 
this expedition was to make treaties with the African 
kings on the banks of the Kiger, for the suppreaaion of 
the slave trade. To teach them the industrial art of 
agriculture, a model farm was established un:ler Mount 
Stirling, near the confluence of the Kworra and Tshadda. 
Yet fitted out and guided though it was by eminent scien- 
tific men, it proved a complete failure. The highest point 
reached was Egga, and the only steamer that arrived 
there was the " Albert." From this she was obliged 
to return, in consectueiice of the mortality amongst her 
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crew from the river fever. The European officera, 
marines, seameiii engioeere, and stoktTB amounted, in 
the tliree Tesaele, to 145 men, of whom forty-eight 
died. The "Albert" was onlj Hzty-four days from the 
time of crosenng the bar, tiU she returned, and yet ia 
that time lost nineteen from river fever, of whom 
twelve were s^Iore, and seven officers, besides five 
taken by death previously from oasualties ; the " Wilber- 
force " was up forty-five days, and lost seveD {xooi river 
fever, six sailors and one officer, with three from ordi- 
nary causes beforehand ; and the " Soodan," io her 
forty days' voyage, was minus five officers and ei^t 
sailors. 

The "Albert " was assisted in her return by Governor 
Beecroi^, who, with that manliness for which he was 
remarkable, went to her assistance in the steamer 
"^thiope," as soon as he discovered by the arrival at 
Fernando Po of the " Wilberforce " and " Soudan," that 
the whole affiiir had proved a fiiilure. 

Such a history of African adventure up tiie Niger 
was not very promising for future explorers; and at 
first thought our expedition in 1854* seemed to all, who 
knew no more about African shores than its recorded 
tacts of mortality indicate, as very like a "forlorn hope " 



* " NvratiTe of the Niger, Tshodda, and Binae ExpIoiMioii, inclod- 
iog a Beport oa the Podtion and Froapects of Trade up those Rirera ; 
with Benuks on the Ualsria and Fevere of WeBtera AfUcB," bj T. 
J. HutchinsoD, Esq., Her BrilBnnic Mqert^'a CodsdI ftn the Bigbt of 
Biafto, fortoiug porta 91 and 93 of the "Travellei'B Libiai;." litm- 
doD : Langman, Brown, GTeen, aod I 
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to undertake. Yet it succeeded in a sanitary point of 
view beyond any expedition of which African history 
gives OB record ; and I may here expkin the chief object 
for which the *' Plwad" was commiaaioned. 

At the end of the year 1849, Mr. Kichardson, an 
Englbhman, who had been previously known by his ex- 
ploration of part of the Northern Sahara, from Tripoli to 
Ghadames, Ghat, and Murzuk, was joined by two Ger- 
mans, Dra. Barth and Overweg, in a political and com- 
mercial expedition which he was about to undertake to 
Central Africa, under the saDOtion of Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment. Their route was made from Tripoli, through 
the Sahara to Damergu, on the borders of Sudan, and a 
frontier country of Bomu ; whence they travelled ia 
different directions: Mr. Kichardson proceeding toUn- 
gumtiia in Boma ; Dr. Barth traveUing by Katshna 
and Kano ; and Dr. Overweg by a circuitous westerly 
route through Guber and Mariada — making arrange- 
ments to have Euksj the capital of Bomu, the place of 
their final rendezvous. All three never met i^ain ; for 
Mr. BichardsoQ died at Ungurutua on the 4th of March 
1851 ; and twenty days before the melancholy news of 
his demise reached Dr. Barth, Dr. Overweg arrived at 
Kuka, there to meet his surviving colle^ue ; and they 
both went in company to Kanem, to the north of Lake 
Tshad, after Dr. Overweg had circumnavigated the lake, 
and launched on its waters a boat entitled the " Lord 
Falmerston " at Maduari, east of Kuka, the very place 
where he expired on the I7th of September, 1852. 

To enumerate the peculiarities of the countries visited 
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by these enterpriBing travellers — nuny of them terri- 
tories hitherto untrodden by European feet — is not my 
purpose. And it is only aa conoeoted with our voyage, 
that I make the following extract from Dr. Barth's 
journal, written on his route from Kuka to Yola, be- 
tween May and July, 1851 : — 

" The most important day, however, in all my African 
journeys, was the 18th of June, when we reached the 
river Binue, at a point coUed Taepe, where it ie joined 
by the river Faro.' Since leaving Europe, I had not 
seen so large and imposing a river. The Binue, or 
* mother of waters,' which is by far the larger one of the 
twc^ is half a mile broad, and nine and a quarter feet 
deep in the channel where we crossed it^ On our re- 
turn, eleven days later, it had risen a foot and a half. 
The Faro is five-twelfths of a mile broad, and three feet 
deep, which increased to seven and a quarter by our 
return. Both rivers have a very strong current, and 
run to the west into the Kworra. We crossed the 
Binue in boats, made out of single trees, twenty-five to 
thirty-five feet long, and one to one and a half foot 
broad; and forded the Faro, which Utter was not ac- 
complished without difficulty, on account of the strong 
current. The Binue is said to rise nine days' journey 
from Yola, in a south-easterly direction, and the Faro 
seven days* jonmey distant, in a rock called Labul. 
During the nuny season the country is inundated to a 

* In lu. 9° 2' N. and long. 14° K, S3S geographic*! milea to the 
Bonth of Knki, aod 415 geographical miles In a direct line, east b; 
north, from ibe conflnenot of the T^dda vritb the Kwona. 
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great extent by the two rivere, which rise to their 
highest level towards the end of July, and remun at 
that level for forty days, namely, till the first of Sep- 
tember, when the waters begin to falL Both rivers are 
full of crocodilea, and the Binue is said to carry gold. 
After having crossed the rivers with some d!£Sculty to 
the camels, we passed at first through some swampy 
ground, then through a very fine country, thickly in- 
habited, and reached YcJa, the capital of Adamawa, on 
the 22nd of June." 

Dr. Barth remained at Tola only four days, in conae- 
sequence of discourteous treatment he received from the 
eultan, Mahotnmed Lawal ; but he stayed long enough 
to be informed that Adamawa is one of the richest 
kingdoms in Centr^ Africa for ivory — that the neigh- 
bouring and more southern kingdom of Kororoofa yields 
various mineral productions — that both are fertile and 
thickly populated, and governed by monarchs who are 
subject to the great Filatah sultan at Sakatu. He 
mentions the inhabitants of Wukari, the capital of 
Kororoofa, as being clothed ; but as he did not vbit the 
place, he can only take this from information received at 
Kuka. 

This discovery' — if the Binue and Tshaddaare proved 
to be one stream — has demonstrated that the tatter 
river has no connection with Lake Tshad, the only rivers 
communicating with that lake being the Shary and the 
Yeou, or Komad^Ut that flow into it, instead of having 
it for their source. 

The " Pleiad " was built by Mr. John Lwrd in 
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Birkenhead; vas a screw steamer, measuring a huo- 
dred and five feet in length and twenty-four in beam, 
with an engine of forty horse-power, and a register 
of seventy- one tons. Her afWr and fore cabins con- 
tained, each, five state rooms for the officers, with a 
steward's pantry and a bath. Through all of the offi- 
cers' rooms from one to the other there was ventilation 
by means of movable jalousies; and above the doors 
were passages to admit a current of air from the corridor 
that ran from the ladder to the saloon. The after cabin 
was elegantly fitted up with mahogany tables — green 
morocco leather sofa — a bronzed chandelier — marble 
sideboards — and mirrors on either ude of the entrance. 
An ample library also formed part of her furniture. 
Parallel with the cabin ceiling on either side ranged a 
dozen sabres ; and between the bull's eyes a number of 
pistols were suspended. On deck she had two two* 
pound swivels in her bows, two four-pound carronades 
on the quarter-deck, and a long Tom twelve-pounder 
between the fore bold and fore cabin. 

She was the first exploring vessel ever fitted with the 
screw propeller, and having been built on the model of 
the famous yacht " America," displacement was procured 
by breadth, not leugth, as may be known by her mea- 
surement With the propeller lifted, she was a fast 
sailing schooner ; and hence the peculiarity of her build 
enabled her to make the voyage out to the scene of 
operations without the necessity of taking in fuel of 
green wood on the coast, which is sure to engender fever. 
Her shortness rendered her also more manageable up 
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the river ; and at sea she was able to steam ten knots an 
hour. 

The contract between the Lords of the Admiralty and 
Mr. Liurd was to the effect, that he should build this 
steamer aud pay aU the expenses of the voyi^ for a sum 
of 5000/. With this he was also to carry out as pas- 
eeogers such offioere aB the Government might appoint 
The native negro races being incapable of appreciating 
an expedition of a purely scientific character, Mr. Lurd 
aaw that the amicable reception of the ships and admi- 
ralty officers would in a great measure depend on the 
ostenuble motive of their voyage. She was therefore 
fitted up with a cargo for trading in ivory, shea butter, 
and palm oil Dr. Baikie, E. N., D. J. May, Esq., 
B. N., and an assistant of Dr. fiaikie's constituted the 
Admiralty gentlemen on board. The late Governor 
Beecroft, Spanish governor of Fernando Po and H. B. 
M.'s consul for the Bight of Biafra, volunteered for the 
command of the expedition ; and, as he was a veteran 
in Niger exploration, his services were at once accepted 
by the Government. Unfortunately he died during the 
*' Pleiad's " pass^e out to Fernando Po, and hia place 
was taken by Dr. Baikie, who was the senior Grovem- 
ment officer. 

Our crew, when leaving Fernando Po for the Kiger, 
on the 8th of July, consisted of three Admiralty gentle- 
men and the Kev. Mr. Crowther, nine European officers 
sent out by Mr, Xiaird (of whom I was one, and in 
medical charge of the ship's crew); twenty-one Africans 
OS SEulors, interpreters, and firemen, with thirty-three 
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Knunen, making an aggregate of sizty-MX id our little 
Tessel. We arrived at Feraando Fo on our return the 
7th of the following November, having been away for a 
period of 122 days, with the same number and the same 
hands on board, without a single mishap by disease or 
accident I 

Similar success in a sanitary point of view attended 
the expedition throughout ; and so<»i after our return to 
England, Mr. Laird addressed a letter to Lord Claren- 
don, ui^g on Her Majesty's Government the expe- 
diency of making " annual vi^ts " to these rivers by 
means of a steamer, and justifying his recommendation 
on the grounds of the " Pleiad's " voyage. " Standing 
oat in broad relief," wrote Mr. Laird, " from all former 
ascents of the Niger or land expeditions of discovery 
into Central Africa, the Chadda expedition is remarkable 
for the safe return to this country of all Europeans en- 
gaged in it" 

All the energies of our Government being engaged 
in the Crimean war at the time of the " Ftdad's " 
arrival home in the beginning of 1855, nothing was 
done in that year in answer to this appeal. But at the 
end of 1656, Mr. Laird entered into a new contract 
with the Foreign Office Department of Her Majesty's 
Government, to supply a steamer every spring for 
6ve years, and at the same time made preparations 
to enter with commercial spirit into the speculation. 
Dr. Baikie was again entrusted with the command of 
this expedition, and arrived at Fernando Po, with 
several brother officers, in the month of May, 1857, on 
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board the Boyal Mwl Steamer " Candace." They left 
ClareDce on board the " Dayapring " od the 29th of 
June. A schooner, the " Qeoi^e," which was to be 
placed for trading purposea at the confluence, Bailed 
from Clarence on the 25th June, for the moath of the 
Brass SiTer, to be toweil up by tlie steamer. 

The " Daysfning " was built somewhat on the model 
of the " Pleiad," with the difference of bong twenty 
feet ehorterj — with her engines on deck — and drawing 
only four feet of water. 

*' The muD objects of this expedition," according to 
the tnatmctione from Her Majesty's Government, are 
to explore the Biver Niger and its tributaries ; to a»cer- 
tun the natural productions and capabilities of the 
countries through which they flow ; to enter into 
friendly relations with the native chiefs ; to facilitate 
the return of liberated A&icans to their homes, and 
practically to show the advant^e of legitimate trade 
over the debasing and demoralising traffic in slaves." 

Dr. Baikie was further authorised to confer with the 
present Filatah Sultan Alihu at Sokoto, to which place 
he was to proceed overland from Rabba. After execut- 
ing Ilia commission with the Sultan, be was to advance 
in a northerly direction to Teai, returning from thia to 
Rabba by water. The operations of the explorers 
were also to include an overland journey to Ahbeokuta 
and Lagos acroas the Yoruba country ; a trip to the 
Kororoofa and Adamawa kingdoma up the Tshadda and 
Binue ; and a march from Igbebe, the large town at 
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the confluence, to the district of At^m near the Etbiope 
B&pids up the Croee River. 

Kothing could be more promising for the result of 
such an expe^tion than the directions contained in the 
following extract from the instructions : — " It ia most 
desirable to impress on the chiefs that yon are there as 
traders, not as coIonistS) not as acquirers of land ; but 
simply as traders and as the protectors of trade." 

TbeBer. Messrs. Crowther and Taylor, of the Church 
Missionary Society, were members of the party, with 
interpreters, and intended to establish branches of their 
mission wherever a site was found available for the 
purpose. 
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Braes Kv«r. — Liiider*a Deacription of iU chief Town. — Tint to TVa 
Village. — Appropriateueu of Twa fur & SlaTe-Crading Depot — 
Skel^ of Biua Tavn. — Present Kings of Brass — Its domeaCic 
SlaTery. — PrinM^nituregliip, — New Kalnbar River. — King Ama- 
kree. — The Town of New Kalabar. — The Jn-jn King. — Amakree'i 
Ja-ja House. — Fecoliar Fashion amongst the Ladies. -.- Bonny 
BiTer. — Statistics of former Slare Trade in Bonnj. — The Fdm Oil 
trading Stations interior to B0UD7. — Sketch of Bonnj Town. — The 
Iguana (the Bonnj Ja-ja). — Style of Architectara in Boonj. — 
Horrors of the Jn-ja Hotue. — The Market Place. — Gx-Eing Pep- 
pel's Physique. — His Sncceisor, King Dappo. — Internecine War 
consequent on the Death of the latter. — Peppel's labseqaent Career. 
— The Sqnit]' Cotut Hoose. — Andonj BiTer. 

Thb River Brass, or Bento (storied by the natiTea who 
reside near ite mouth Twa Tora), is the next id position 
to the N^un, its outlet being only about twelve miles 
from the latter. The inbabitants of this locality style 
their territory Nimbe. The Abos call it Itebu. From 
the Nan to Brass there is a water passage called 
Akassa creek ; and Akassa T^ra is the name ^ven by 
the inhabitaats of the latter country to the former 
river. Between the Nun and Brass Bivers besides 
the small village of Akassa, are three towns, Billet- 
shima, Egummo, and Iliama, all situated on the banks 
of a small creek that flows into the eea, not half a mile 
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from the vest side of Braaa River. The Ui^est of 
these ia Billetehima, beariog the prefix of Oko, which 
in the Nimbe language means "great." The inhabitants 
speak 8 different language from the Braes ; and they 
pronounce Akaaea with the guttural sound of Akagha. 

" Of all the wretched, filthy, and contemptible places 
in this world of ours," writes Richard Lander *, " none 
can present to the eye of a stranger ao miserable an 
appearance, or can offer such disguBting and loathsome 
sighta, as this abominable Brass town. Dogs, goats, 
and other animals, were running about the dirty streets, 
half starved, whose hnngry looks could only be ex- 
ceeded by the famishing appearance of the men, 
women, and children, which bespoke the penury and 
wretchedness to which they were reduced, while the 
skins of many were covered with odious boils, and 
their huts were falling to the ground from neglect and 
decay." 

The mouth of Brass River is not more than half a 
mile in width across the bar; but when one arrives in- 
side, tliere ia a noble expanse of sixteen or eighteen 
miles in circumference, reminding you at once of Milford 
Haven. 

Twa, where the native pilots reside, is not visible 
until your boat is on tfae beach, at the very town, and 
alongside the houses. The passage to it is through a 
very tortuous creek, which at low water emits such 
noxious effluvia as would make one certain that Hark 

• "' TraTelf into the Interior of Africa," p.'690. London i 1836.' 
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Tapley could have " found credit in being jolly " if 
compelled to take up hia living here. Huge radideB of 
mangroTeS) Bome of them larger than their parent 
stems, seemed twisted into a Gordian knot of arboreacent 
existence, as if they were reeolved (not to lift up, but) 
to let down their giant arms in rebellion agunst their 
parent stock. 

This village is composed of a number of miserable 
hnta, and the streets, if the narrow pathways can be 
denominated such, are diversified by heaps of oyster 
shells, a profusion of nungrore, cocoa-nut, aod plantain 
trees, with narrow streaks of muddy water stretching 
their whole length even in the dry season. What it 
must be when the heavy rains fall, I would rather 
imagine than practically realise; but the effect of its 
abominations is visible in the face of every man, 
woman, and child to be met about. 

From the position of Twa — up a creek where 
canoes can float — perfectly shut in from human obser- 
vation in the harbour, and its proximity to the sea, I 
have no doubt that it was originally intended as a half- 
way depSt for the slaves sent down from Brass town, 
when the slave trade flourished in this locality. 

Brass, the capital of this territory, being about 
thirty miles from the mouth of the river, I determined 
to pay it a visit on one of my trips there in a man-of- 
war, and BO proceeded on the voyage up the river in a 
boat, as the water was reported to be too shallow for 
the ascent of a steamer. 

Fasung the small creek leading to Twa round Fiah- 
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town point, and akirting along a wide creek to Fishtown 
or Oguonuna, by another trending to the town of 
Faatoi, and by a third commonicating with the St. 
Nicholas Biver, we soon get out of the Brass main 
stream, and navigate an apparently interminable wind- 
ing of creeks. 

On arriving there I found that it is divided into two 
towns ; the Obnllum Abry side being governed by 
Keya, a nephew of the late King Boy, and the Bass* 
ambry by Orishima, a near relative of King Jackets. 

The frontage of Orishima's town presents a convex 
crescent shape, but neither of the cities shows a feature 
one whit more attractive than they did in Lander's 
time. The whole journey up does not afford one 
square inch of Urra Jirma, being nothing more than 
mud and water, out of which mangrove is springing; 
and the ground whereon the houses are erected, seems 
to be formed of the debris of a sort of periwinkle shell, 
called in the native language semee. The fish contained 
in these is one of the epicurean delicacies of food with 
the inhabitants. The streets cont^ned in the wet 
season, when I visited it, little but mud and filth, 
piles of red wood, for fire-wood, with mangrove stems 
having oyeter-shells placed outside the doors for a pro- 
tecting ju-ju. 

The system of polythebm, founded on th^ belief in 
spiritual and intelligent beings taking ap their residence 
in natural bodies, is the most general superstition all 
over Western Africa. To this the title ju-ju, or fetish, 
is siven, exitreeuve as well of a malignant demon as of 
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a protective power, and to be appeased or honoured by 
a propitiatory sacrifice. 

In Brass the grey and white kingfishers are ju-ju or 
sacred, and therefore not molested. The same holds 
good with reference to a bird about the size of a dove, 
and in its movements resembling the water- wagtail. 
Yams are not cultivated in Brass territory ; and if you 
ask the head men why this is ao, their answer is, " Ju-ju 
no will." 

Outude the Bassambry side of the city and along a 
pathway over which the stem roots of bombax trees are 
ramifying in luxuriance, is the Brass head ju-ju honae, 
whose high priest Mummo was seated there on my 
visit to it. His left arm was resting upon the rudely- 
carved figure of a small elephant, which is supposed to 
be the guardian numen when he is away. A phrenolo- 
gically-charted cast of the human skull in plaster of 
Paris, a few jugs with the figures of Tarn O'Shsnter 
and Souter Johnny in bold relief beneath their spouts, 
and a number of wooden puppet-aize human figures carved 
by native artists constitute the chief ornaments of the 
place. In the centre of the room is an iron staff about 
five feet in height, surrounded by eight bent spear- 
heads. This b styled the tokoi, and at its bottom is a 
hole into which libations are poured as a sacrifice to the 
ju-ju who is supposed to he influenced by them. 

A very brutal practice exists with the Brass people, 
of occasionally sacrificing an Albino child at the bar of 
the river, for the purpose of appeasing the ju-ju of the 
surf, so as to permit vessels to come in. 
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At some locality between Brass and New Kalabar, 
there is a tribe living who are entitled by the inhabitants 
of both places " God-country people." They are the 
head ju-ju men, referred to in all grievous difficulties 
and bear with them a kind of " Delphio oracle " reputa- 
tion. In Braes they are styled the Ekrika nangos'; 
and the same gentry haye a like sacred reputation at 
New Kalabar and Bonny. 

A remarkable characteristic of the Brass people is 
the absence of petty thievery. Kot that they can be 
said to yield, in their qualifications of importunate 
be^ng and swindling in reference to their palm-oil 
debts, to any negro nation ; but the lactus eruditut, so 
certain a development of the adhesive faculty amongst 
negroes in contiguous districts, is entirely unpractised by 
them. 

The Brass people are naturally not brutal; for human 
sacrifices, save in the case of the Albino just mentioned, 
are not practised. The bead ju-ja man is the chief referee 
in criminal cases. One, if not the only one, of tbeir 
forms of trial by ordeal, is that of driving a quill through 
the tip of the tongue : if it do not break, the accused is 
pronounced guilty ; in case it fractures, the culprit is 
declared innocent. 

The chief attractive features of Brass town are the 
kennels in the passages of streets, amphibia entitled 
mud-fish or jump-fish in the puddle between the man- 
grove bushes and the water, with the variety at night of 

■ " Nango " is the Nimbe word for " peo^e." 
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bull Iroge, rate, and mosquitoes everywhere. Yet more 
agreeable than an^ of these, to a person passing a night 
there as I did, is the perpetual clatter of the women 
going to and returning from fishing, whose appearance in 
the morning will delight every lover of natural beauty 
when he sees some of them bedaubed over with powder 
of red eauuders-wood (bright nlmoet to a pinkish hue), 
styled umbia, and others ornamented with a black 
pigment which is obtained from the juice of an apple- 
shaped pod entitled mummeree. One of these fashions 
gives the wearer the semblance of a highly-tinged Ked 
Indian ; and the other strikes you as being an illus- 
tration of carrying coals to Newcastle. I have been 
informed by Mr. McCall, a very intelligent supercargo 
at Brass, that he has known houses to become the pro- 
perty of three difierent persons of a family in ten years, 
thus giving an abstract idea at least of the shortness of 
human life in this part of the world. 

In the domestJo slavery of the Brass country, — the 
only one, I am happy to say, now existing, — there are two 
classes ; the Egbo-boe, or nigger-niggers, who are em- 
ployed as puU-a-boye for the canoes and to do the 
most menial work — and the Winna-bos, who are a higher 
grade, ranking as adopted children, and having liberty, 
if they possess means, to purchase their own freedom. 

The law of primogenitureship is not sanctioned by 
the Brass people; so that when a man dies, the fncnds 
and relations elect a head man, according to competency, 
to rule the domestic concerns of the family and the com- 
mercial uSairs of bts territory. 
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In the upper end of the harbour is a large island 
called Opolobo (or big island) which would be a capital 
place for a mercantile station for anj commercial expedi- 
tion settled up the Kiger. Brass River may be reached 
from the Nan by passing Akassa Creek which flows 
from opposite the lower end of Alburkah Island, nearly 
to a juxtaposition with the hulks that are moored inside 
the Brass bar. 

Between this and the New Kalabar are the St. 
Nicholas, the St. Barbara, the St. Bartholomew, the 
Sombrero, but nothing of the country interior to these 
is known, as no le^timate trade has been as yet opened 
in them. 

In former times New Kalabar and Bonny riTers had 
a common embouchure ; but of late years the confluence 
of the streams flowmg down with the regurgitation of 
the sea-tides backwards hag formed a laige bank of 
sand between their months. This is called Breaker 
Island ; and its formation must have been recent, from 
the fact of its not appearing in the chart of these rivers 
drawn by Captain Yidal and the ofiBcers of H. M. S. 
** Barracouta " in 1826. 

Entering New Kalabar river you pass between Fouch£ 
Point and Breaker Island, — the fint on the western, 
the second on the eastern side. There is a fearful 
roll of breakers perpetually on this point, and no vessel 
is safe going in here without a pilot, who can always be 
obtained from Fouchfi Town, by firing a gun when an- 
chored in the offing. From this latter place, where 
the trading vessels are stationed opposite Young Town, 
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you pasa no village, save that of the pilots' residence, 
and about eight miles higher up is the capital of New 
Kalabar and in which King Amakree resides. 

Amakree is the most independent king to be met 
anywhere on the coast; and I believe he owes this 
reputation to the fact of hiB not taking goods on trust 
from any supercargo, nor allowing his people to do it, 
consequently maintaining hie high position. 

He is past the middle age, and has a very anxious ex- 
pression of countenance, as if subject to the influence of 
some internal malignant disease. On state occasions he 
is clothed in a black velvet tobe, and wears a black bat 
with several brass stars on it, and a profusion of beads 
round his neck. 

Many of the streets of his city reach down in parallel 
rows to the wafer's edge of the creek, which is barri- 
caded in its whole extent of shore by the entrances into 
the streets and with stout and lofty palisading. AH 
the people met with in the town have an air of sturdi- 
ness in their walk, not to be seen elsewhere except at 
Lagos or Akra. In the centre, outside the king's 
palace, is a miniature copy of Trafalgar Square — with- 
out the monument and accessories — from whose basin 
all the townsfolk have permission to draw water ad 
libitum for their domestic use, without corporate in- 
terference of water-dues. 

The social position of the ju-ju king is before that of 
Amakree amongst his people. The ju-ju king is the 
head high priest, and holds the same preeminence over 
the monarch as Church does over (State in other parts 
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of the world. On public occasions the ju-ju king 
always walks before Amakree, having an umbrella held 
over his head by an attendant slave. Every great man 
in Xew Kalabar has a ju-ju house of his own, and the 
varieties of carving in ivory and wood to be seen in 
these heathen temples are grotesquely savage indeed. 
Inside of Amakree's there are four lai^e tusks carved 
to represent human figures, each one supposed to preside 
over its particular ju-ju dwelling-place. As at Brass, 
there ia an excavation in the groaad, in the centre of 
threefiguree, about a yard in circumference, in which solid 
oiferings are deposited, and around this cavity, which is 
supposed to be the deity's residence, are erected four 
mud-clay cones with a hole in the top of each, into 
which wine, rum, or palm-wine is poured as oblations 
to suit the different motives for sacrifice. 

The shark is the ju-ju of New Kalabar, and it is the 
custom every seven years to sacrifice the tawniest 
Negro child procurable, as an offering at the mouth of 
the river. 

The ladies of New Kalabar attempt the "gilding re- 
fined gold " system in their feshions ; for their faces, 
bodies, arms, and legs are painted over with black 
streaks and spots, and shapes of inexplicable patterns. 
That which strikes a stranger most is their mode of 
wearing bustles — generally about the size of small hay- 
cocks, and which are carried before instead of behind. 
This mode certainly — let the beau monde speak 
against it what they will — has the advantage of giving 
an upright carriage to the fair sex, which they are 
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obliged to aasume ia order to balance their po»e$ de 
promenade. 

Prom Kew Knlabar a pasdage may be made to Bonny 
between Breaker and Sbark islands without returning 
to the sea. 

Bonny Biver ie designated by the inhabitants of 
Braes, Okuloba-Toro, and by the natives of Bonny its 
former name is reputed to have been Okuloma, from 
the fact of a quantity of birds, seen on their first visit to 
the swamps where the town is erected, having deserted 
the place when it was fitted for human residence. The 
Bonny people came originally from some part of the 
Abo country. 

Bonny Town appears to me no better or cleaner than 
Brass ie described by Lander. It seems the ne plvs 
ultrh of abomination and filthiness, evidently a fitting 
Pandemonium for that vile traffic in human flesh that, 
during its continuance for twenty years, flourished at 
an export of twenty thousand slaves per year. Of 
these, nearly sixteen thousand were from the Abo coun- 
try, of which the original King Peppel of Bonny and 
Amakree of New Kalabar were natives, and some of 
whose ancestors were no doubt the earliest originators 
of the trade. Fairs for the sale of the human stock 
were held every five or six weeks, as horse and pig fairs 
are held at home with us ; and thie traffic was continued 
remorselessly until the abolition of the slave trade, by 
Act of Parliament, in 1819, and the consequent opening 
of the palm-oil traffic in 1821. The chief trading sta- 
tions interior to it are Iguangu, Sebrotonme, Ouragua, 
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Oriante, Kufe, Orata, and Kgbanaje, all m a territorial 
district Entitled Qua. A tribe of the Qua race I believe 
to have been the original owners of Bonnj district, as 
the; were of Old Kalabar. 

It is stated from aathentic information not to be 
doubted that, previons to the commencement of the 
palm-oil trade, 190 cargoes of slaves had been carried 
off from Bonny river during a period of fifteen months. 
The same acUvity which the former chiefs showed in 
the sale of their subjects, their successors are now ex- 
hibiting in the palm-oil markets ; for Bonny supplies the 
largest amount of that article that it brought from any 
river in Western Africa. There are generally from 
twelve to fifteen vessels in this stream ; and these com- 
prise an average tonnage of nine to twelve thousand tons. 
The New Kalabar river trade (the station not being 
more than sixteen miles irom Bonny) is carried on by 
subordinates of the traders in the last-mentioned river. 
The ships here are all moored opposite the town, only 
a few miles from the sea, conse(|uently under the full in- 
fluence of a sea breeze, and not cooped in a bight such 
as may be found up many of the rivers where mosqui- 
toes congregate in thonsands. 

All my subsequent visits to Bonny have impressed 
me with sensations similar to the first, when, landing on 
the sandy beach, hard by a cask house, with the inten- 
tion of exploring the town, I had not walked forty 
jards up a passage pointed out as the proper road by a 
"Kruboy chaperon, before my progress was arrested by a 
muddy-Jooking pool, from which rivulets ran on the 
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road, as far aa my eyes could reach, on the other aide. 
Locomotion was of course stopped, unless I adopted the 
alternative of riding on the Kruboy's shoulders, most 
kindly offered to me for that purpose by one of the 
supercargoes trading in a vessel moored in the river. 
So I mounted accordingly, the journey being aoytbiog 
but refreshing, indepeodeot of the perspiratory odour 
from my sable Rosinante, and from the foul vapours 
which he stirred up in the pool as he went along. For 
stagnant water and currents of liquid mud, with decom- 
posing vegetable matter, were everywhere visible, form- 
ing pleasant retreats for those nasty crawling reptiles, 
the iguana, many of whose fiimily were about. This 
animal is considered the Bonnyman'e ju-ju, or fetish; 
the tutelary genius of his town, and guardian of his 
trade. It is not a venomous reptile, and so is allowed 
to wander where it pleases with impunity. If a native 
were to kill or injure one of these animals, summary 
death would be his punishment ; if a white man, the 
stoppage of his ship's trade, and the infiiction of a con- 
siderable fine. 

The style of architecture in Bonny cannot be defined 
except as an extreme of Gothic angularity; and the 
possibility of distinguishing between back and front of 
the houses is out of the question. Only one file of 
walkers has room to traverse the passages, in which 
fronts, rears, gables, and angles of houaee jut out in 
amazing confusion. To get in or out of a gentleman's 
residence (a pilgrimage incumbent on every stranger 
who visits here) is like going through the maze at 
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Hampton Court — save for the siirroaikliDg Bceiiery — 
even in broad daylight. At the house of King Peppel 
I made my bow, and was conducted to hia inner court- 
yard. A clay ram, having real horns, and a human 
figure of like material, with hia two legs, » musket and 
sword which he held in his hnn^, sunk in the ground, 
were the gendarmet inside the door as I entered. 

But no sight I have ever witnessed, not even the 
room of horrors at Madame Tnssaud's, shocks one so 
much as the first view of the Bonny ju-ju house. The 
pillars of the two doors are formed of human skulls ; 
inside, the ground is paved with them ; an altar is 
erected on which is a dead iguana ; and the whole of 
this is fabricated of the same material as the pillars of 
the door. Two high colunms of them are bemde the 
altar ; a string of jaw-bones is hanging by the wall ; 
and these, you are informed, are the skulls of their 
enemies of the Andony country, which adjoins the 
Bonny territory, and with whom, a few years ago, they 
w^;ed a furious war. The stories that are told of their 
having devoured the bodies of the victims whose heads 
are here, seem too preposterous to believe, and are too 
disgusting to repeat. 

The miirket-place Is very small, and a huge wild 
cotton-tree is growing in the centre of it. Opposite 
the ex-king's house, the European traders had fitted up 
a sort of club-house of their own, to meet and discuss 
matters of trade, and have an evening's lounge in when 
the business of the day was over. Hie Majesty was 
not at home when I visited his palace, on my first tour 
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through his town, bat I brw him at his canoe-yard, 
whither I was directed. He appeared to me to be be- 
tween thirty and forty years of age, aemi-paralyeed, 
his articulation very much impeded. He had a care- 
worn expression about his countenance, which is not 
BO black OB that of many of the negro tribes I have 
Been on the coast Leaving him apparently indis- 
posed for much palaver, I returned by a creek at the 
back of the town, which reminded me of all I had read 
in the heathen mytholojiy of that Styx that leads to 
the conntry of bottomless notoriety. 

King Peppel had been deposed dace my first visit, 
and a younger man, Dappo, constituted monarch in his 
place. The latter, soon after bis assumption of the 
government, died of what the surgeons attached to the 
ships in the river report to have been an intus-suscep- 
tio ; and the superstitious people of the place, not uoder- 
standiug anything of a death from physical causes, 
attributed his demise to poison, administered by some 
of ex-King Peppel's family. Hence a fearful slaaghter 
was the consequence, and the white men's house, which 
had come to be used as a court of equity as well as a 
place of worship, was razed tothe ground, because the 
supercargoes had rescued two of Peppel's men, Taaibo, 
and Fred Peppel, from the fury of the mob. King 
Peppel threw himself on the protection of my prede- 
cessor. Governor Beecroft, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul for the Bight of Biafra, and accompanied that 
gentleman to Fernando Po. After Governor Beecroft's 
death, he was sent to the Island of Ascension by Go- 
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verDor Lyoelager, at that time Her Britannic Majesty's 
Acting Consul, and from Ascenuon he proceeded by- 
Sierra Leone to England. In London he was baptized, 
and became, it ia said, a diwiple of George Cruik- 
sbank's, in the Temperance cause. Of his character at 
Bonny, I wish to write nothiTig, because what I should 
write would not he in his favour. Bonny politics are 
now ruled by a species of provisional government, con- 
sisting of four men, who are entitled regents. 

The general design upon which the court of equity 
just mentioned was founded was, for the purpose of 
keeping commercial transactions between the European 
and native traders oa a proper basis of justice and 
honesty, as well as to nurture friendly feelings between 
both parties. In the absence of any international codes 
of jurisprudence, such a court was considered by its 
founders necessary to hold the natives true to the prin- 
ciples of fair and honest dealing, and the more so, aa 
there was no tribunal of appeal in this country for the 
recovery of debts due by the native traders to the 
supercargoes. Some of the head men, including the 
king, were representatives of their people in it, before 
the destruction of the house ; and by black traders, as 
well as by white, its utility to the healthy condition of 
their commerce was universally allowed. 

Of the next river, the Andony, nothing is yet known, 
and so we pass it by en voyage for Old Kalabar. 
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T7p tbe Old Kalabai Kver.— Tom Shot's Breakert and EaM Hefld. — 
Pecaliuitiea of tbe MangroTe Treea. — Dr. Brown's Deicription of 
tbem. — Panot Island, and the Superstition connected with it — 
Statistics of former Slave Trade in Old Ealabar. — Anti-SlBTetnuIe 
Treatjof ]842. — ClarkBOit'g Becord of Bmtaliciei committed daring 
Slave Trade llmea in thii River. — Explorations of Cross River; 

Governor Beecroft Ur. Coltharst's Attempt and Failure to reach 

the Niger from this Stream. — View of trading Vessels moored off 
Daketown (or ACarpah) ihe Capital of Old Kalahar. — Size of tbe 
Town and Number of Population. — Henshaw Town (or Nsiring). 

— Its Necropolis. — View from the Top of Duketown Hil!. — " Wa(- 
tle-and-Dab" Arcbiteclufe of the Higgledy-Piggledy Order. — Tbe 
"Jnkaa," or Night Watcbman. — Promenade tbrough the Turkej 
Buzzard's Pasture Grounds. — King Efamba's Iron Palace. — Bis 
Majest]''! Carriage and Horses. — Notioos of Royal Digoitf. — Tbo 
Dukelown Palaver-honse. — Its Constniction and Appeoranca. 

— The Eybo Drain. — Times at which it is beaten, and Tonei 
eoanded npon it. — Sing Architong's House. — Chop Dajs in Old 
Kalabar. — Devotions on their Sabbath. — The Doketown Tybum 
Tree. — The Harket-pUces and tbeir odorous Attraclions. — Sketch 
of Antika Cobham's House i Pumiture and Fat Wife. — Varieties of 
Kings in Old Ealabar.— A Slave-Trader's Tomb. — Cask Houses oU 
tbe Beach. 

The Old Kalabar river ia said by McQueen to be 
twelve miles wide at ita mouth. To me, on my many 
visita, it aeemed much wider ; but authority like 
McQueen's I would not dare to dispute. The western 
extremity of land at the embouchure ia called Tom 
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Shot's Point, between which and the channel of the 
stream, are some very dangerous breakers. The east- 
ern point is entitled East Head. Sailing some miles 
above East Head, I observed two promontories called 
Greenpatch and Fishtown Points, in the heights between 
which the water forms semicircular bays, giving the 
river here a magnificent appearance. 

Between its mouth and Parrot Island, which is about 
thirty miles from the bar, the Bsckasy and the two 
Qua rivers empty themselves, on the eastern side, one 
of the latter having a small island, called by the Kalahar 
missionaries Robson Island. The upper Qua river 
debouches itself by James's Island, which is a low, 
swampy locality, appearing, as you advance up the 
river, to be part of the nuun continent rather than 
an island per te, as Parrot Island is situated in the 
centre of the stream, and is directly opposite James's 
Island. At the other side of Parrot Island, and on 
its western side, the lower and lai^er mouth of the 
Cross River emptjee itself, although this is not indi- 
cated on any chart of the river yet published. Parrot 
Island is about twelve miles in <9rcumference, and is 
covered with dense vegetation, principally of the roan- 
grove tree. There is no solid ground on it as yet; but 
the earth washed down by tlie river, and held by the 
peculiarly spreading branches of the inaDgrove, will no 
doubt, in time, mnke the soil solid and substantial, 
instead of being what it is now, a mere swamp of mud 
for the retreat of crocodiles and manattis.* 

• The sea-cow, of (he Cttacea htrbivora of Cnvier and anpposed w 
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The mangrove is a tree of very peculiar growth, and 
IB a very noUcesble feature at the mouths of all the 
Afrionn rivers. The swamps in the Bight of Biafrs 
nurture it, so &r as there is salt water from the ocean, 
impelled by tidal action, to make the currents of the 
streun brackish. The name which botaniets give it, 
Rizephora (a word derived ^m the Greek, and signify- 
ing root-bearing) is very applicable : for the most re- 
markable appearance in its growth is the number of 
spicala or appendicles that spring from the branches, 
downward to the mnd, and, there taking new roots, 
generate new trees, thus forming a series of arbo- 
rescence ad it^nitum. In his natural history of Ja- 
maica *, Dr. Brown says : " It grows on the borders of 
the sea, and there only in such places as have a sofl 
and yielding bottom." The " sofl and yielding bottom " 
is certainly essential to its growth in the African rivers ; 
but it is not confined to the borders of the sea, on their 
banka. The arched branches of the appendicles form a 
kind of network, that serves to stop the mould which 
is continually being washed down by the current, and 
thus in time forms nch and fertile soil out of what 
otherwise might be useless ponds or creeks. Perhaps 
its growing on the borders of the sea may be a peculi- 
arity of its condition in iTamaioa ; for I have seen it 
growing likewise at the mouth of a river in the island 
of Fernando Po. 

be the origiaal of tbe mennud, from it« having two palmated Rns, like 
faandi. Hence itt name. 

• Page an. 
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A curious Buperstition ia connected with Parrot 
Island, and is observed with religiona punctuality by the 
uativea of Old Kalabar, dd the occasioa of need arising 
for its performance. Whenever a scardty of European 
trading Bfaips exists, or is apprehended, the Duketown 
authorities are accustomed to take an Albino child of 
their own race, and offer it up as a sacrifice at Parrot 
Isiand, to the God of the nhite nun. This they do 
because the ieland is in view of the sea, "or big- 
watery " (to use their own phraseology), over which the 
God of the nations that sent them articles of European 
manufacture is supposed to preside. The last sacrifice of 
this kind was made within the past year ; and every one 
most regret that the increasing trade of the country, 
together with the teachings of the missionaries and 
supercargoes, has not put an end to this brutality. 

On the western aide of the river, above Parrot Island, 
is a small islet called " Alligator Island," improperly 
so styled ; for the animals in the Old Kalabar, as well ns 
in all the African rivers, called alligators, are true cro- 
codiles according to Baron Cuvier, whose authority no 
naturalist will dare to impugn. Here the old Kalabar 
stream forms an acute angle, which is exactly opposite 
the upper mouth of Cross Kiver, and is called Seven 
Fathom Point. It was near this place, as well as higher 
up at Oldtown, that slave vessels were anchored for their 
living cargo, when the traffic was carried on in this river ; 
and some idea of bow extensive that commerce was here, 
may be gleaned from the fact that in 1821 Sir Charles 
M'Carthy reported, from authentic proofs, that during 
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tbe previous fifteen months 162 cargoes of slaveB had 
been carried off from the Old Kalabar Biver. 

A treaty was made, on the usual terms of anti-slave- 
trade treaties, with Kings Eyo and Ejamba, by Com- 
mander Raymond, R. N., of H. M. S. " Spy," in 1842, 
and both of these kings' tetters, signifying their assent 
to stop the slave trade and to accept the terms for its 
suppression, expressed a desire to the Commander to 
have cotton and coffee cultivation, with sugar manufac- 
ture, taught to their people ; and thus add other materials 
beyond palm oil, to the development of the industrial 
resources of the country. These men, with a sagacity 
which did them credit, saw that the slave popuUtion, 
becoming superabundant by the forbiddal of their expor- 
tation, would require employment to keep them from 
mischief, aa well as to contribute to their daily sus- 
tenance. 

When the slave tmde was rife in Old Kalabar, the 
officers and crews of four Bristol ships and one from 
Liverpool and London, committed a most fearful atrocity 
in this river. The details of it are described at length in 
Clari son's work, "On the Slave Trade."* This book 
gives likewise incontrovertible accounts of a series of 
brutalities committed by their masters on the crews of 
English ships, during the existence of that appalling 
traffic, that seems to have been the originator of the 
fearful title of " Grave of Europeans," which Western 
Africa has so long possessed. 

The native name of Kalabar River is Akpa-Efik, the 
■ P. IBS. John W. Parker, West Strand, 1830. 
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former word being a name for water, and the latter the 
title of the tribe who now inhabit the country. 

The Cross River seema to be the larger of the two 
that meet at this point. It haa been explored by the 
late GoTemor Beeoroft as far as the Etbiope rapids ; 
and an account of the expedition is published in the 
Journal of the Geographical Society, for 1844. This 
expedition was commenced on the 7th of September, 
1842. The channel taken (for the number of inlands 
here makes the course very uncertiun) waa that which 
trends to the K.W. in a serpentine course, with an 
average width of a hundred yards, and having through- 
out a depth of water Jrom four to six fathoms. The 
only features described in the narrative are those 
referring to breadth of river and depth of channel, and 
so I will proceed to something that may be more inter- 
esting to the general reader. Mr. Colthuret, nn Ame- 
rican, aiao made an ascent of it with the intention of 
crossing over by water to the Niger, but did not succeed ; 
and he died on board the " Agnes," on hie way back 
from Old Kalabar to Fernando Po. In my Narrative 
of the Niger Expedition of 1854, 1 stated my reasons 
for believing no water communication to exist between 
these two rivers. 

Rounding Seven Fathom Point, we come in view of 
the trading vessels moored off Duketown ; and further 
up the river, of the small village of Oldtown, situated 
on a fine eminence, that is reireehing to behold, after the 
swamps which have been passed on our way down the 
coast. 
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DuketowD (or Atarpah") is about two miles in cir- 
cumFerence, antl coDlains a population of at least four 
thousaad. At about a quarter of a mile to the seaward 
of it is a small village called Henshavr Town (or 
Keiring), having not more than about 120 inhabitants, 
and remarkable aa well for posaesaing a apriiig of fresh 
water, as for being bounded on the river wde by the 
KccropoUe, for the interment of all the sulore who die 
on board the ships anchored in the river. A pathway 
leads from this by the Presbyterian mission house and 
school to Duketown ; and reaching the top of the hill 
where these are situated, there is an ample view of all 
the trading vessels — of Oldtown and Creektown — 
with an interminable sea of brushwood stretching right 
and left — as well as of the city beneath our gaze. 

The houses are built by forming walls of interlaced 
palisading, which are plastered inside and outside with 
mud, technically styled " wattle-and-dab." The struc- 
ture of the roofs is fabricated in like manner ; but these, 
instead of being covered with mud, have matting made 
of the bamboo-leaf placed over them. The native ar- 
chitects have not yet arrived at the civilisatioQ of a 
chimney ; the smoke passes out the way the fire came 
in — through the door ; and, except at a few of the gen- 
tlemen's residences, square holes in the walls sufBce for 
windows. 

The town is sadly in want of a corporate body, the 
only semblance of corporation it has being in the fact 
that a number of young freemen, called Inhas, pervade 
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the passages at night, in respective watches, nominally to 
see that no tliievery — a science indigenous in all African 
nations — is abroad; bat really to keep the serf .popD- 
lation in awe of the guardianship of the town being 
committed to the Inkas by a superior power. Honses 
are jotted down without any regard to the evenness or 
regularity of the ground on which they are erected. 
The hi^ledy-pi^ledy order of architecture prevails 
throughout ; and the aziom of Bacon that " a house waa 
meant to live in," is carried out in its most original sim- 
plicity in Old Kalabar. As I walk through the passages 
intended for streets, I have to scramble over eminences 
and down declivities in the best way I can. In a path- 
way between two houses opposite each other, or perhaps 
side by side, there may be an ascent or a descent of a 
dozen or score of feet ; and in wet weather it is impos- 
sible to escape a footbath in some of the many ruts to 
be met with as one goes along. Heaps of dirt and all 
kinds of refuse are thrown indiscriminately through the 
town, as if to allow pasture ground for the many turkey- 
buzzards ", styled by Swainson the " scavengers of 
nature," that congregate upon them, and have a per- 
petual carnival in browsing upon the' festering offaL 

The most remarkable house in Dubetown, on my first 
visit (for it has since fallen, and not a vestige of it 
remains), was the iron palace of the late King Eyambft, 
which, previous to its being sent out, was exhibited in 

• Le Vaillant, the French traTeller, found «ix poandf wcighl of 
hippopoUmns flesh in the slomach of one of the Mciable>Tiiliare faoiilj ia 
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Liverpool on the site of the Sailor's Home. It was 
conBtructed of galvanized iron, and consieted of two 
stories and an attic, being erected on mangrove posts 
about ^x feet from the ground. 

No man waa more impressed with an idea of the dignity 
attachable to the trappings of royalty than Eyamba ; and 
so he must have a carrit^e. But the horses soon died*, 
after dragging out life for some time ; the skeletons of 
two only were visible about Duketown, perfect anatomies 
vivantes, at the time of my first visit there. When 
I beheld the nature of the streets and roads in and 
around the town, it was a marvel to me how Eyamba 
could find a place broad or level enough for four wheels 
to roll upon. Bat he did make oat a few yards meet 
for that purpose ; and there it was his custom to have the 

* Horsea not being native to this part of the countrj, it puzzled the 
lexicogTHphera veiy much to find a, name for them in their Efik tongae, 
— the langnage spoken at Old KaUbor. At length thej hit npon the 
term " Buang makara," which signifies " white nmn's cow ;" and, lo 
cany the absarditj further, entitled Ejamba's carriage, " Ufok euang 
makara," which literally means "white man's cowhonse." 

Prom a small book, " The Translation of tha Prophecies of E'.ieha 
and Jonah," published at the Mission Press in Old Kalabar, I Iranscribe 
a copy of the Lord's Prajer in this language ; — 

Tie Lotdt Prayer in Elfii. 
AKAiL (i. e^ Prayer.) 
"Etb htik emi odnde ke enjong. Nam pnpra owo ekpnno ending 
Fa. Tak abong Fa edL Kam pDjnn owo ke isong, enam se Afa 
amade nte emi emamde ke enjong. Ho ti;in ke usen emi ndia eke 
okemde je nyin. Dahada ke idionkpo -ayia nta emi nfin idahade 
du ke idionkpo eke owo enamde nyin. Ka jak nyjn itiens mbukpebe, 
edi njanga njin ke nbok Satan. Kom nbong, je odado, je okpuno, 
enyenede Fi, nsi nei, nsj nsi. Amen." 
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carmge drawn before liim by a number of elaves, wbilst 
he walked afler it, with his shining brass crown upon 
hit! head, and an immense partycolonred parasol held 
aloft by a strong-armed man. The Irishman who got 
into a sedan chair, and finding the bottom of it, snid 
*' he might as well he walking, were it not for the 
grandeur of the thing," had a nearer Bemblance to state 
than this gander-brained monarch, who often used to 
boast of his desire to see Wellington and Napoleon, that 
he might show his pre-eminence over them, and who 
was accustomed to sign all his letters and documents as 
Eyamba V., " King of all black men ! " 

Everything in this once magnificent house was, on my 
visit to it, in a state of perfect ruin and decay; for his 
majesty died a few years afler it had been constructed. 

This condition of affairs may be expl^ned by the fact, 
that there exists amongst the people of Old Kalabar, as 
amongst the majority of the heathen nations in Western 
Africa, a silly superstition, that when a man dies he 
requires the spirit of all that belonged to him in this 
world; his wives, slaves, clothes, chattels, and furniture, 
for use in the unknown world to wliich be has gone. 
In proportion to what his competency was here, and to 
the means of bis friends to make a corresponding sacrifice 
for him, so is his anticipated comfort in the next state 
to be measured. 

I have been since informed that in a few hours af^er 
its fall there was not a single piece of its structure to be 
found on the site of its former location : for the inhabi- 
tants all acted as so many human turkey buzzards; and 
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the earliest bird of course picked up Lis choice of the 
beat worms- 
Coming out of the palace, and not fifty yards from it, 
although I had a hill to go down, a rut to scramble 
through, and an eminence to ascend, I find myself in 
front of the Duketown PalaTer-house, a species of seua- 
torial forum, where all the legiaUtive matters of the 
country, the municipal affairs of the town, " palavers "• 
on matters public or private, are discussed and settled 
by the king and the Egboe.t 

The palaver-house consists of two walls running 
parallel for about forty yards, terminated by a transverse 
wall, about as many feet in length, and thatched with a 
stout bamboo roof. The end by which it is entered is 
opened from side to side, a space of nearly eighteen inches 
intervenes between the tops of the walls running length- 
ways and the roof; and there is an ascent from the road by 
half-a-dozen steps to the Soor, which is hard and smooth. 
In the centre of the entrance is a huge hollow brass pUlar 
reaching up to the roof; further in are two more of 
equally imposing diameter, whilst between them are a 
large bell and a piece of wood. The latter is drum-like 
in shape, with a slit longitudinally in it, and fixed to the 

* The term "palaTer," derired from the SpaniiU "palabra" (talk), 
bfts a very extensive meaning. It eignifies "dispute," "controversy," 
" argument," or ■* reasonings." " War palaver," " trade palaver," are 
nsed in reference to these aff^s. " God palaver," is applied to tbo 
tnisaionaiy teaching ; and "sweet mouf palaver," is analogous in ila 
meaning to the term " blarney " with us. 

t Of the E^boship, more herealier. 
I 4 
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pillar. This is the Egbo drum* which is beaten to 
alarm the inhabitants in case of a fire, to give notice of 
the attack of an enemy, or to signify the fact of a leopard 
having been captured, each occurrence being indicated 
by a peculiarity of beating the drum, which is known 
OB soon as the sound is heard. In the farthest comer 
of the house is a private sanctuary into which none but 
the privileged are admitted on occasions of Egbo meet- 
ings, and outside the front are two flourishiDg jn-jm 
trees, with five pillars of stone before them, said to be 
solidified basaltic lava brought from Prince s Island, and 
erected there to the memory of five sovereigns of Old 
Kalabar. 

Not far from this palaver-house was the residence 
of the late king, Archibong L There was nothing 
noticeable in it, beyond that of any other gentleman 
trader's abode ; but the king was one of the most ex- 
traordinary specimens of sable humanity I ever met. 
He could neither read nor write the English language, 
but spoke it in a very imperfect gabble ; and, go to hia 
house whenever you would, he was nearly always in 
that condition in which he might be expected to agree 
with the sentiment of Sancho Panza, "Blessings on 
the man who first invented sleep." On the first day 
of the week, which consists of eight days, he was accus- 
tomed to entertain all the supercargoes and surgeons in 
the river at a dinner ; and this was called " Chop- 

* A eimilar dmm is used by tlie nUiyeB to the north of Sierra Leone. 

It U called bBllangL 
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day." • Duketown chop-day is entitled Aq«a-e-dere, 
and is equivalent to our Sunday ; btit it is used only 
as a day of rest — drinking rum and palm wine being 
(heir chief devotions. They waeb their courtyards 
with cow dung and water on that moroiug, and the 
largest market in the week is held on Aqua-e-dere. 
Eyamba, when king, adopted it as his " Chop-day," 
because it was the mt^t honoured in the week ; and he 
wished to be considered the most consequential man 
in the country. King Archibong followed in his foot- 
steps with reference to the same practice. A similar 
custom is adopted on the second day of the week, called 
Aqua-ibibio. The didies served up at King Archibong's 
were very cretUtable to hie culioary establishment. 
They consisted of various kinds of soups, cont^ning 
goats' flesh, fish, pork, cocoa leaf and root, plantains, 
bananas, with a variety of other dishes, such as Aplcius, 
Meg Dod, or Alexis Soyer never smiled upon, and 
which, to use the words of Mr. Laird, "contained 
pepper enough in them to have scalded a silver spoon." 
These were followed by roast maize, ground-nuts, and 
shrimps as a dessert. " Mimbo," or " min-Efik," t the 
native name for palm wioe, was the beverage at these 
dinners. It is a milky fluid, having sometimes an acid 
and sometimes a saccharine taste, and is procured from 
a particular species of the palm tree, by tapping it at 

* All condimenta, liquid or solid, ftre calkd " chop," on the West 
Cout of Africa. 

f " Min-Efik" mwuu "airong drink of Eflk," " Min-makarra" vg' 
nifles " mm," or "strong driak of white man," 
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ihe top, and allowing the jnice to exude into calabashes 
placed to receive it. One dieli relislied very much hy 
the king was a plate of poouded yam, made in the putty- 
like conaietence of " foo-foo," used with a soup entitled 
" palaver sauce." The mode of eating it was by 
grasping a lump from the dish, rolling it on the palm of 
the hand into the shape of a racket-ball, putting the 
index finger into the centre, dipping it in the soup, 
and boltiug it. The table was always neatly laid out 
with silver service, and the viands were brought in in 
large calabashes covered with white cloths, on the 
head of a nnmber of female slaves. 

In a triangular space between the three houses last 
described, is situated the smaller market-place of Dnke- 
town. Markets are held daily in the town, bat at 
either of the market-places alternately. The larger one 
is higher on the hill, and the upper side of it is orna- 
mented by a splendid specimen of the wild cotton tree, 
whose beauty and towering grandeur at once attract your 
admiration. It is the Tyburn tree of Duketown, where 
criminals sentenced to death undergo the extreme 
penalty of the law, by being shot or decapitated. 

Yet a view of these market-places during the 
time of business would be a rare novelty to any per- 
son accustomed only to Covent Garden or IJeadenhali. 
The first impression that one has on coming within 
eight of it, and within hearing of the murmur in the 
vast mass of n^ro life before yon, is that all the 
females of the adjoining countries have met for a gab- 
bling party, with the intention of trying to talk one 
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another to death. Amongst the several hundred 
persons in the market-place, it may be inferred at once, 
from the clatter, that the softer sex have the predomin- 
ance, both as venders and purchasers. The currency 
among them consists of pieces of copper wire, black- 
eaed and bent into a horse-shoe form, called "black 
coppers." Bundles of fire-wood, nuts of the palm tree, 
cocoa nuts, onuigesj pine apples — and in their season 
cassava, cocoa root ', plantains, bananas, and Indian 
com, — elephants' flesh, living goats, fowls, and e^s, 
with a variety of British manufactured goods, con- 
stitute the articles offered for sale. There are no 
tables or standings to place these upon. Such as 
would receive detriment from coming in contact with 
the ground, are contained in calabashes, and the seller 
squats down beside them. 

But try to push your way through the crowd, and 
the exhaling odour from that naked cougregation almost 
paralyses you. Men and women in Old Kalabar wear 
no clothing, save a hip-swathe, differing in its material 
with the difFerence of the wearer's rank and station. 
Here, in this market-place, there b palpable evidence 
of the condition of affairs arising from this practice. 
No vile compound of drugs or chemicals — the vilest 
that could be fabricated by human ingenuity — would 
rival the perspiratory stench from the assembled multi- 
tude. It is not only tangible to the olfactory nerves, 
but you feel conscioiis of its permeating the whole 

■ The Arnm Bcaole. 
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eur&ce of your body. Even after going from the 
sphere of its geoeratioD, it hovers about jou and 
sticks to your clothes, and galU you to such an extent^ 
that, with stick and umbrella in your hands, you try to 
beat it off, feeling as if it were an invisible fiend 
endeavouring to become aasimilated with your very 
life-blood. 

A sketch of one of the trading gentlemen's houses will 
suffice for the whi^e. I enter Antika Cobham's yard 
by a door leading from a veranda facing the river, 
from which I have a view of the ships anchored be- 
neath, and of the dense brushwood which springs up 
from the swamp stretching over to Creektown. I come 
into a quadrangular courtyard, which has houses for 
the residence of slaves; and from this into another, 
through a large door. Here is a veranda on either 
side of the yard, a pigeon-cot in the centre, and before 
me a profueely-fumished room, between which and the 
veranda there is a passage on either side leading into 
the harem. The style of beauty of the ladies occupy- 
ing this may be imagined from the fact of his head 
wife being styled " Bang-aran-ket," which, in the Efik 
tongue, literally means " one puncheon of jwlm oil ! " 
The place on the light contains his bed, his table, a 
sofa, and a few chairs for gentlemen to sit down on, who 
come to him on business matters. Whilst seated on 
one of these my eyes wandered over the place. The 
walls all round the court are adorned with a variety of 
extravagant designs of apocryphal animals ; impossible 
crocodiles, possessing a flexibility in their outlines such 
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as is never seen in the living specimens; leopards with 
six feet ; birds with horns from their tails. Diamond, 
,and crescent, and cnKufonn shapes of vari-coloured 
hues abound wherever there is a spot to paint them on. 
Opposite where I am sitting are two large mirrors, 
with a number of tin caddies suspended hj nails on 
the walls around them, whilst on s table hard h^ are 
seated a peacock and a turliey buzzard. In the centre 
of the yard is the pigeon-cot, fixed on the top of a pole, 
with a looking-glass placed between each nest. Look- 
ing to the lai^e room, the first idea of wonder that 
came into my mind was, how the person who fitted it 
up managed to get out of it, or if he did get out with- 
out breaking anything. There did not seem to me to 
be space for a fly to turn or stand within its precincts. 
China and glass jugs, all kinds of delf and crockery- 
ware, mirrors in profusion and of every size, blue 
decanters, chandeliers and pictures, glass globes and 
China vases, with an uncountable quantity of inde- 
scribable jimcrackry, seem heaped up to repletion. 
Turning out, I passed through another courtyard, 
leading to a different part of the town, by the residence 
of the late Adam Duke, styled " King War." * It was 
a very fine bouse, having lofty rooms, with an ascent 
of double stain on the outside. 

* "King "War," la Old Knlabar, a a tbtj luais a mm lucendo name ol 
bonoor. "King Waeb," the title given to a man who aaed to wash fur 
the aailora, "King Chop" to s fellow who had a glattonous appetite, 
and " King lAe " to liars, ehow how highlf ttiej estimate the dignity 
of royalty in Africa. 
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There U a granite elab in the yard of one of the 
geotlemeD at Duketown, over the body of a slave- 
trader who died here^ and which, under the name and 
date — both forgotten by me — has Inscribed on it the 
two first lines of Pope's " pbilosophical " elegy on his 
friend Elijah Fenton : — 

" lliB modest stone, wbat few Tain marbles csu, 
Ma? truly wj, here lies an honest man." 

Along the beach at Duketown ie a range of cask- 
honses, where all the appnrtenances for caeking the 
palm oil are kept by the eapercargoes of the Tarions 
ships, with large pots to boil the oil, and purify it from 
the adulteratJons with which it is freijuently impreg- 
nated. 
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A Visit W Oldtown (or Obulong) throngh tlie Qus Country. — Ths 
Qua People sad language. ^Carious Character attached to a Palm 
Tree opposite tbe Eojal Heaidence. — Her Majesty Queen Qaa. — 
The Qaa People the original Owners of Kalabar Country. — The 
Kakbarese resident here only on Toleration.-- Tbe arborescent 
Scenery of the inner Country. — Corroboration of Mr. Gosse'a OpittioD 
on the Music of BlrdB and Odoar of Flowers in Tropical Climates. 
— Anansa, the tutelary Guardian of Old Town. — Creektovrn (or 
Ekoritnnko). — King Eyo Honestf. — Opinion of bia Character. — 
Support given by him to the Presbyterian Miuionaries. — His Dress 
and Appearance. — State Visits to the trading Vessels. — Superiority 
of Creektown to Duketown. — King Eyo's Palace and Harem. — 
Tom Eyo's Museum, — A Trip down Monkey CreeL — Mountains 
to tbe East of Duketown, — Suppositions concerning Tribes to the 
Interior of Old Kalabar.— The Albudikam, Albafu, Telcar, and Ding- 
Ding. — Bemarkable Echoes in Old Kalabar BiTer. 

AscEMDlTTQ a rugged pathway that pasaea through 
both market-places, and that is sadly in want of maca- 
damization, we come to the outskirtB of the town, where 
a road turning to the right leads to Henahawtown, or, 
keeping more directly to the eastward by another road. 
I can travel to a creek that connects Qua with the 
Old Kalabar river. But the pathway to the left being 
the most open and inviting, I turn up tbat, and pro- 
ceed through a country profusely rich in every variety 
of vegetable life, to the town of Qua', and thence 

* The Qua language is different from the Efik. It is very liquid, 
whilst the Efik is guttural. Abakpa is tbe native name of Qua town 
and country. 
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circuitoualy to Old town (or Obulong), about three miles' 
distance from Duketown. 

The kingdom of Qua had been governed from 1850 
to 1854, by a queen, who was deter to the former king. 
The chief town ie not more than & quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and cont^e only about a hundred inha- 
bitants. 

There is little worthy of notice about it, eave that it 
contains two palaver-housee, one of which ia generally 
tenanted by a herd of cowa. It haa a latticework 
boundary, on each eide of the entrance roads, with a 
semicircular passage to admit one person at a time 
coming along from Oldtown or Duketown. 

Opposite the queen's residence grows a palm tree, 
whose gracefully-pendant foliage always attracted my 
attention after I had been told of a strange character it 
ie reputed to possess — that of enanring conception 
even to the barrenest of those wcmen who eat a palm 
nut from its branches. The queen *, although &llen 
into the " sere and yellow leaf, " ever bore an expresnon 
of kindliness and good nature on her countenance. She 
had a prince consort, but no family of her own. And 
this is not of much consequence, as royalty in most 
parts of Africa is not hereditary, wealth and influence 
having more to do with the acquisition of regal autho- 
rity than family connexion. The Qua people were the 
original holders of the Kalabar country ; and the 
present inhabitants of Duketown, Oldtown and Creek- 
town are descendants of the Egbo Shary or Ibibio 
* Knee nj tint ritit tiie queen bis died. 
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tribe up the Cross River. The Kalabar nuthoriticB 
pay a yearly tribute to the Qua people for permiaBion to 
reside in their territory. Id facti the nativeB of the 
chief Kalabar towns originally came from the Egbo 
Shary country to carry on the slave trade, at the time 
that the whole inhabitable country on the eaat side of 
the river belonged to the people of Qua. In the 
original Bettlement, the Egbo Shary immigranta obtained 
ooly sites for their towns and little more. The Qua 
people are therefore still owners of a considerable 
portion of land to the eaat and south of Duketown, 
which is gradually becoming absorbed by the Old 
Kalabar residents of the present day. 

The country between Qua town and the river of that 
name, which flows about four miles to the eastward and 
empties itself into the Kalabar stream near the mouth 
of the latter, possesses a very rich soil, and is partially in- 
habited and cultivated. The houses are surrounded by 
lofty trees, pre-eminent amongst which are the towering 
wild cotton, the palm, and the cocoa-nut. The woods 
here are perfect oceans of arborescent and animal life, 
and I could not avoid in my many rambles through them 
being impressed with the redundance of the one, and 
the unremitting activity of the other. The perpetual 
singing and chattering of birds; the chirruping and 
twittering of insects ; the creepers and parasitic plants 
that cling around every stump to which they can lay 
hold, and fling their leaves about in rich profusion ; the 
myriad pencilled streaks of vegetable life around, all 
filled my mind, at each successive walk amongst them. 
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with a feeliDg of gratitude aod adoratioa to Him 
" whose mo^c is the harmonious voice of all creation." 
It has often been remarked that in tropical climates, 
where " brilliant and varied colours have been granted 
to the birds and flowers, song has been denied to the 
one, and fragrance to the other," a flippant generalisation 
completely set aside by Mr. Gos»e in his recent work, 
" A Naturalist's Sojourn in Jamaica." It is untrue of 
Kalabar, as well as of Jamaica, a fact which I can 
testify from my observation in the former country. I 
have frequently heard the songs of birds — particalariy 
in the ne%hbourbood of Oldtowa — perhaps not as 
tuneful in their melody as the lark or linnet in the 
blooming fields of England, but nevertheless musical. 
The majority of the brilliant flowers do not give out 
perfumes, it is true ; but gazing on them 'and inhaling 
the sweet odour emanating from the fragrant herbs, I 
often found myself instinctively repeating the beautiful 
lines of Horace Smith : — 

*» Were I, God, in chnrchles* Unda rem^niag, — 
Fkr from the vaice of teachers or diTtnei, 
Hj tool would Gml in Sowers of tbj ordaiaiag, 
PricBis ! — seimona '. — shrines I " 

Of late yenrs a Presbyterian mission station and school 
have been established at Oldtown. There is a com- 
manding view of the whole course of the river to Seven 
Fathom Point, and of Mangrove Morass up to Creek- 
town — as seen from Antika Cobham's — visible from 
the eminence between the king's and the mission house. 
Beneath the latter, and adjacent to the beach, is a ravine 
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full of the densest and richest vegetation, whence a 
limpid veil of delicious water gushes up and flows 
aloDg in a purling stream to the river. This spot was 
considered hallowed ground by the king ; and all hia 
people had strict commands to revere it as such. Not 
a branch of a tree was allowed to be cut here, for the 
king believed it to be the residence of his god " Anansn," 
the tutelary guardian of Oldtown, with whom he ex- 
pected to take up his abode when he died. 

On the opposite side of the river, ascending higher, 
and about half a mile up a creek leading from the 
parent stream, is Ekuritunko, or Creektown, the re- 
Ndence of the chief trader of the Kalabar country. 
King Eyo Honesty. All the kingdoms of Western 
Africa would very soon present a difference from their 
present condition, were they governed by such meu as 
King Eyo. 

He is anxious for the civilisation of his people and 
the cultivation of bis country ; but he has had no one 
to teach them anything of the latter, and so the fruitful 
soil of bis dominion lies unproductive, save in the one 
material of palm-oil. Those who agree with me in thinks 
ing Christianity and civilisation to be cause and effect 
in Africa, as they are all over the world, will rejoice to 
hear that he has ^ven every conutenance and assistance 
to the body of Presbyterian Missionaries settled at Old 
Kalabar. He speaks, reads, and writes the English 
language very well ; keeps bis own accouuts ; and 
translates the Rev. Mr. WaddeW's sermons into the 
Efik tongue for his congregation. The king's sons are 
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the only members of his family tliat have maiJe an open 
profeaetoQ of their belief id the doctrines of Christianity ; 
but Eyo enjoina the sacred keeping of the I^ord's Day 
— has no dinners for the traders, when it comes round 
in its eight>day rotation ; has abolished the market 
formerly held on Sundays at Creektown — command* 
the weekly attendance of his people at the miesiooary 
service in the galvanised iron church ; is moat respectful 
and attentive during worship ; and follows the preacher) 
translating sentence after sentence for the audience. 
He is a man past forty years of age, about five feet 
eight inches in height ; of a stout muscular frame ; with 
eyes and lips of the usual prominence observable in the 
Ethiopian face, and grey whiskers. His dress con- 
sists of a cloth, generally silk, tied round his loins; a 
silk handkerchief thrown over his shoulders ; a black 
hat with a gold band, and a binding of the same material 
about the edge. His ornaments are circlets of blue glass 
or coral beads round his neck, wrists, and ankles, with 
a massive gold ring on the index finger. He partakes 
freely of snuff, and this is carried by his slave in attend- 
ance in a silver box. It is the only luxury in which he 
indulges, for he never smokes, and from spirituous liquors 
no man can be more abstemious. 

When he goes in state to Duketown, as he always 
does on business occasions, to the trading ships in the 
river, he is invariably accompanied by a train of large 
canoes, from one of wluch a gun is fired to announce his 
approach, as the royal party turns the angle opposite 
Oldtown. The king is always seated in a ux-oared gig 
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belongiDg to the ship to ivhich he is proceediDg, whilat 
the cfinoes ccmtun hia eldest eon, joung Eyo, aad his 
three hrotfaers, with an innumerable host of slave at- 
tendanta. He has a gigantic parti-coloured parasol held 
over his head on these occasions, as he has whenever 
waking about his town, or aeated in one of his court- 
yards, overlooking hie trade-books. The niu«cal band 
accompanying the king consifita of an I^bo drum, 
placed transversely in the canoe, which b not beaten on 
the ends as our drums are, but on the top of ita longi- 
tudinal surface with a pair of sticks; an instrument 
formed of iron, as of the saucers of two shovels, welded 
face to face, and atruck with a piece of the same metal; 
a cow'a horn, blown rather diacordantly ; and clattering 
boxes made of bamboo matting, with a fringe to them, 
held in the hands like Spanish castanets, and shaken 
vigorously to produce a noise by the agitation of the 
pebbles, or pieces of broken crockery-ware, they contain. 
Yet, with this primitive attempt at music, the banners 
flying from the canoes, the simultaneous hoisting of 
6ag9 on all the ships in the river, and the return of a 
salute from the vessel to which he is proceeding, when 
the king's party becomes visible, give the whole scene a 
very animated appearance. 

Creektown is in ita arrangements, as well as in the 
order and cleanliness of its atreeta, much before Duke- 
town. It ia not more than one mile and a half in cir- 
cumference, and ita population, daily increasing, amounts 
to about 3000 inhabitants. From the beacb up to the 
new Preabyterian church, by the king'a bouae, through 
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the market-place, and past the Egbo Palaver-house, 
there is a fine sweep of broad level street, which, after 
leaving Duketown, is quite a comfort to walk upon, 
and a rarity such as is seldom met with in an African 
cit^. Here one of King Ejro'a new houses (his old man- 
sion was burned, with a large quantity of goods, in the 
beginning of 1852), is a very fine substantial wooden 
building, of an angular, or rather semi-crucinl form, one 
side of the angle being much longer than the other. This 
was entirely planned and erected under the saperintend- 
ence of his son, young Eyo. 

A house constrncted for him by Mesen. Holmes of 
Liv«TpooI, on a contract with a merchant of that town, 
iSf however, a beautiful residence ; tastefully furnished, 
well ventilated, having wide verandahs, and a movable 
dome at top. It has all the luxury of coolness that 
one might suppose a Turkish palace to possess. The 
inside chief hall is not fitted up bombastically, as other 
regal residences in Africa are, bot is nevertheless 
" right royally " furnished. 

Facing this palace, though separated from it by 
two quadrangular squares, is a large courtyard of the 
same shape, which contains his harem. It is death 
for any Kalabar man to put hia foot within the hal- 
lowed precincts of this place; yet the king's wives 
are not shut up with the jealous feeling which charac- 
terises the Turkish and Eastern nations. They are 
permitted to go into the town, but no bltu^ man ie 
allowed to speak to one of them, under pain of capital 
punishment. Sometimes a dozeu or a score will be 
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seated on mnts, beneath the pinzza in the small yard 
opposite his house, plying their needles as busily as 
though they subsisted on the profits of their work. 
They live in the most friendly relations with one 
another, showing no jealousies, or bickeringe, or 
animosities. 

Higher up, and opposite the Egbo Falaver-bonse, 
facing the market-place likewise, is the residence of 
the king's eldest brother, Tom Eyo. On entering the 
outer conrtyard, I saw before me an immense collectioa 
of crocodile skulls and jaw-bones ; the jawrbones of 
sea cows, the skulls of leopards and goats ; a sufficient 
collection of ossific curiosities to form the nucleus of a 
museum. In the market-place a huge bell is suspended, 
opposite the Fahiver^house. Oo the brow of the hill 
higher up, rise the Presbyterian Mieeion-house, two 
schools, and a chapel. 

The country lying in the angle formed by Duke 
town, Creektown, and the Creek, which makes a com- 
munication, from the latter place, of the Kalabar with 
the Cross Biver, is a dense swamp. I have heard of a 
fresh-water lake being in this district,— which I cannot 
vouch for, as it has not been visited by any European ; 
bat of whose existence there is strong presumptive 
evidence in the many rivulets of pellucid water flowing 
from the mangrove bush all around. Wild pigs and 
deer are said to abound in such parts of it as have terra 
Jirma for them to stand on; but these spots must be 
oases " few and far between," judging from the nature 
of 80 much of it as is visible. Moreover, these 
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animala could scarcely penetrate the dense bush tliat 
everywhere abounde, and through which no pathway is 
Imown to exist. There ia a water passage through thia 
territory, from Creektown to Duketown, called Monkey 
Creek, a trip down which is one of the most delightful 
that any lover of natural beauty need require. 

On entering it, I fonnd myself surrounded by an ex- 
treme richness aud variety of arborescence. From the 
brightest yellow down through pale emerald to sombre 
brown, are trees of every species observable within 
the tropica, with the beautiful water-lily (the Alffa 
nj/mpkea), adorning the water's surface with its virgin 
whiteness. Here and there a huge trunk of bombax, 
rooted up from its fastenings by the action of the tidal 
Sow, was lying dii^onaUy over the water, so that I was 
obliged to stoop beneath it aa the boat glided along. 
Towering up above all vegetable life around, is the 
majestic palm-tree, called truly and appropriately by 
Linoieus, " the prince of the v^etable world." " The 
common world atmosphere," writes Von Martius, " does 
not become those vegetable monarchs; but in tbeae 
genial climes, where nature seems to have fixed her 
court, and summons around her, of flowers, and fruits, 
and trees, and animated beings, a galaxy of beauty, 
there they tower up into the balmy air, rearing tbeir 
m^eetic stems highest aud proudest of them alL" Birds 
chattering, many whistling, and some singing, are in 
the apparently impenetrable foliage around. Now and 
then a parrot — a sun-bird, or a kingfisher, darts across 
the creek, over my head. With a ^zzle in the water. 
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a huge crocodile) which has been ruminating on tlie 
mud, escapee from my eight by a spasmodic dive. Vari- 
coloured butterflies give an additional charm to all the 
beauties around, and the chanting of the Kruboys as 
they slowly paddle the boat along, chimea in with the 
uniyersal melody of nature. 

The land becomes elevated from Oldtown iuteriorly, 
and from the veranda of the Mieaion-house at Duke- 
town a chain of mountmna is seen etretchiog east and 
west, of whose ge(^;raphical position and bearings, 
no one could give me informatjon, when in Old Kala- 
bar. Captun Cummins saw no moun tains at the 
highest point to which he ascended the Old Kalabnr 
river ; but Mr. Oldfield states that at Beaufort Keach, 
five miles above Akrikok, distant mountains run from 
north to south in the direction of the Qua Mountains. 
These are probably the hills whose peaks I recognised, 
and which turn to the south, as they must do to join 
Qua Mountain ; for on the publbhed charts the latter is 
placed in a puallel latitude with Parrot Island. Or 
perhaps they may be a ohun connected with Mount 
Qclangero, which, in Mr. Petermann's chart of Dr. Barth's 
travels, is placed between Duketown and the letem 
coantry. 

All the mountains in this neighbourhood, the Qua, the 
Bumby, the Cameroons, and the Clarence, at Fernando 
Po, are said to be one continuous chain of volcanic 
origin. 

Of the £a]abar people, through the kindness of Ker. 
Mr. Anderson, I have received some information touch- 
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ing the interior tribee of this (]idtrict extending tta far 
down as Cameroons. 

The Mbrikum, — the Mbrikum or Mbudikum race, 
which Dr. Earth conjectures to be KoelleB * Ndob, are 
located between Kalabar and Cameroona, and comprises 
many tribes, as the following : — 

Mbafum, — there is a people or country, or both, far 
on the other side of Qua, (Le. S. E. of Dnketowo) 
called Mbafum, some of whom are bronght occauonally 
aa elaves to Old Kalabar. These I have no doubt to be 
the Mbafus of Dr. Barth. They are by some persons 
styled Mbafong, or Ekoi. 

Teka is believed by many to be Ataka or Ataga, 
near Akuna-Kuoa. Others represent them to he of a 
tribe and country near the TilAre, by which name the 
Filatahs are spoken of here. 

The Banuna are a strong fierce people, who some- 
times wage war with the Tibare. 

The Ding-Ding, represented by Dr. Barth as living in 
trees, I have ascertained to be a name given by the 
Tibares to some of the Mbudikum race, who are placed 
as sentinels in small houses erected in trees to watch for 
the coming of these marauders. 

The word Ding-Ding in the Tibare language is syno- 
nymous with slave, and is no doubt applied as a nickname, 
like Baibai and Xyem-Nyem, — the former of which 
means " fooU " and the latter " cannibals." 

Other districts to the east of Efik or Old Kalabar 
(" on the side where the sun rises ") are named Bahak, 
* Vide Poljglotta AlHcana, p. 9. 
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Bariki, Bangwa, laa, Bansok, Bambo, Babri, Banam, 
Baioa, and Ba Kouka ; but of these DothiDg is known. 

The Bato people, as represented in Fetermann'a chart 
of Dr. Barth's travels, are not white. They are pore 
negroes. I have seen two of them at Fernando Po. 
One of them is a native of Banim in the Bati country, 
and from the position of his birthplace pointed out to 
me hy this informant, I conjecture it to be in the same 
place as that race described hy Mr. Fetermann. 

It would be interesting to ascertain to what physical 
causes are attributable the remarkable echoes in the 
Old Kalabar river. Is the refraction of sound due 
to the density of the atmosphere or to its percussion on 
the thick bush ? The latter, I am inclined to doubt, 
because I believe vegetation possesses the quality rather 
of absorbing than of refracting it. The constant 
occurrence of these echoes at first surprised, and sub- 
sequently delighted me. On the morning of King 
Syo'd dinners there are always three guns fired to give 
notification of the day, although he is courteous enough 
to send a polite written reminder to the traders the 
evening before. 

But listen I a booming sound of ordnance comes 
over the swamp from Creektown — it rolls and rolls 
away down the river, and over the country by Henshaw 
Town. The gradual diminution of echo at every 
reverberation at once attracts my listening faculties. A 
silence of a scarcely appreciable moment ensues. Is it 
gone ? No : farther off than I would presume to guess 
the roll and the rattle seem making an effort at resusct- 
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tation ; but thty are weaker at eveiy peal, now rallying 
oow expiring, ontil I am fixed In the verieet anxiety of 
attention by the sharp roll of another gun, followed 
soon after by another. Tlie most remarkable phenome- 
non of the echo occurs after the third shot is fired. As 
I strain my attention to hear, I become coascioos of the 
echoes of the three shots being separate and distinct 
from one another; vaiying, of course, in intensity 
by the time which has elapsed between the firing 
of each. A shot from a rifle, the striking of cooper's 
hammers on board a ship, have a somewhat amilar 
effect ; and the voices of the children, singii^ hymns in 
the Mimon Sdiool may be heard re-edioing over the 
dense bush which abounds in the neighbourhood of 
Duketowa. 
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Difference of QntdM. — Similarity to oar Freemaionr;. — Mode of 
Initialion. — PecnliArities trfUiB Order. — Stjleof EgboFrocUmalion 

bj a Spirit Bapposed to come from libe Wooda. — Brutal itie* connected 
with the "BraM^bo" Day. — Legal and Judicial admin iBtration 
of Egbo Statutes.— The Bloodmen. — Oen«ralitie« of Ju-jo Worihip. 
— Kalal>arese PolTtheism.— Ideas of Abasi-Ibom (the Efik name for 
God Almighty). — Old King Ealabar the Efik High Frieat. — The 
Children'! Deity Obu. — Idem Nyanga and Ekpcmyong. — Skolls 
paving the Ground. — DeTit'houses as Obaeijuiea for the I>ead. — 
Howling over the Graves. — Fashions in Native Moaming. — The 

Eaereot Chop-nut Test. — Ifod or Witchcraft Professor Christi. 

son's Experiments oc the Properties of the Chop-not. — Graphic De- 
icription of its Effects by a Kalabar Man. — llie Abiadiong or Sor- 
cerer i. — His modta optrandi when consulted. — The Abiabok or Native 
Doctor. — Surgery performed by the soft Sex. — Extent of Thera- 
peutic Knowledge. 

The Egbo order of Old Kalabar is a very peculiar one, 
and in ite ceremonies is similar to the Mumbo Jumbo 
tomfoolerj practised in other parte of Africa, and de- 
scribed by Mungo Fark and Major Laing. It is a sort of 
negro brotherhood of kings, chiefa, and freemen, and the 
title is derived from " Ekpe," the Efik name for tiger. 
There are eleven grades, the three superior of which, the 
" Nyampa," the " Brass " (or Okpoko), and the " Ka- 
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knnda," are oot purchaseable by slaves. Id former 
times, the Egbo title was confined entirely to freemen, 
the second or third generation of a slave bom " within 
the pale " of an Egboman's dwelUng being liberated by 
this fact, and allowed to purchase it after their parents 
were dead. It cannot be compared to any institutioa 
&miliar to European minds but to that of Freemasonry. 
Previous to initiation, the Egbo candidate is obliged to 
go through a niunber of ceremonial observances ; as, for 
instance, on a "Braes Kgbo" applicant's admission into 
that order, hie body is daubed over with yellow dye to 
simulate brass, and there is a sacrifice of animals on the 
occasion. The secrets and meetings of Egbo men are 
strictly private. If a slave man, woman, or child, have 
a compltunt of grievance against a master or neighbour, 
he or she has only to give notificatioa of it by slapping 
an Egbo gentleman on the front of his body, or hy 
going into the market square and tolling the lai^ Egbo 
belL The gentleman apprised by the first mentioned 
form of notice, is bound to have at once an Egbo meet- 
ing to redress the grievance complained of; and if this 
be found to be trivial the punishment is inflicted on the 
complainant. When an Egbo man wants to make a 
proclamation relative to a theft committed, or tbe reco- 
very of a debt, he sends out into the town what is sup- 
posed to be tbe Idem, or spiritual representative 
of Egbo, a man with a black vizard on bis black 
face, and the whole of hb body covered cap-a-pie 
with a fantastical dress of bamboo matting. This per- 
sonage is sometimes preceded by a few drummers, and he 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



TH£ EGBO OBDER. 143 

always has a bell fastened to his side, which rings na he 
goes along. In hie left band he carries a bunch of green 
leaves (for he is believed to have been exorcised from 
the woods, and of course must keep up his sylvan cha- 
racter), in his right is an enormous cow-hide whip with 
which he flogs every slave, man or woman, whom he 
meets, as taste or inclination may suggest. A brutal 
peculiarity of the Egboship is this, that the want of a 
single variety of the title will expose him who is so un- 
fortunate OS to lack it, to the lashings of the Idem of 
that particular grade which he has not purchased. If 
an individual who is in possession of all the inferior 
grades, and of three of the superior ones, happens to be 
out on the day when the Idem of that particular Egbo 
that be was in want of is walking, he is marked out 
from the common multitude and treated with extra 
severity. Should the Idem not meet any slave in the 
streets to whip on his rounds, he has liberty to go into 
their bouses and whip them to his heart's content. 
The sound of "Egbo Bells," and the name of 
" Egbo Day," are enough to terrify all the slave popu- 
lation of DuketowD ; and when they bear it, they 
hide in every available place. Latterly females have 
been permitted to buy Egbo privileges, but are not 
allowed to be present at the councils of the Egbo gen- 
tlemen, nor to enter at any time within the walls of the 
Egbo Palaver- house. When a yellow flag floats from 
the king's house, it is understood to be " Brass Egbo " 
day, and none but a few of the privileged are allowed to 
walk abroad. A strip of cloth of the same colour nailed 
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to any man's door implies tbat his house is uni^er the 
powerful protection of Brass Egbo, the indication being 
Mgoificant of the master's absence from home. If an 
Idem meets an European in his progresBj where there 
are two roads or pathways aTailable, the Idem walks 
off on the one di£Feretit from that on which the white 
man is approaching ; if there be bnt one road, the latter 
is expected to turn his back, and let the supposed spirit 
pass unnoticed and undisturbed. " Aqua-Ofiong," the 
lost day of the Kalabar week, is Grand Egbo Day, on 
which there is a carnival and Egbo procession, with the 
usual amount of brutality. All legal and judicial pro- 
ceedings in the country are ushered in and carried oat 
under Egbo demonstrations, for the purpose evidently 
of keeping the law m terrorem over the heads of the 
slave population. And no stronger evidence of this can 
be adduced than that a man tried and condemned by 
Egbo law has to forfeit all bia slaves and other property 
in his possession, no matter to whom this latter may 
belong. These are all divided as prey amongst the 
highest Egbo authorities. Persons sentenced to death 
by Egbo trial are allowed, what is considered a pri- 
vil^e, of leaving the world in a state of intoxication. 

There is a class of people here called " bloodmen," 
who live in the interior, at the plantations, and whose 
presence la Duketown does not give much comfort 
to the Egbo authorities. Some time after the death 
of King Eyamba in 1846, a number of slaves belonging 
to the duke's family, ran away from their owners, and 
entered into a blood covenant for mutual protecdon. 
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In a short timaothers joined them, and they now amount 
to aevenil thousands. The present King of Duketown, 
Duke Ephrtum, is the lineal descendant of the master 
of the original refugees, and consequently^ has consider- 
able influence over them. Some time back, they tried 
to be allowed the establishment of a separate Ggboebip 
for themselves, but were refused. They come into the 
town whenever any ceremonial is performed having 
reference to a deed of blood ; but what their relation is 
to the Egbo order atill remfuns a profound secret The 
gentlemen at Old Kalabar have all private fetishes at 
their houses ; the skulls of human heinge, the bones of 
leopards, hippopotami, crocodiles, and manattis, arranged 
according to the owner's taste and fancy. Peculiar 
species of food are not eaten by many families, from the 
&ct that some members of them die after eating of such 
condiments, and their ju-ju consequently places an 
interdict on their use. 

The idea of God entertained by the Kalabarese is 
confined to their incompreliensibility of natural causes, 
which they attribute to Abaa-Ibum, the Efik term for 
Almighty God, hence they believe He is too high and 
too great to listen to their prayers and petitions. Idem- 
£fik is tlie name of the god who is supposed to preside 
over the afibirs of Kalabar, and who is connected myste- 
riously with the great Abasi ; sometimes represented by 
a tree, and sometimes by a lai^e snake, in which form he 
is only seen by his high priest or vicegerent on earth — 
Old King Kalabar. This representative of Idem-E&k 
was a lean, spare, withered old man, about sixty years 
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of age, a little above five feet in height ; grey-headed 
and toothless. He wore generally a dresaing-gown, 
with a red cap, bands of bamboo rope round his neck, 
wrists, and ankles, with taseela dangling at the end. 
In case of any special crime coromitted, for the punish- 
ment of which there is no provision by Egbo law, the 
question was at once referred to Ejag Kalabar*s judg- 
ment, whose decision of life or death was final. King 
Eyo and all the gentlemen saluted him by a word of 
greeting peculiar to himself, " Etia," meaniog in English 
"You sit there," which, amongst persons of the slave 
order, must be joined with pladng the side of the index 
fingers in juxtaposition, and bowing hambly as evidence 
of obeisance. He ofiered up a weekly sacrifice to Idem, 
of goats, fowls, and tortoises, whose relish must natu- 
rally be more savoury to the Idem-BGk's taste if dressed 
up with a little mm. When famine was impending or 
a dearth of ships existed at Old Ealabar, the king sent 
round to the gentlemen of the town an intimation of the 
necessity of making an offering to the deity, and that 
Idem-Efik was in want of "coppers," which of coarse 
must be forwarded through Old King. He bad a privi- 
lege, that every hippopotamus taken or leoiiard shot 
must be brought to liis house, that he may have the 
lion's share of the spoil. Since my first visit to Kala- 
bar this old man has died, and has yet had no successor, 
as the head men and people pretend to believe twelve 
" moons" (two years) must pass by, before *' he be dead 
for thriee." 

Besides this idea of worship, they have a deity named 
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Obu, made of calabash, to which the children are taught 
to offer up a prayer every moraing, to keep them from 
harm.' Idem-Nyanga is the name of the tree, which 
they hold as the impereonatioii of Idem-Efik; and a 
great reverence is entertained for a shruh, whose pods, 
when pressed by the finger, explode like a pistol. In 
all their meals they perform ablution of the bonds before 
and after it ; and in drinking, spill a teaepoonful or bo 
out as a libation to their deity before imbibing. When 
they kill a (owl or a goat as sacrifice, they do not forget 
to remind their god of what "fine thing" they do for 
him; and that "they expect a like fine thing from him 
in return." Ekponyong is the title given to a piece of 
Btick, with a cloth tied round it at top, and a skull 
placed above the cloth which is kept in many of their 
yards, as a sort of guardian numen. In nearly all the 
courts there is a ju-ju tree growing in the centre, with 
a para^tic plant attached to it, and an enclosure of two 
to four feet in oircumferenoe at the bottom of the stem, 
within which skulls are always placed and calabasbea of 
blood at times of sacrifice. At many of the gentlemen's 
thresholds a human skull is fastened in the ground, 
whose white glistening crown is trodden upon by every 
one who enters. 

The most ridiculous superstition of the Kalabarese is 
that connected with the obsequies for the dead. At the 
deaths of Iron Bar, a very respectable trader, and of 
the late King Arcbibong, I saw the absurdity of these 
rites carried out to their fullest extent. At Iron Bar's, 
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03 I went into the yard, there waa a dense crowd 
gathered round what was supposed to be hb grave, 
which was made in the room where he died, antT sunk 
to a depth of ten or twelve feet, that it might bold all 
the things put into it for his use in the next world. 
At the bead of the grave a palm oil light was burning 
with a livid flame, and cast a dim shade over a man, 
who had descended into it, for tbe purpose of arranging 
his furniture — brass pans, copper rode, mug, jugs, pots, 
ewere, tureens, plates, knives and forks, spoons, soap, 
looking-glasses, and a heap of Manchester clotb, all im> 
paired in their integrity by a slight fracture or a tear. 

In the evening I visited the place again. The grave 
was filled up and levelled. Over it was pUced a num- 
ber of mate, on which were squatted a score of women. 
In all the apartments of the court numbers of the soft 
aez were in a like position, and kept up the most dismal 
and dolorous mourning it la possible for tbe imagination 
to conceive. I find it out of my power to convey any 
idea of tbe sensaUon it communicated to me. It was 
not harsh, it was not loud, it waa not crying, nor was 
it shrieking ; it bore no resemblance to an Irish wake, 
or to the squalling of a congregation of cats ; but it was 
a puling, nauseating, melancholy howl, that would have 
tamed my stomftch long before it could have affected 
my brain. 

Over the grave and suspended by a string from the 
roof waa a living cock tied up by his legs, with his 
beak pointed downward. There is always a hole left 
in the side of the grave, through which, from time to 
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time, ruoi or mimbo is poured for the spirit's refresh- 
ment. With this there are also erected, within the house, 
or on the public road, or by the river's side, what are 
called " Devil-houses," of which Iron Bar's were good 
specimens. There were three structures of this kind 
constructed for him ; one in the court attached to the 
house, one outside, and one on the beach adjoining the 
river. All were similar in their fixings: a scarlet 
canopy overspread the bamboo roof placed to shelter 
the table, and over this again was a trio of parasols, 
two crimson and one blue, of silk material, and white 
fringe to each ; around the table were three large sofas; 
and at either end of the roof a pendent glass lamp. 
But the greatest display was on the table. In the 
centre was a large mirror, with a huge braes jug behind 
it. On either side, and covering every spare inch of 
the table, heaped over each other as high up ae as 
equilibrium could be sustaiaed, were monster jugs, 
decanters, tumblers, soup tureens, flower vases, bottles, 
and mugs of all shapes and ^zea, china and glass 
articles, as much as would stock a large shop, all being 
damaged like the articles placed in the graves ; perhaps 
on the supposition that their materiality should be 
destroyed, in o'rder to allow the spirit to escape with 
them, for the ghostly company they were intended to 
serve ; or perhaps, and more likely, to render them 
useless to any of the thieving fraternity, who in the 
practice of their science might stray in the road of 
these establishments. In another of the " Devil- 
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housea " a quantity of stened meat, cooked plantain, 
and the poanded yam called foo-foo, were placed in 
calabashes, for the refreshment of himself, and those 
who were to be his fellow-travellerB in the world of 
spiiits. It shows clearly that they have a belief in ft 
future eziatence, because these " Devil-honses " are 
always furnished ae profusely as their means will aUow, 
from the conviction (as I have mentioned when writing 
of Eyamba's palace), that of whatever qutdity his chop 
EUid comforts may have been to the defnnct, when he 
was in this world, they will he similar in the next 

The houses erected for King Archibong, to entertain 
his devil in, were superior in their furniture to those of 
Iron Bar. That on the beach particularly contained 
a quantity of the productions of native art. The 
women always go in mourning by painting patterm 
of deep black on their foreheads, and the men by 
covering their bodies over with ashes. When the 
mourning time ia over, a general smash is made of alt 
the things in the Devil-house -, the house itself is pulled 
down, and nothing but the " wre<^ of matter " left 
behind. 

Together with the widows and slaves, who in 
former times were sacrificed at the death of a gentle- 
man, there were added to the list a number of persons 
who were accused by the friends of the deceased as 
being accessory to hb death, and obliged to undergo 
what is called the "chop-nut" test. They cannot 
believe, or at least they will not try to understand 
how natural causes create diseases ; but attribute them 
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and Bubsequent death to " ifod," or witchcraft. Hence 
a plaa ia adopted to find out the perpetrator by fixing 
OD a namber of persona, and compelling them, as the 
alternatire of the Egbo law of decapitation, to take a 
quantity of a poiaonouB nut, which is supposed to be 
innocuous if the accused be innocent, and to be fatal if 
he be guilty. 

In the " Monthly Journal of Medicine " for March, 
1855, there b a very interesting paper by Professor 
Christison on the poisoning properties of the test nut 
need in these cases, exemplified by experiments on his 
own body which had nearly proved fatal to him. He 
writes, " The ordeal-nut of Kalabar, called ' esere ' 
by the natives, is a leguminous seed or bean, about the 
size of our garden bean, but thicker. The seed is, I 
apprehend, quite unknown in Europe. Of several 
eminent botanists, including Mr. B. Brown, to whom I 
have ^wn it, no one has been able to recognise it as 
a known species. In order to describe it, it baa been 
cnltivated at my request by my colleagues. Professor 
Syme and Dr. Balfour ; and both have succeeded- It 
proves to be a perennial creeper, of the natural family 
Leguminota, and closely resembling a Dolichos. It 
has a large root-stock. The fresh plant has a heavy, 
strong smell after being some time cut. Though two 
years old, it has not yet fiowered, and, like perennial 
creepers, it may require to form wood for several years 
longer before it bears dowers. I am therefore unable 
to describe it further or to name it. 
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" It baa a hard brittle, ligneous tegument, rather 
rough, and of a brownish crimson or pale chocolate- 
brown colour; but many epecimena are ash-gtej, ap- 
parently from eligbt mould. The kernels, which weigh 
from 36 to 50 grains, are always in good preservation, 
and never injured in the slightest degree by insects — 
a rare occurrence with tropical seeds. They are white 
and hard, but may be chewed ; and they have the taste 
of the eatable leguminous seeds, without bitterness, 
acrimony, aroma, or any other impression on the o^ans 
of taste; in fact, they are scarcely, if at all, distin- 
guishable in taste &om a haricot-bean. This is a 
formidable peculiarity, were it possible for the seed to 
become a familiar poison In Durope. So far as I know, 
the property in quesdon is peculiar to it, for all other 
poisonous seeds of the Leguminosa, with which we 
are sufficiently acquainted, are bitter. The blandnesa 
of its taste is indeed so unusual a character, that I was 
at first misled, and imagined that I had probably got a 
wrong and harmless seed ; but I soon found that I was 
much mistaken." 

It does not grow in Kalabar, but is brought 
from the interior. I have seeu it frequently on the 
beach washed down by the river. Some persons say 
that boiling water destroys the virus of the nut ; hence, 
when a man is doomed to the poison, who is rich enough 
to buy over the interest of the Abiadiong, it is generally 
found to be very harmless. It causes convulsions, 
shooting pains in the head, a discharge of water &om 
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the eyes and mouth, spasmodic twitchiugs of the whole 
muBCuiar system, paralysis, and death. " Him do dis," 
said one of the Kalabar gentlemen, describing to me 
its effects ; and in the words, aa veil as the action suited 
to them, there was a graphic power impossible for me 
to transfer to paper ; " him do die, soap come out of him 
mont, and all him body walk," — a most perfect descrip 
tion of the frothing from the mouth, and the oonvul- 
sive energy of the whole frame. 

Civilisation advances step by step in all countries ; and 
BO, before the science of the " chop-nut " test was brought 
into operation in Old Kalabar, it was customary to per- 
form sacrifices either by summary decapitation, or by 
strangulation effected with placing two horse-shoe-formed 
pieces of brass wire, one before and the other at the 
nape of the neck, twisting their ends together until the 
convict waschoked. Now, however, a person styledan 
" Abiadiong," or sorcerer, is always consulted in cases 
of sickness, death, or capital crime, to find out the in- 
dividual who has earned a chop-nut by bringing a ma- 
lady on his neighbour. He is reputed to derive his 
knowledge by education, but is not the bearer of a 
diploma, save one in his title. The '* Abiadiong " squats 
himself beside the sick man — repeats a number of in- 
cantations — tosses striDgs of beads he has in his hand, 
as an appeal to the spirit he invokes — ruba the beads 
alternately on his own body and that of the sick man — 
cogitates and decides. Sometimes the decision is settled 
by a little "copper palaver" beforehand; and as the 
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Egbo law gives to the possessor of its privil^es an uo- 
limited power in this respect, it may be imagined what 
scenes of blood the system creates and fosters. 

*' Abia-bok " is the title which in this country is 
given to a doctor of medicine ; but the Kalabareae havo 
little faith iu drugs, and surgical operations are gen^ 
rally performed by the soft sex. These are couBned to 
two species of cupping — the dry and the bloody — and 
to enema admimstering. The dry cupping is effected 
with a pyriform calabash upon the breasts of young 
women, whose bodies are chalked over at the same time, 
to force them to maturity. Kazors are used as scarifi- 
cators in moist cupping the side and temples of persons 
labouring under, what they suppose to be, congestive 
diseases. Ulcers are usually dressed by a piece of leaf 
passed round the diseased part, and fastened by a bam- 
boo stem. A poison-bean, with a string through a hole 
bored in it, is frequently worn as a curative ju-ju round 
a sore leg, — only a modification of the sinalta simiUbus 
curantur system. 

Perhaps it is to carry out a like idea that dogs are 
buried in the ground with their heads above the ground, 
where the poor creatures spend three or four days before 
nature conquers their power of life, for during this time 
they are allowed no food. These dogs are generally 
impounded bo before the door of the sick man. When 
amall-pox prevails in some places they dot their bodies 
over with spots of chalk, perhaps to make the demon of 
disease believe that they have previously been visited 
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with 8 skin affection, and that hia grouDil ia already 
occnpied. 

It may hence be inferred that in all even the ex- 
tremest cases it is barely possible to induce them to 
leave a eick man under the care and treatment of an 
European doctor; for thdr ju-jus and fetishes hold by 
&r the greatest amount of their confidence. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The " A£ai," or OrdeaU of OldEahbor. — Power «id Inflaence of the 
Abiwiiong Faculty. — Albiam or " Chop-Doctor " (the Nativo Oath.) 

— Mode of administering thi^ Oath.— The Lad; Artists in Old Kala- 
hax- — Varieties of H^r-dressing. — Its similaritj to the old English 
Practice. — The biennial CoBtom of" Jadok,"— Description of Nabi- 
kems, and of OperadooB to expel £iil Spirits. — Belief in the Traus- 
migration of Souls. — Examples of African Tables — Of the Unieonu. 

— ChampioDship. — Of the Chameleon's Varieties of Colour and 
Unifonnities of Habit ~ Baron von Humboldt on the fantastic Crea- 
tions of onci^ised Tribes. — BapeistitionB in burying Twins alive. — 
Acconnl of the Presbyterian Mission in Old KaJabar. — Its Necessi^ 
here.- Of the Work it has effected. — The Rio del Bey. — The 
Kameioons Monntain. — The Bimbia District. -^ Kameroons Towns, 
and their dean Streets. — A Qneen Street Sweeper. — Kameroons 
Egbo Peculiarities. — Kongolo Order. — Gambia, sorcerer. — Qn* 
Poison. ^ — CaptiTationa of soft Sex. — Yearly Produce of Ihe Locality. 

— ^vers in the Bight of Sia&a below Kameroons. 

Akin to the chop-nnt test, tboagh not so fatal in tbeir 
results^ are the " Afias " or ordeala, of which there are 
eight. The first is the " Afia-aran" or palm-oil test, 
in which boiling palm oil is poured on the hand of any 
one suspected of thievery. If the hand be burned, it 
is taken as proof of guilt ; if not, the suspected person 
is held to he innocent. Aa the Abiadiong is the ma- 
nipulator in all these cases, it may be guessed from what 
causes the temperature of the oil may be varied by the 
operator ; or permissiou given to hold the hand in an 
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incliDed position ; or the fiogers squeezed, bo that the 
oil runa off on its applicatioD. 

The second is the " Afia Ayara." Aysra is the name 
of a kind of caUba^. Water is poured into it, and 
pepper is bruised in the water. A feather is then taken, 
and the eye-lids rubbed over with the liquid. If the 
eyea are not made to scald, the accased is declared 
innocent ; if otherwise, guilty. The third ia the "Afia- 
edet-ibom." " Edet " ia the Efik name for " tooth " and 
" ibom " meana a black snake. This reptile's teeth are 
small crooked things, like a sparrow's claws, and are 
inserted below the eye-ball by the Abiadiong. Should 
the sccueed eject the teeth by rolling his eye-ball in 
every direction, be ia pronounced innocent ; if not, he 
is deemed guilty. When the suspected culprit cannot 
emit the article of torture, it is dexterously pulled out 
by the operator with something like a leopard's tooth ; 
and the supervening inflammation of the eye is an 
addition to the other punishment bestowed for the 
offence suspected. "Afia-ibnot-idiok" is the fourth. 
*'Idiok" is the native name of a chimpanzee. The 
operator holds the head (or ibnot) of a chimpanzee over 
which be draws one line with chalk, another with char- 
coal. In case the operator favours the person under 
trial, the baboon's head can be made to drag him towards 
the white tine, signifying acquittal, as the black line is 
fatal. The fifth is the "Afia-ntuen," performed with 
seeds of an acrid plant in the eye, as the third test is 
done. Tbe sixth is styled "Afia-usan," " usan " signi- 
fying a plate or dish. The Abiadiong appoints a man to 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



158 I3IPBE8SIONS OF WE8TEBN AFBICA. 

wave a plate or dish full or nearly full of water, a little 
charcoal or other subetaoce put ia with the water. If 
the liquid falls out with the process, " guilt " is decreed ; 
if not, " innocence." The seventh, "Afia-utong," is one 
in which a needle ia run through the lobe of the ear. 
Should it go through ea^y, the accused is pronounced 
innocent ; if it break, he is as once condemned hy the 
fact The eighth is entitled the "Afia-itiat," or ordeal 
of the stone. The Bev, Mr. Anderson acquaints me 
that he saw this form used in a case where a Henehaw- 
town chiefs house had been robbed, to test whether the 
bui^lary were committed hy a Duketown or Henshaw- 
town thief. In order to ascertain this, a large round 
stone was brought in presence of the Egbo authoritiea 
of both places. A white line and a black one — with 
chalk and charcoal — were then drawn about a yard 
apart, for a distance of several feet in length. The 
stone was placed between the two lines, one of the chiefs 
(not an Abiadiong) pouring a few drops of vegetable 
juice on it, appealing to it to do justice, and apprising 
the assembly that if it rolled towards the black line a 
Duke-town man was the thief, if to the white line a 
Henshaw-town man would be proved to be the guilty 
party. A boy was then called forward, who placed his 
hands on the stone, after some of the vegetable juice 
bad been dropped on them. Then he commenced ope- 
rations, by seemingly pressing the stone perpendicularly 
downwards. A very obstinate stone at the first mani- 
pulation it proved to be ; for it advanced, inclining to 
neither ude, and the boy was getUng into a profuse 
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perspiralioDf which probably may have beea the cause 
of its leaning towards the black line and eventually 
becoming fixed on it. This of course was the occasion 
of plaudits for the Henshaw-town people, who were 
therefore freed from all imputation of theft. To the 
Abiadiong was left the discovery of the individual 
rogne. 

It might be said that these plans of trial have a 
beautiful trait of -simplicity about them, free from all 
the paraphernalia and technicalities of law courts in 
(nvilised countrieSj did we not know what an extensive 
power and influence the Abiadiong faculty possesses in 
their dispensation. Under the influence of a bribe, one 
of this class will fix upon any person obnoxious to a 
great man, ae being the oause of his illness. By the 
name impelling power he can modify the action of the 
poison-nut by mixing an emetic properly with it — can 
wink at the boiling palm oil test— put the snake's teeth 
in a man's eyes so as they are sure to tumble out — in- 
sert a sharp needle through the lobe of any one's ear 
without suffering it to Jracture, and make a chimpanzee 
turn its bead to the white or the hhwk line as be 
pleases. 

"Chop-doctor" is the English title which the Kala- 
barese give to taking an oath. It is called "Albiam " 
in the Efik tongue, and is accomplished in the following 
manner. The "Albiam " is composed of a variety of 
substances it would require an eminent analytical che- 
mist to discover, and one of which is too abominable to 
mention. The person about to be awom is seated on 
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tbe groiiad, and three bottles cont^ing "Albiam" 
placed before him. Tbe administrator of tbe oath 
(generally an "Abiadiong") deliTers a harangne to 
those around, explaining his reason for giving it When 
tbe speaker ceases, some of the Albiam is poured into 
a disb from each bottle, and the oatb-taker dips bis 
forefinger three times into tbe dish, putting the finger 
each dip into his mouth. Tbe same movement of the 
fingers is again repeated a similar number of times; 
and this is followed by patting tbe fingers on tbe tops of 
the great toes. Tbe dish is then held to his month, by 
tbe administrator of the oath ; be tastes » little, and tbe 
remainder is thrown upon his head. "Albiam " is the 
Bfik name for a disease ^milar to dropsy, with which 
all persons swearing falsely are supposed to be vidted ; 
causing aicknees even to death. After the oath is 
taken, nn address is delivered to the portion of the 
"Albiam " remaining in tlie bottles, chai^ng it not to 
forget the oath, and enjoining it to visit the breaker 
with its vengeance, if be may hereaf^r falsify his 
abjuration. 

The women in Old Kalabar are not only the surgical 
operators, but are also artists in other matters. Carving 
hierc^lyphics on large dish calabashes and on the seats 
of stools ; painting figures of poeticised animals on the 
walls of tbe houses ; shaving the gentlemen's heads ; 
weaving and dyeing mats, — all are done by them. The 
varieties in the frUeur department it would be impos- 
sible for me to describe, without taking a series of 
portraits. 
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In my former *' Narrative" I mentioned the analogy 
that exietB between the Filatahs of our time and the 
Anglo-Saxons of s pre-Christian age.* I may institute 
a like comparison here. The very fashions which existed 
in England in 1643, as described by Dr. Hall, in a 
little work " On the Loathsomeness of Long Hwr," 
may be seen any day in the present year amongst the 
Kalabareee : — " How strangely do men cut their hairs 
— some all before ; some all behind ; some hmg round 
about their croanes, being cut tkort like cootes or popish 
priests and friars ; some have long locks at their eart, as 
if they had four eares or were prickeared, — some have 
a little hmg lock onely before, hanging down to their noses 
like Hie tail of a weasell; every man being made a foole 
at the barber's pleasure, or making a foole of the barber 
for having to make him such a foole." 

The words printed in italics, describe the prevuling 
fashion of hair-dreesing amongst the Kalabarese, save 
that instead of single locks, each pendant lappet is com- 
posed of three or four locks gathered in a plait. 

All my efforts to obtain a song of the Efik tongue 
were unsuccesefuL I heard of a translation of a war song 
of Kalabar, whidi was taken " through an interpreter 
from the lips of one of the settlers in Fernando Fo." 
When paddling their canoes they chant sometimes a 
lively air, whose chorus chimes in with remarkable 
accuracy to the strokes of their paddles. 

* Vide Nurative of Higer, Tshadda, and Binng Exploration, p. TS. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



162 IHPBESBIOHS OF WESTERN AFRICA. 

A strange bieDoial custom exists at Old Kalabar, that 
of purifying the town from all devils and evil spirits, 
wiiOf in the opinion of the authorities, have daring the 
past two years taken possession of it. They call it 
" Judok," and a similar ceremony is performed annually 
on the Gold Coast. At a certain time a number of 
figures, styled "Nabikems," are fabricated and fixed 
indiscriminately through the town. These figures an 
made of sticks and bamboo matting; being moulded 
into different shapes. Some of them have an attempt 
at body, with legs and arms, to resemble the human 
form. Imaginative artists sometimes furnish these spe- 
cimens with an old straw hat, a pipe in the mouth, and 
a stick fastened to the end of the amij as if they were 
prepared to undertake a journey. Many of the figures 
are supposed to resemble four-footed animals; some 
crocodiles; and others birds. The evil spirits are ex- 
pected, after three weeks or a month, to take up their 
residence in them, showing, to my thinking, a very great 
want of taste on the part of the spirits vagrant. When 
the night arrives for their general expulsion, one would 
im^ne the whole town bad gone mad. The population 
feast, and drink, and sally out in parties, beating at 
empty comers as if they contained tangible objects to 
hunt, and hallooing with all their might and main. 
Shots are fired ; the " Nabikems " are torn up with 
violence, set in fiames, and thrown into the river. The 
orgies continue until daylight dawns; and the town is 
considered clear of evil influence for two yeara more. 
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Strange inconsistency vith their ideas of tbe provision 
necessary to be made for Uie dead in their passage to 
another world I 

But heathenism is full of these follies : and few of 
them can he more absurd than their belief, that, if a 
man be killed by a crocodile or a leopard, he is sup- 
posed to have been the victjm of some malicious enemy, 
who, at his death, turned himself into either of these 
animals to have vengeance on the person that has just 
been devoured. Any man who kills a monkey or a 
crocodile, is supposed to be turned into one or the other 
when he dies himself. On my endeavouring to con- 
vince two very intelligent traders of Duketown of the 
"fool palaver" of such nonsense, and of my belief that 
men had no more power to turn themselves into beasts 
than they had to make rain fall or grass grow, I was 
met with the usual cool reply to all a European's argu- 
ments for civilisation, "It be Kalabar *fash'-(ion), and 
white man no saby any ting about it." 

The same answer, "white man no saby any ting 
about it," was given to me by our Yoruba inter- 
preter when up the Tshadda, on my doubting two 
" supposed facts," which he thus recorded to me. The 
first was, that tbe Houssa people believe in the existence 
of the Unicom, but his precise location cannot be 
pointed out. ■ He is accredited to be the champion 
of the unprotected goat and sheep from the ravages 
of the leopard, — that, when he meets a leopard, be 
enters amicably Into conversation with him — descants 
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Upon hie cruelty, and winds np, like a true member of 
the Humane Sodety, by depnTing the leopard of his 
claws. On my asking him if a clawlees leopard had 
ever been discovered, or if the unicorn had proposed 
any other spedes of food aa a substitute — observing 
me smile with incredulity — he gave an answer ednular 
to that of the Kalabar men, in the instance just 
mentioned. 

The second was to the effect that a chameleon always 
went along at the same pace, not quickening his steps 
for rain or wind, but going steadily in all phases of tem- 
perature, chan^ng his hue in compliment to everything 
he met, turning black for black man, white for white, 
blue, red, or green, for any cloth, or flowers, or vege- 
tables that fall in his way, and the only reason he 
gives for it when questioned on the subject is, that his 
father did the same before him, and he does not think it 
right to deviate from the old path, " Because same ting 
do for my father, same ting do for me." 

The " revelling in strange and fantastic creations," 
which Baron von Humboldt writes of as existing in 
nations least advanced in civilisation, comes before a 
man's sight and within his hearing every day on a visit 
to an African river. " Instead of examining, men are 
led to conjecture, dogma^ee, and interpret supposed facts, 
that have neverbeen observed."* This represents the 
most potent species of arguments used by Africans 
against our civilisation. It was even resorted to in 
* CotmcM, ToL L p. 16, 
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Old Kalabar, when it was tried to Buppiess the brutal 
system of burying twins alive and banishing the mother 
from all society, as well aa the equally cruel one of 
burying a child, though living, with its mother, if she 
died during the period of suckling. But many of these 
superstitious brutalities and wickedness have received a 
check from the labours of a body of Scotch Missionaries 
in this part of Africa. 

In the year 1846 the United Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland sent out missionaries to Old Kalat>ar, deeming 
it a most important field for Christian enterprise. They 
established tbree stations, one at Duketown, the second 
at Oldtown, which carried its operations into the Qua 
Country, and a third at Creektown. The Europeans 
coDsbted of four ordained clergymen and their wives, 
with several catechists and assistants ; and, during the 
twelve years they have been labouring here, there have 
occurred but three deaths amongst them. 

About two hundred children are in daily attendance 
at the Mission Schools; and between twenty and thirty 
of the native youths have been baptized. There is a 
printing press attached to the mission, whidi was 
worked by the Rev. Samuel Edgerley till his death in 
May, 1857, and employed in furnishing school books 
and translations of the Holy Scriptures, in the na- 
tive language, previously unwritten. The Rev. Mr. 
Goldie has penetrated to Ekrikok or Ikunitu up the 
Cross Siver; and new stations are contemplated at Ekri- 
Tobaka on the Aboh side of the mun river below Parrot 
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lelaDd, at Guinea Company and Uwet up the Kalabar 
Stream, and at the Duketown plantations in the Qaa 
Country, thus spreading their operations over a tract of 
land that commands the main entrance to the very heart 
of the continent. 

At Dnketown near the Mission residence, are a 
chapel and a school, made of wood, with bamboo roof; 
a galvanised iron church ie at Creektown, with two 
schools ; and at all the stations they are labouring ener- 
getically, each in his vocation, to propagate the doc- 
trines of the Christian religion. All the gentlemen 
address the people on scriptural subjects in their native 
tongue, the £fik ; whilst the Kev. Mr. Anderson*, be- 
sides his hard work amongst the Duketown people, 
frequently performs service for the crews of European 
ships in the river. 

And, surely, there is no region of Western Africa 
where the doctrines of Him, who came on earth to 
preach " peace and good vrill amongst men," have more 
need to be engrafted, than where so many native dia- 
bolical doings still prevuL 

From East Head, the voyager sails by more of the 
mud and mangrove swamp past the Kio del Bey, #hich 
flows from the Bumby country, and of which nothing 
is known save apparently extravagant stories recorded 
by ancient gec^raphers. The Kalabar native traders 



* To him I am indebted for mnch of my information about the peca- 
liaritiea of EtSk. luperstitioiu. 
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have some acquaintance with the nativee of the countries 
on the banks of this river, and they call them Animbee. 
By the Kameroone residents they are styled Duwalla, 
D'Ambedi, and GolUmbedi. Many of the Kameroons 
people, whose native name is Duwalla, trace their origin 
to some part of the country here. This river has never 
been explored, and there is no traffic opened in it as yet; 
bat it is Sfud that the Dutch had a factory on a small 
island at the mouth, in the middle of the seventeenth 
century. 

Before arriving at Bimbia, we come within sight of 
the Amboises Islands, and, if the day be dear, of the 
lofty peak of Kameroons mountain. 

In the days of Hanno*, who voyaged this way from 
Carthage 2500 years ago, an exploration along the 
western coast of Africa was made, but the navigators 
tnmed back on seeing fire issue from the crater of the 
Kameroons mountiun. As everything in that epoch 
was looked upon in the light of heathen mythology, 
the mountain was named the " Chariot of the Gods." 

Kameroons peak, which, in the naUve Duwalla lan- 
guage, is called Mongo-ma-Loboh, rises to a height of 
13,760 feet above the level of the sea, and is there- 
fore 1,590 feet higher than Teueriffe. The lower peak, 
entitled the Mongo-ma-Etendeh, is 5820 feet high. 
But the inhalutants at the base of the mountain on the 



* Hanno the Carthaginiaa general, and lik«wi«e a historian, wa« 
■pokenof b;Flin7, B8 the first lion tamer: "Frimas hominum leonem 
mann tracttre anioa, et oatendere nuuuaefactnni Hanno e cUriHinuB 
n tmditnr." 

■ 4 
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Kameroona side, the Mungo tribe, who trade with the 
Bakouli race higher up, report that the latter will 
permit no strangers to paee through their country. 
Hence we may infer that the peak is inaccesMble till 
more civiliBed notions are propagated and take root 
amongst tbeae people. 

The appearance of the country about it stret^ing 
up the mountain side is very attractive, from the 
livery of redundant vegetation which it wears, and 
its brown-roofed houses contrasted with the white 
aspect of the Baptist Mission residence. The in- 
habitants of this district are of the Isebutribu tribe. 
Passing \ichols Island*, on which are two trading 
establishments, belonging to merchants in Fernando Fo, 
and rounding Cape Kameroons, we find ourselves as- 
cending the Kameroons river, leaving a group of ugly 
breakers, called the Dogs' Heads, on the right-hand edde. 
Up the river, about sixteen miles, the tn»&ig vessels 
are stationed, some of which are permanent hoiks with 
residents on board. Josses-town, King BellVtown, 
King Aqna's-town, Dido's-towns — one governed by 
Charley and another by Ned of that ilk, — with Long 
Tom's-town, are the trading locations on the left side of 
the river. At King-Bell's town there is a Baptist 
Mission station, where capital bricks have been manu- 
factured. On the opposite side of the river, higher up, 

• Called BO after my respected friend, General Sir Edward Nichols, 
TC.C3., who was governor at Fernando Po after Captain Owen bad 
formed the British BettlemenC there in 1SS7. 
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18 Hiccory-town*, predded otm by a chief Darned 
Preeee BelL The head men of all these places are 
living in a continual state of petty jealousy one vith. 
another, on account of trading matters. 

Nothing appeared to me so illaetratJve of the vast 
difference between the Kalabar and Kameroons people, 
as the remarkable cleanliness of the streets in the 
latter place. They are all perfectly level, and are 
swept after sundown every evening, to a condition 
equal to the neatest Dutch town you fall in with when 
travelling up the Hhine. The houses have their floors 
raised from the ground by mud, which becomes hard 
as brick ; but no plaster is used for the walls, which 
are composed of sliced bamboo stems closely wefted to- 
gether. They are all quadrilateral in shape ; and, ex- 
cept those belonging to the chiefs, have no separate 
rooms, chimneys, or windows. 

On my first visit to Kameroona — being then a novice 
in my experience of African peculiarities, — it struck me 
as very singular to see a Queen sweeping the streets. 
The royal broomer, I was informed, was the head of 
three Queens of King Aqua, monarch of Aqua territory, 
^e was a woman of not more than twenty years of i^e, 
the front of her body tattooed with deep black marks, in 
the forms of birds, circles, angles, and parallel lines. 
Her only clothing consisted of a silk hip swathe, but 
her hiur was plaited to above the summit of the crown 

• Dented from the title "'Siggeiy-iowa," which waa giTen to it in 
tba SouriaMdg dtyt of the slave-trade. 
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into a helmet shape, and set off on either side of the top 
by a circular cake of ijeA earth. At each temple was t 
like-shaped piece of hard mud, and all of these four 
earthy omamenta bad four holes hored througK From 
temple to temple, aod from forehead to orowo, extended 
a string of large mock coral heads ; around her neck 
was a broad tape-like string of small beads, whilst a 
brass ring on each toe of the left foot completed her 
costume. 

The Kameroons people have an Egboship like the 
Kalaharese, somewhat similar in its tomfooleries, hut 
not in its atrocities. Palm trees and pepper are th^ 
chief ju-jus, and their mode of swearing is by chewing 
apiece of Enphorbia leaf before the process of abjuration. 

In oases of serious illness, or dearth of nun, a ju-jo 
festivity is made; when a number of persons go into 
the woods, every man twisting each of three palm leaves 
into a knot. Amongst the worshippers is a supposed 
spirituality, fabricated by a series of hoops, sur- 
rounded with grass cloth; the tenant inside of which 
has the power of lowering or elevatiDg the structure 
by an elastic contrivance, known only to themselves. 
Kongolo is the Duwalla name ^or the Egho order in 
Kameroons. A person, entitled Gambia, represents the 
Abiadiong character of Old Kalabar; and the poison 
which is administered as a capital punishment is the 
jioot of a tree, and is called Qua. 

The country interior to Kameroons is very extensively 
cultivated ; and there most be a large population her& 
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The women are all abomiDably tattooed ; some of them 
wear rings of bead-rings in their noses ; and are, taken 
altogether, the most disgusting specimens of negro 
humanity I have ever met with. 

The entrance to Balimba river is by a surfy bar, 
across which there is no passage for a vessel drawing 
more than four feet of water. The country, for a dis- 
tance of twelve miles up the Balimba river, has a far 
more pleasing aspect than at the mouths of any rivers 
in this Bight. There are no mangrove swamps — the 
left bank, along which stretch tows of hamlets are from 
four to six feet above the water's sur&ce — redun- 
dant in cocoa nut, plantain, and cocco trees. On the 
opposite banks are plantations where the slaves reside, 
and which they cultivate. Interior to their country is 
the Woorree race, who speak the same language as the 
Balimbas, and are supposed of the- same descent, being 
entirely different from the Duwallas of Kameroons and 
Isebus of Bimbia. The Balimba has several mouths, 
one of which is called the Boreah. 

Touching the trade or other pecoliarilies of the rivers 
beyond Kameroons in the Bight of Biafra, very little is 
as yet known. In the Boreah, some ivory traffic is 
carried on at Corisco : it is chiefly conducted by the 
Americans; at Gaboon, by the English and French, 
Gaboon is a French settlement, and owns a Governor 
there, who is also Commandant of the Naval establish- 
ment. Oo the south-west coast, at Angola, Ambrig, 
and Saint Paul de Loaudo, British merchants have 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



172 IHPBESSIONS OF WESTEBH AFSICA. 

pennaaent factories, aad this is the healthiest part of 
the West Coast. Unfortunatelj there is no postal com- 
mtmicatioD to this place, as it is intermediate between 
Fernando Po (the last port whereat the Royal "West 
African Mul Company's eteamers touch) and the Cape 
of Good Hope. Casnal visits of men-of-war are the 
only media of commanicatioQ between these stations and 
Feroaodo Fo. 
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Fernando Fo- — Its geographical Portion and eailf History, — Trans' 
ference of OtmErship from Portugal to Spain. — First Spanish Colo- 
nisaiion. — Attempt at Settlement bj t1ie English. — Why it foiled. — 
Beplanting of the Spanish FUg in 1843. — YaK Appointment of a 
Consnl here for the Bighls. — The British Government making no 
Agreement n-ith Spajn for the Cession of the Ground now called 

Clarence Census of Clarence in 1856, -~ Description of the Town. 

— Monament to Goremor Beecroft. — His sncceasor, Govemor Lyn- 
slager. — Clarence Grave-yard. — Lander's Grave. — Fernando Po 
Peak. — Geot^'s or Kortb-west Bay. — Ita Position. — Charles's 
Folly. — Point Kelly.— Ooat and Eid Island. — Assemba and Moloko 
Territories. — lander's Opinion of the sanitary Superiority of George's 
B&y to Cloreiico Core. 

The island of Femando Po is situated between Lat. 3" 
and 4° N., Long. 8° and 9° E., and is about 100 miles 
in drcuraference. From its northern extremity of 
Point Sullen to Melville Bay, on the south side of the 
island, is a distance of about thirty-five miles; and from 
its easternmost point. Cape Horatio, (not more than 
twenty miles from Point Bnllen,) to the land of Bimbia 
on the African continent, there are only twenty-five 
miles of eea intervening. 

Fernando Po was discovered in 1471 by a Portu- 
guese navigator, who entitled it the " Elba Formosa " 
(or beautiful island), but it has since been called after 
the explorer who found it out, and whose name was 
Fernando Poo. Dr. Hensman has styled it "the 
Madeira " of the Gulf of Guinea. 
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It has been stated b^ some authoritieE<, that tbe 
posBession of this island vaa traDsferred from Porta- 
gal to Sptun in exchange for the island of Trinidad, on 
tbe coast of Bro^ This, however, does not appear in 
the "General History of Sptun," hj El Padre Mariana, 
who gives an account of Fernando Po and Anno Bon 
having been ceded to Spun, in a treaty ratified at 
Madrid, the 24th of March, 1778 ; and states that they 
had been privately given over on the lat of October, in 
the previous year, by Joseph IL, the then reigning 
monarch of Portugal. These ratifications were entered 
into in consequence of a difference between both powers, 
about the famous line of Alexander YL, relating to 
their poseeeaons in South America. It is confessed in 
a despatch by the Count de Floridablanca (at that time 
premier to his Catholic Majesty, Carlos III.), that the 
neces^ty existing for the cultivation of the Spanish 
colonies in America by negro skves made the posses- 
ion of these islands derirable ; as it would enable them 
to procure negroes at first cost, instead of paying an 
usurious sum to the French and Portuguese slave traders 
for their supply. In a little more than a month after 
the treaty was ratified, a Spanish expedition set out 
from Monte Video for Fernando Po, in the frigate of 
war '* Catalina," and two other smaller vessels, contain- 
ing 150 men as soldiers, operatives, and agriculturists. 
These were commanded by Count de Arjelejos, to whom 
Don Joaquim Primo de Rivera, a colonel of artillery, 
was second. 
They did not arrive in Fernando Po till towards the 
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end of October in the aame year, thus occupymg six 
months in the passage. Hence they proceeded to Anno 
Bon, occupying two months in their yoyage thither, 
during which time Count Arjelejos died. At Anno 
Bon they were resisted and repelled by the Portuguese 
residents, who — having dwelt on the island for seventy 
years, constructed a fort, and organised an artillery and 
an establishment of seventy priests — could not under- 
stand why they should be disturbed in their abiding- 
place, which they considered the bond ^de property of 
their crown. 

By the orders of the government of Madrid — by a 
mutiny caused through a sergeant named Geroninio 
Martin — and worse still, by the fatality of the climate, 
vrhich in less than three years had carried away 128 
out of 150 men, Primo de Rivera returned with his 22 
survivors to Monte Video. Prom thence he sailed to 
Buenos Ayres, where be handed over Itis insurrec- 
tionists to the YIce-Boy of that place, and proceeded 
himself to Spain. Thus ended the first expedition pre- 
vious to the British colonisation iu 1827 ; and from the 
abandonment of this island in 1781 till Lerena's ex- 
pedition in 1843 — a period of sixty-two years — the 
Spanish government seems to have blotted oat Fernando 
Po from the map. 

The frequent visits of English men-of-war and mer- 
chant ships to Fernando Po to procure water, yams, 
and live stock — the last two of which on the first visits 
of ships could be obtained for pieces of iron hoops — 
induced our government to establish a colony in this 
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island, which waa undertaken in 1827. A motive of 
bumanit}' waa the main inapiring idea of this settlemenL 
It waa coDBidered that Fernando Po being only from 
twenty-five to a hundred miles from the moaths of the 
prindpal rivers in the Bight of Biafra — then the great 
Blave-trading mart — a colony here would form an eli- 
gible ground for a mixed Commisfflon Court, and so 
diminish the horrors of the dreary passage to Siem 
Leone, — that the cHmate appeared salubrioaa, — and 
that thus, after a time, it might he the key for openii^ 
civilisation and Christianity to Central Africa, through 
all the streams whose embouchures its pootion com- 
manded. 

The settlement was accordingly made in 1827 by 
Captiun Owen, of His Majesty's ship " Eden," wfao 
assumed the post of superintendent of the colony, whilst 
the chief civil appointment was given to Captiun Har- 
rison. The ground measured out was entitled Clarence- 
town ; a fonnatity of purchasing it was gone through 
with two native cbiefa ; and the work of clearing it and 
building commenced. 

Here began also one grand error in our colonisation, 
the em^doyment of Europeans to dig and delve under a 
tropical sun, amidst the rifest germs of disease. Hun- 
dreds of valuable lives were lost in carrying out the 
ideas of a military establishment in Clarence, — by 
rai^ng mounds whereon to place guns — a most mis- 
taken system of cultivating any soil or humanising any 
class of people. The introduction of legitimate com- 
merce up any one river in the Bight of Biafra has done 
something to neutralise the slave traffic. How have all 
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the liveB and money wasted in Fernando Po tended to 
afieUt this object ? 

From 1827 to 1833 the colony of Clarence— the only 
town in the island save the hamlets of the aborigines — 
remtuned in the hands of the British government, when 
Admiral Warren came out in H.M.S. " Iris," and dis^ 
claimed, OQ the part of the goTernment, their future 
intention to keep it up. I believe a great deal of the 
bad character it bore op to this time is attributable to 
the mbrepresentations about it that were sent home by 
those interested in retaining the mixed Commission 
Court at Sierra Leone, as well as the fact that black 
men were not employed in the primary clearing of the 
ground, nor proper sanitary measures adopted to preserve 
the health of the white men so engaged. Europeans 
should never be employed as day labourers in clearing 
land over any part of Africa. I lay that down as an 
indlaputable axiom, — because a tropical sun is too in- 
tense for the physical constitution of a white man to 
endure through the course of a day's oat-door work, — 
because the prostration ensuing on this hard labour is 
almost certain to be followed by an attempt to recover 
enei^y through indulgence in stimulating drinks, — 
because these combined are the main predisposing germs 
of African fever, — and because such effects are all per- 
fectly avoidable, as any quantity of black men may be 
had on the Kru coast to do the work. 

After the British government had given up their 
houses and other establishments in Clarence, they passed 
into the hands of Dillon, Tenant, and Company, on 
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whose bankmptc;, in 1837, the West Afiicfci Company 
became poweBBon of the boDeea and etores till 1841, 
when they were purchased by the Baptist Missionary 
Society for 1500/. 

Id 1843, an expedition was sent out from Madrid 
under the direction of Don Jon Joseph de Lerena, 
gentleman of the military order of St Hennenegildo, 
and commander of the Spaatsh brig of war " Nerrion," 
commissioned by the regent of Spun to the islands of 
Fernando Po and Anno Bon, with full powers to replant 
the Spanish fl^ there, and assume the proprietorship of 
these islands for his kingdom. During this expedition 
the island of Corisco was made over to Spain by the 
bead chiefs of the place ; the Spanish flag was hoisted 
ID Anno Bon as well as Fernando Po, and Mr. BeecroFt 
was made governor o( the Utter place, as well as of its 
dependences. Anno Bon and Corisco. 

The authorities at Madrid were so well pleased with 
the result of this expedition, that in the end of 1845 
they fitted out another, which amred at the island in a 
war corvette entitled the " Venus," under the command 
of Captain Don Nicholas de Manterola. It was accom- 
panied by Chevalier Guillemard de Aragon, then 
Spanish Consul- General at Sierra Leone. There were 
only two priests and a few soldiers left behind out of 
this company. The latter soon died ; one of the former 
remained only eighty days, and returned to Madrid, via 
Liverpool, in a palm-oil ship (the " Magistrate "), the 
other quitted soon after on board a Prench man-of-war. 

Meanwhile the British government deeming the in- 
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tereets of British commerce in the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra as sufBciently important to require the appoint- 
ment of a consul, fixed upon Governor Beecroft for the 
post. He received Her Majesty's commisuon in 1849. 
The situation of Spanish Governor did not iDterfere 
with this, for never during his occupation of it had this 
title been more than a nominis umbra. 

At the time of the arrival of a body of Spanish 
missionaries, under the superintendence of Siguor Don 
Miguel Martinez y Sanz on the l4th of May, 1856, there 
was not a single Spaniard residing over the whole length 
and breadth of Fernando Po. 

The British government in their original settlement 
of 1827 made no agreement with Spain about their in- 
tention to establish a colony here ; and it is emd by 
Spanbh authorities that their government protested 
strongly against the occupation of it by the English. 
The ground marked out for the town of Clarence was 
purchased for a trifle from two aboriginal chiefs ; and 
hence British reddente can still be permitted to remain 
solely on the toleration of the Spanish crown. 

I learn from Lieut. Holman'a "Travels*," that on 
Christmas-day, in the last-mentioned year, formal pos- 
eession of the ground for a settlement was taken in the 
name and on behalf of His Majesty George the Fourth, 
in the presence and by permission of two chiefs, named 
Chameleon and Cut-Throat — titles given to them by 
Captain Owen's company. 

* VoL i. p. 336. 
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Since that time the vessels of H.B,M.'a sqnaciron 
have left many slaves in Clarence rescued from slave 
ships taken in the Bight; and on the Slat of March, 
1856, the census of the population was as follows : — 
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Tbe towD of Clarence ie situated at the Dorthem end 
of the island, behind s small cove between Point 
William and Point Adelaide. Theee are in Maidstone 
Bay, vhose extreme boundariee are Point William and 
Cape Bullen. 

The volcanic nature of the island is evident on the 
road from the beach to the town ; for basaltic scoriae are 
imbedded in the soft clay through which it is cat. 
These are of eucb a size that they could have been 
placed there by no mechanical power available in this part 
of the world, and are essentially different in their geo- 
logical formation from the soil in which they are im- 
pacted. 

The few houses constituting the foreground, visible 
from the sea, are the best in the town ; for the remain- 
ing habitations behind are only a superior kind of African 
cabins. The n^o reeidente, Bave the Krumen, nearly 
all dress in European style, and are very courteous in 
their bearing when met in the streets. 

Near the end of Point William is a plaster monu- 
ment; fabricated by one of the terra cotta artists of the 
New Boad, London, which has been erected " by their 
shipmatea and relatives," to the memory of the officers 
and men who died whibt serving in the expedition to 
the Biver Niger, under the British Government in 1841 
and 1842. Underneath a huge red-wood-tree about 
400 yards from the Niger monument, the late Governor 
Beecroft is buried. A handsome stone pillar has been 
lately placed over his grave, and a Iront slab contains 
the following inscripUon : — " Beneath this monument 
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are deposited the remains of John Beecrofl, Spfuish 
Governor of the Island of Fernaado Po, and Her 
BritAnnic Majesty's Consul for the Bight of Biafra, who 
died June 10th, 18M, aged 64 yesra. This memorial 
was erected hy the inhabitanta of the colony of Clarence, 
OS a testimonial of their gratitude for his many years' 
fatherly attention to their comforts and interests, as welt 
as for his unwearying exertions to promote the happi- 
ness and welfare of the whole African race." 

He died in June, 1854, just as be was about 
to start in command of the Niger Expedition of 
that year ; and to him succeeded, as representative of 
Her Catholic Majesty Isabella the Second of Spun, 
Governor Lyoslager. This gentleman is a descendant 
of Maurice Lynslager the celebrated merchant of 
Amsterdam, of whom Van Tromp the valiant Dateh 
Admiral s:ud, that he " was a brave citizen and a good 
Christian." 

Governor Lynslager is known fm- the best and noblest 
qualities which adorn a man. Wherever the island is 
spoken of, hie name and Fernando Po are as inseparable 
as the Siamese twins. 

The grave-yard of Clarence is situated at the end of 
Waterfall-street, where the murmur of a alight cascade 
hard by gives a melancholy tone to one's feelings 
when entering ; more particularly, because in it some 
of the heroes of African exploration are buried, — French 
and English officers of men-of-war, — Dr. Vogel the 
botanist, and Captain Bird Allen, B, N., who were up 
the Niger iu the government expedition of 1641-42> 
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together with Eichard Lander. Though hii grave be 
unmarked from the mass of mortality by which it ie 
BUTTOunded, yet he has built up for himself a monumen- 
tum are peretmitu, by his great diecovery of the month 
of the river Niger. The brushwood is remarkably 
dense, as if r^etation assumed new life from the many 
dead bodies underneath. 

The peak of Fernando Po is more than ten thousand 
feet above the level of the sea ; and I believe the 
mountain to poeeess all the Tarieiies of temperature, as 
well as of vegetation, to be met with from the equator 
to the poles. The palm-tree> the banana, the plan- 
tiuD, orange, and all kinds of intertropical fruits,, 
flourish on the low ground. Higher up, eatin-wood, 
ligDum-vitaa, and mahogany grow, with cinnamon and 
tamarinds; whibt, ascending farther, cloves are foutidi 
and, near the summit, myrtles and lichens. The upper 
part of the mountain is said to abound in wild peacocks. 
Gibe late Governor Beecroft made an ascent of it in 
1840, and bo intense was the cold at the peak, that two 
of his negro servants died on their return to Clarence. 
The thermometer was down to 40° Fahr. From this it 
may be presumed that an hospital could be erected here, 
in a poution to be above all the endemic influences of 
the country, as the fever miasma is never known to 
rise higher than 2000 feet above the lerel of its germi- 



Korth-West Bay is situated about thirty-five miles 
from Clarence in the direction which its name indicates. 
It has. also been called George's Bay, in honour of 
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George IV. At the time of its being viMted by Captain 
Kellyi in 1822, the king of the Moloko country was 
DomiDated King GieOFge. The AsBemba chief bears the 
name of Bioko, to whom the Moloko monarch is subor- 
dinate, and Bioko's town is the principal of three vil- 
lageS) of whi(^ the Assemba kingdom is composed. 

Between Clarence and North-West Bay, there ia 
nothing to attract one's attention, save a few rocks, 
some distance at eea, called the Boteler Bocks, and two 
small islets, styled Goat and Kid leUnds, which are 
oppo^te Moloko Point (Point Kelly), at the eastern 
end of the bay. From this to its western extremity, 
called in the native language, Jumpana Point, is a ^s- 
tance of six miles, within which is the very safe and 
secure bay, comparatively protected from the tornadoes 
which beset the other side of the island. Farther oo ia 
a point called Balibi, to which the title of Charles's Folly 
has been given in our English charts ; and, beyond this, 
is Bakaika Point, coming between it and Cape Badgely, 
the westernmost extremity of the island. The whole 
of North-West Bay is included between Point Kelly 
and Charles's Folly. 

The landscape visible from the roadstead here 
pFOseatB a greater variety than that seen from Clarence 
Cove. The North-Weet Peak rises at least 4000 
feet above the level of the sea, and from this to Bassa- 
poo, which is about twelve miles north and west of 
Clarence, there are slopes, and hills, and valleys, — very 
few level pl»ns, — but all clothed down to the water's 
edge with vegetation of many centuries' growth. 
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I should eaEily coincide with Lander's* opinion to 
the effect that George's Bay ia far healthier than 
Clarence, were there more cleared land between it and 
Cape Badgely. And if a town were erected on that 
lofty piece of ground, tilled by the natires for yam 
plantations, I feel confident it would be as healthy as 
any position in a tropical island, from the facts that it 
is above the fever level, as well as exposed to the wes- 
terly eea-breeze. Such of the soil as I saw near the 
shore is dark and loamy, not red, like that which 
borders the cliffs in the neighbourhood of Clarence. 
There are also streams here of equally pure water as 
those of the latter place. 

* TtarelB of Bichord Laudei ioto the Interior of AMca, p> 737. 
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CHAP. xin. 

Tbe Aborigines orFenumdo Fo. — Bcosons for Tejecdng their Name of 
" Boobees." — Matt eenun mode of a«Mitaiiimg the Ethnotogical 

' DiattnctioDB of Afticaa Baces. — Suppodtion of tbe Feraandiani' 
afflnitjlo the Okoos- — Dr. Thomsoa's name of Adeeyalu for them. 

— Lientenant-Coloiiel Smith's Error in identi^ng them irith tbe 
Gnanchea of Teoeriflk — Itema of Diaaimilsrit]'. — Notice of Benhdot^ 
" Hemoire «u lea Gnanchea." — Gatimated Fopvlatioii ttf the Idaad. 

— RwnliMities in Appearance of the Femandiani. — Heir modes rf 
decorating their Bodies. — Tbe "Tola "Pomatum. — Stjle of Dress. — 
Attraclireness of soft Sex. — Anna of Warfare. — BeaoQf of Lan- 
guage. — Varieties of Cnrrencj. — Stone Haiehets. — Launesa of the 
femandians. — Betiew of Feraaudiao Waniora. — ViBits to tbe 
Towns of Issapoo, Banapa, and Basdli. — Mode of maini&ctiiTing 

Palm Oil— Peculiarities of the Town-gates Tbe " Beo«a.''-<Attri- 

bates of the Skin of a "Bookaronko " (Serpent). — King Bowaowdi's 
Pahu^ — Ceremonial of Coronation. — Cansea of Deficiencj in Gal- 

lanti7 to a Femandian Queen Tbe SoIemniQf of Marriageo. — 

Pictnresque Mode of Fishing amongst theBace. — Tlieir own Account 
of their Origin. — Burial of the Dead. — Whale. — CalTing Seasoa 
at Fernando Pa 

The FemuidiaDa, who are the aboriginee of the 
island, do not seem to hare an affinity with any of the 
races of the continent.* The name " Boobeee " has 



* Dr. Baikie is nevertbelesa of opinion that Ibe F 
of the purest negro races to be met with on the coast He traces an 
analogf to the Corisco and Kabenda tribes of Ibe south coaet from 
similitade of language, but I catmot avoid deeming this tbeorj a fore- 
gone conclusion. 
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been given to them by Captain Kelly wben lie landed at 
North-West or George's Bay, in 1822, at the place now 
styled in the cbait« Kelly's Point. " A boobee," in thwr 
language, signifies " a man." 

They are called " Adeeyahs " by Dr. Thomson, who 
was one of the medical officers of the Niger expedition 
of 1841 ; but, as this word in their language eigni- 
fiea a " town," I deem a generic name from their 
native place to be more correct than either appellation. 

The most certain mode of ascertaining the ethnolo- 
gical distinction of African races is the peculiar shape of 
the cicatrix with which nearly all are marked in the 
face. A few of the Fernandians are not marked at all. 
Some have transreree incisions across the forehead, 
cheeks, nose, and chin ; giving to the countenance a very 
horrible appearance. Others have semicircular cicatrices 
from the forehead to the cheeks, with the convex ^de 
diverging towards the ear. And this last is supposed 
by some persons to afford ihe only clue to their origin 
that has yet been ascertained. The Okoo negroes, who 
are natives of a district in the Yoruba country, interior 
to Lagos, bear exactly similar marks. Hence it is 
not at all improbable that these Fernandians may be 
of a mixed race between the Okoos and the Portuguese, 
who visited Lagos some hundred of years ago, and 
who were the original discoverers as well as the first 
colonisers of Fernando Fo. 

Lieut.-Colonel Smith, in his " Natural History of the 
Human Species," has given portraits of a Fernando Po 
Chiefi who bore the English name of Cut-Throat> and of 
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a Femandian voman, neither of whom bear the sligfateBt 
resemblance in colour, or form of feature, to any I have 
ever eeen in the island. These faces are more Cauca- 
sian in outline, more blanched, and poesese an expression 
of greater suavity and of higher intelligence than I have 
at any time observed in a specimen of the hundreds of 
countenances that have been before me. He states 
them to have been from drawings of the late Capt. 
Fillmore, B.N., and that they are of the Quanche 
race. 

Ad interesting description of the latter race, who 
constituted tie original inhabitants of Teneriffe, is pub- 
lished in the " M^moires de la So(n€t€ Ethnologique," 
at Paris (1841), in a paper by Sabin Berthelot, entitled 
" M^moire sur les Guanches," and in which he makes 
extracts from a previous account cont^ncd in a very 
curious document from the Magliabecchi Library at 
Florence, published in 1827 by M. L Ciampi. 

The manners, customs, and superatitions of these 
people may be similar, yet not more so than in the 
analogy which we find in all uncivilised and anchristian- 
ised tribes. But the tall stature, the tawny colour, the 
indubitable evidence of their being descendants of 
a white race, whether Phenicians or Carthaginiana, 
from their hair being long and not crbp, as well aa the 
rare beauty of their women, can find no parallel in the 
inhabitants of the present day at Fernando Po. The 
Guanches of Tenerifie may, no doubt, have greased 
their bodies with goat's fat, sbuoed with vegetable 
dyes ; fed on corn uukneaded ; aud used the same 
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weapons of warfare, a long javelin with a barbed spear 
at the end, as tbe Femandians of our time do. The 
description given of the former by Don Antonio 
de Yiana, in his work " Antiquedas de las islas Afortu- 
nados," pohliehed in Seville, in 1604, paints them in the 
following characteristics : — " Les Guanchea ^taient 
des gens vertueux, honnetes et braves; en eux se trou- 
vaient r^unies les plus belles qualit^si magnanimity, 
adresse et courage, formes athl^tiques, force d'&me et 
de corps, fiert4 de caract^re, noblesse de maiatien, 
physionomie riante, esprit intelligent et d£vouement 
patriotique," -^ qualities not one of which is possessed 
by our Femandians, and which I fancy to be very 
redolent of poetic imagining, when applied to the abori- 
ginee of any African islands. 

I have beard the population of the island estimated 
at 30,000 ; but, judging from the towns I have visited, I 
cannot conceive that this is correct, more especially as I 
am not aware of the existence of any mode which can 
be depended on of obtaining a correct census here more 
than in another part of Africa. 

The bodies of the Femandians, in a natural condition, 
are as black as those of other negroes, the only essential 
difference observable in their physique being that, in 
many, the hair falls down to the nape of the neck 
in spiral curls. These are generally smeared over with 
a pomatum made of a red-dyeing herb, which they call 
" Tola," and which is mixed with palm oil and ashes ta 
its fabrication. Occasionally ochre earth is added to it, 
which gives the curls the appearance of having lumps of 
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red lead attached to the ends. Some of the higher 
class paint their faces with red, yellow, white, and 
brown dyes alternately in patches under the eyes and 
on the cheeks. Many of the men have long beards, 
pendent from their chine ; others have muetachios ; but 
whiskers are seen on very few. Their dress — of those 
who do dress— consists of a hat) often only a mere 
plate, but sometimes approaching the conical, which ia 
fastened to the head by a skewer passed through the hair 
from one side to the other. In some cases a bunch of 
parrot's red feathers is stuck in the hat, which is 
frequently covered by a monkey's skin. Their only 
trowsere consiEt of girdles, five or six inches in width, 
worn on their legs and arms, aod called " Ipa&" These 
are made from small pieces of the Achatina shell strong 
t<^ther, or from white beads. Circlets of another 
shell, which conchologists entitle the Architect onica, and 
each of which is about the size of half a crown, 
are worn across the forehead ; a monkey-skin bangs 
down in front of the body ; and that is all, save with the 
gentlemen and chiefs. 

This class is further adorned with green leaves at dif- 
ferent points of the body ; pouches of a semilunar 
shape, containing goats' fat, suspended from the 
shoulders over the waist, and enormous strings of 
beads. 

Large strings of beads are the predominant ornament 
with the females, who are as attractive as incisions in 
the face, an indescribable amount of Tola pomatum, 
and an inexpressible odour can make them. 
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Their anna of warfare are repreeented only by a spear 
with many indentations in it, that would give a very 
dig^reeable wound. Its blade is from six to eight inches 
long; generally qnadrilateral, and the handle is from 
six to eight feet. Bat their intestine wars — the only 
broils they can indulge in — are very rare ; and when 
they do occur, neither age nor sex is spared. 

Of the Fernandian language, ISfr. Clarke, a Baptist, 
missionary, who has compiled a vocabulary, declares 
there are five diifereut speciea in the island, and a great 
number of dialects. This I am not enough of a linguist, 
or do not possess sufficient experience, to decide ; but 
such parts of the tongue spoken by those I have heard 
seem to me very peculiar, " Oipudo Abiaso ? " is their 
"How do you do, sir?" and the reply is " Apotto," 
meaning, " Thank you, stranger," leaving you to under- 
stand that " very well " is intended to be prefixed to the 
response. The expression, " Ko Hodi oowe lobn lobu," 
" I love you very much," has a very spluttering har- 
mony in it) conveying, I should imagine, to a dear one's 
ears, sounds very different from the love-making lan- 
guage of Racine and Moli^re. 

Their currency is represented by small pieces of the 
Achatina diminished to the size of a silver three half- 
penny coin or a medium-sized bead. Some of them are 
much smaller, and most are suspended on strings by 
means of holes which are driven through them. Twelve 
strings of the former, about a finger's length each, 
are valued at 6d. ; and 100 strings may be purchased 
for a dollar. This halfpenny currency is their only 
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one in the domestic markets. These they entitle 
" Tahibbn." All varieties of ttiB money are worn round 
the body, and the Urge ones from the Arcbitectonica 
are entitled " Tahoko." The mint for tbe maDufactnre 
of this coin is at a place called Ballilipa, near Melville 
Bay, at the south end of the island. 

I have been informed that, at a locality named 
Bassi^atoo, near Ballilipa, there are stone hatchets 
in the keeping of one of the kings. This fashion of 
instrument was ased for splitting wood and separate 
ing bunches of palm-nuts from the trees, before they 
became acquainted with iron. The knowledge of this 
met^ was first communicated to them through tb^ 
excbanging vegetables and stock for iron hoops, in 
the early visits of European traders to their island. 
Now, however, they have arrived at the civilisation of 
Birmingham axes, cutlasses, and matcheta, which are 
procured by the exchange barter of yams and palm oil. 

Since they have b^un to manufacture palm oil, 
which is sold in blighs, or wicker pots, containing from 
one to ten gallons (entitled " Bectapae " ), they exchange 
this commodity for British merchandise. Save the 
manufacture of about 300 tons of palm oil in the year, 
on an island which could produce doable that number 
of thousands, and the growth of a few millions of yams, 
their country, though teeming with indigenous produc- 
tions of nature to its very summit, is as unproductive 
as the Sahara. I believe them to be the laziest and 
idlest race in creation. No offer of any premium will 
make them clear their ground or cultivate it ; and were 
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the yams or plaDtaina to grow Bpontaneoualy, I thiok 
they would be content with Bheda of huta in the 
branches, and bite the iraitB off the trees, without the 
trouble of plucking or cooking it. 

During my firat month'a atay here as a resident, 
three or four hundred Fernandiaua came down hom 
the Tillage of Banapa, and had a military review in 
the square beside my office. They were all armed 
with their peculiarly shaped apeara, and many carried 
enormous cow-hide shields, sufficiently large to pro- 
tect the whole body from their javelins, — a very dis- 
agreeable weapon to look at, much more, I should aay, 
to feeL The huge hats, many of them surmounted 
by scarlet feathers, — the tan curia with the red lead 
beads at the end, — the "Tshoko" shells round the 
forehead, — the bladder pouches entitled "Bahaba," 
and filled variously with fat of cows, snakes, or goats, 
indicative of the wealth of the wearer, — the monkeya' 
tiuls dangling about them, — and the differences of 
colours painted on their faces, red, dirty white, blue, 
and yellow, gave them a t(nit entembU of the most 
grotesque nature. Their filing off in groups, and 
marching to attack an imaginary enemy, had some- 
thing really graceful in it; and it would he impoaeible 
for me to convey an idea of the thrill which the muaic 
of thwr voices sent through me, — their war chanting 
was ao aolemnly profound, and yet so wildly har- 
monious. A group of women and children accompanied 
them, and sat at one side of the square, whilst the 
warriors were going through their evolutions. 
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Yet witb all tbw saTageness of aspect, there is 
an iDQate nobility in some of their numoere. I re- 
member once seeing a Femandian chief riung from a 
group who had watched a man being fiogged by the 
julor for having beaten a Fernandiaa woman, and 
appealing forthwith to Governor Lynslager as earnestly 
for the cessation of the puniBbment as if it were for hi* 
own SOD. 

Having long meditated a viat to a Femandian town, 
I started one morning at 6 A.M. from Clarence, accom- 
panied by an interpreter and two of my Krumen 
servants, to reach laaapoo. The road led through * 
country so prolific in palm-trees, that the pathway as 
we went along was literally paved with the kernels 
of the nuts, whose outside pulpy rind had either 
rotted off or been devoured by the monkeys. !niree 
rivulets of fresh water flowing down from the moantun 
were passed at intervals of about a mile from each other, 
and the rich soil was utterly unproductive of any usefal 
vegetation save the palm-trees. The renuunder of the 
thick bush along the way consisted chiefly of red wood, 
para»tio plants, and ferns tenanted by birds, botterflies, 
and ants. As we neared the vilh^e, we passed a palm- 
oil manufactory, where the women were at work ex- 
tracting the oil from the rind in the primitive manner 
ia which it is done on most parts of the coast The nuis 
are plucked from the cones on which they grow, and 
then placed in a heap covered with palm leaves till they 
are verging on putrefaction. They are then pounded 
in a mortar-shaped hole made in the ground, and paved 
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at the bottom with stones. The pounding operation is 
BometinieB effected with a large etone, frequently with a 
wooden peetle. When this is finished, the inner kernels 
are taken out and thrown away. The macerated pulp 
is placed in a country pot to simmer over the fire, after 
which the oil is pressed out of it by no more potent 
agency than the women's hands. Thus a large quantity 
of oil from the outer rind of the nut, as well as the 
whole contuned in the kernels, is completely lost by 
inefficient manipulation. 

Entering Issapoo by either of two arched gateways, 
divided from one another by a single bamboo stick, . 
my interpreter pointed out to me a number of large 
Achatina shells that were at the threshold, in each of 
which was perforated a hole, and through the hole was 
passed a stem of palm-tree. These he expliuned to me 
were placed there to keep the devil out, when he is 
prowling in the neighbourhood. His Satanic Majesty 
must be supposed to be very tender-footed, for the in- 
habitants believe that as soon as he touches one of 
these shells, with hia toe or with his hoof (?), aa the case 
may be, he turns back I Not being palpably in our 
company at the time, this mystic chevaux-de-frise did 
not keep me from going in. No clearing of ground is 
inside the gate (for the yam and plantain farms are all 
at a short distance), save a square entitled the " Reossa," 
and the places on which the houses are stuck. 

The " Reossa " is an open space, used as a kind of 
forum for holding legislative assemblies, and for dis- 
cussing palavers, as the Egbo House is in Old Calabar. 
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This, however, is open, and exposed to BunehiDe, rain, 
and torpadoes, is often used as a market-pUce, and is 
eometimes allowed aa a play-ground for children. Near 
its centre is a group of shrubs, with about half a dozen 
rough stones underneath them — no doubt seats for the 
senators,— and from a branch of the tallest tree in this 
hunch there is suspended the skin of a species of ser- 
pent, entitled " Soukarouko," with its head appeimost. 
The tail reaches to within a yard and a half of tibe 
ground ; and the placing of a snake's skiu here is an 
annual ceremony. Aa soon aa the ceremonials con- 
nected with the operation are completed, all children 
born during the past year are carried out, and their 
hands made to touch the tail of the snake's skin. This 
species of snake, styled by the Portuguese residents of 
the island Jack Maranta, is believed to be their 
guardian deity — to possess the power of good or evil 
towards them, — to be able to confer riches, or inflict 
sickness, even to cause death — therefore needing to be 
propitiated. 

" Bowaowdi " is the euphonious name of the present 
chief of Issapoo. The monarchy here, as in all 
Fernandian towns, is hereditary, not from &ther to 
son, but from uncle to nephew. Hie palace was 
certainly a moat extraordinary place for human resi- 
dence. Yet on my getting inside, hie 6rst exhibition 
to me was, as the interpreter explained it, hia throne 
and crown ; the former consisting of a filthy stool, that 
looked old enough and dirty enough to have been 
handed down in his family for eeveral scores of gene- 
rations, — and the latter, an equally filthy old hat of 
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bamboo-leaf, with a monkey tail pendent from it. 
Ineiiie the house, the light came in through dozens of 
crevices in the walls as well as the roof. The walls 
consist only of lap-boards placed side by side, reaching 
from the ground to the roof, all of which are movable, 
80 that the inmate has only to shift one or two at any 
side, and he lets himself ia or out as he pleases. Across 
the house inside are placed a number of poles, on which 
are suspended hats, skins, msty guns, cloth, and cala- 
bashes; but no windows, stools, beds, or tables, save 
the old throne ; and a tax-gatherer would find a great 
Bcarcity of available chattels in the place. 

The coronation of a king is a ceremonial that I have 
not yet bad the pleasure of witnessing ; but it has been 
reported to me as one possessing interesting features. 
It is so bound up with their notions of a spirit or devil, 
that I deem it necessary to explain the peculiarity of 
their belief on this latter point. 

" Maaon " is the title given to the devil, and the 
Botakimaaon (his high priest) is supposed to have in- 
fluence with him through communication with the cobra- 
capella, the " Roukarouko." Their &ith in Grod, to 
whom the name of "Kupe " is given, is a loftier aspira- 
tion than that of the devil ; but they believe that the 
Deity's &vour can be only obtained by intercession 
through the " Botakimaaon " with his master. 

At the ceremony of coronation, the Botakimaaon 
steps into a deep hole, and pretends to hold conversation 
with one of the Boukaroukos at the bottom ; the candi- 
date for regal honours standing alongside, and all his 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



199 IHPBESSlONS OF W&STEBK AFBICA. 

BobjectA, in futuTo, being about. Thie conference ia, I 
believe, carried on \yj means of Tcntriloquiam, — a facultj 
witb which man^ of the Femandians are reported to me 
to be endowed. The Botakimaaon tlien delivers to the 
king the message from the Roukarouko for his guidance 
in bia bigh station, shakes over him a quantity of yellow 
powder, entitled " Taheobo," which is obtained by col- 
lecting a creamy coat that is found on the waters at the 
mouths of some email rivers, erapomtbg the water, and 
forming a chalky mass of the residue. From the 
lightnesa aa well aa friability of this article, I believe it 
to be of a vegetable nature. 

He has then placed upon hia head the hat worn by . 
lus Jather, and the crowning is accomplished. Afler be- 
coming a king, his majesty is forbidden to eat cocco 
(Arum acaule), deer, or porcupine, which are the 
ordinary condiments of the people ; and the ceremonial 
ia concluded by the latter having some of the yellow 
powder rubbed over their foreheads by the Botaldmaaon, 
with instructions to use the same material in a like 
manner every morning for seven days. 

The man holding the aame position here as the 
Filatah Craladimo is named, ex officio, the " Boakitahi," 
and be ia field-marshal, prime minister, the king's bead 
adviser, market^marahal, as well ae everything from a 
secretary of state down to a bellman, 

lasapoo contains a population of about 2000, and 
can tura out more than 250 armed men. 

My visits to Banapn and Bassili had nothing ia 
them worth recording, save that the same road leads. 
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to both. ThiB; after passing the first river, more de- 
ddedly ascends, for Bassili is the highest town on the 
Clarence side of Fernando Fo. About a mile outside 
Clarence was pointed out to me a pathway leading to 
'where the town of Bassili formerly stood, and near 
which General Sir Edward Nichols, K.C.B., had a 
mountiun residence when he was British Governor 
of the island, in 1830-32. The road along was similar 
in all its characteristics, the " K«oesa8 " alike in the 
towns, — and bis majesty Boibieg gave me the honour 
of an interview outside his bouse, seated on bis throne, 
whilst his queen Sal€e squatted on the ground beside 
him. I must confess I was so little impressed with her 
queenly lur, that I did not even think of oflTering her a 
camp stool, which one of toy boys had earned, and on 
which I was seated, for so fearfully was she bedaubed 
with the Tola pomatum, that I dreaded to try and 
ima^ne where the unction found its limit. 

Perhaps it may be a small compensation for my defi- 
ciency in gallantry to her majesty Sal^, to give here 
an account of the mode in which happy purs are joined 
for life. 

The marriage ceremony — and polygamy prevails 
amongst them according to their means of supporting 
wives — is performed by an old woman. The marrit^ea 
take place in the evening. The couple about to be 
united catch hands, and the priestess gives them advice 
separately, to the tnaa directing him not to n^lect this 
wife even if he have many more, and to the woman« 
enjtnniiig her not to omit her duty of tilling her 
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huBbscd'B farm, and making palm oil, as well as being 
faithfal to him. When this exhortation u finialieil the 
spectators all cry out " Eeo ! " which is synonymODS 
with our " Amen." The bride and brid^i;room walk 
through the town followed by several persona playing 
what are called " Leebos," or wooden beUs, and accom- 
panied by the " Nepi," or head ^nger, whose chanting is 
very solemn, bearing with it something akin to a proda- 
mation of the ceremony juat completed, and which is 
carried on with a solemnity as impressive on them in 
their savage state, as a like ceremonial would be to 
Christian spectators, with the usual accompaniments, in 
St Paul's Cathedral 

The bride is dressed from head to foot with strings 
of " Tshibbu " already described, and wears a broad- 
brimmed hat trimmed with feathers, sometimes pea- 
cocks', the wild species of which bird is said to abound 
up the mountun ; the hat is fastened to her hair with a 
wooden pin run through from side to side. After the 
wedding procession has terminated, there are feasting 
and drinking baov (palm wine), and dancing to a late 
bonr. 

The atmosphere about a quarter of a mile higher up 
than the town was deliciously cool ; but the natives hare 
no residence above this. I cannot estimate its height of 
Burface over Clarence ; but I could see the governor's 
house, the residence of Messrs Horsfall's agent, and my 
own abode from it, — guessing them to be about a 
mile beneath my level, though nearly six miles distant. 

The Femandians who reside^ in the many small 
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villages aloDg the coast, all of which hare names is 
their language that it would nearly break my pen to 
write, are called Fishmen, and their places of abode Fish- 
towns. Fernando Fo bays contain immense quantities 
of all kinds of fish, and the native style of catching 
them with rod and line is very picturesque. Three 
or four canoes are paddled round a circle of about a 100 
yards in circumference. Into the centre of this drcle a 
number of small fish are thrown as an alluring bait, the 
paddlers on the outside of the canoes splash the water 
up as they propel, and on the inner side of each canoe, 
three or four men with rods, lines, and faoc^s, having 
8ome species of nibble affixed, try to attract the fish 
to take their barbed treat. Besides this they fabricate 
ueves out of thread made from the fibres of trees, and 
catch turtle on the southern and eastern parts of the 
island. They also coUect in wicker baskets any 
amount of small fieh like minnows, which they call 
" Soke," and which, dressed with palm oil and pepper, 
afford a treat such as the white-bait epicurists of 
Blackwall or Greenwich could not imagine. 

" Apotto " is the title which the Fernandians give 
to the Europeans and colonisers of Clarence, and which 
in their language signifies a stranger, or one speaking a 
foreign tongue. 

A Fernandiao's account of the origia of his people 
is, that they came out of the mountain's top. Knowing 
that the summit of the peak was once a volcano, this 
idea at first amused me very much ; and I endeayoured 
to ascertain if they had any notion of a primitive 
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creation, but found it impossible to convey to their sense 
of understanding, even through an interpreter, a per- 
ception of what I vaa aiming at. 

When any of the race dies, the members of hta 
family emigrate to another town, after burying the body 
in an upright position, one half of it being left above 
the ground. The graves are dug by the females, the 
ground being rooted with a piece of stick; and no cere- 
monials are connected with a death, as amongst other 
savage tribes, save that in cases where life is despaired 
of, as of prolonged ulcerations in the leg, a small hut is 
erected, within which the patient is placed, and a 
cooked yam or plantain with a little water daOy 
left outside for hia sustenance, till death puts an end 
to his sufferings. Yams and plantains constitute the 
only food of the common people, save now and then 
the luxury of a little palm oil. 

In the months of July, August, and September, 
numbers of large whales may be seen sporting in the 
bays around Fernando Po. They are supposed to 
come here for the purpose of calving. Attempts to 
capture them by American whalers have proved that 
the sharks are able to appropriate their blubber before 
it could be secured, and so the porauit is not followed 
up. 
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Fiince'i IsUnd. -— Its' Poclion. — Agalhu or West Bay. — Approftch Id 
the Capital, Forto San Antonio. — PreliminariM to entering the Town. 

— FoTtagueie Soldiers at the Castom-hoiiM. — Chttpek of Porto 8ui 
Antonio. — "Deterted Tillage" Appearaace of the Town — Governor 
Ozorio. — Dr. Nnnez'i Opinion of the sanitarj Character of the Island. 

— Natnral Prodncts of Prince't — The Vojage hoioB. — Difference 
of Seniations from those entertained on going ont — first Sight of 
the Polar Star. — The Azores or Western Islands. — Their rolcauic 
Nature. — The deceptive Appearance of African BiTers, as to the 
Origin of Malaria. — Frottetot Daniel's Theory of its Generation. — 
Enmneration and Specification of Objections to it. — Analfsis of Pro- 
fessor Domas.— Opinirau of Surgeon Peters, Drs. Johnson, Ferguson, 
Watson, Madden, U'William, and others. 

About one hundred and forty miles to the S.W, of 
Fernando Po is Prince's Island, which, discovered hy 
a Portuguese navigator at nearly the same time as Fer- 
nando Po, is stiU in poeseesion of the Crown of Portugal. 
The point of land nearest to it on the African continent 
is Cape St. John, ahout a hundred and five miles to the 
eastward ; and perhaps this may have heen a reason for 
its act being introduced into the Madrid treaty of 1778. 
It is situated in lat. 1° 25' N., long. 7° 20' E., and was 
styled nho da Frincipo, after a prince of the blood 
royal of Portugal, who existed at the time of its disco- 
very — whether by Santarem or Eaoobat" is of littie 

* Joan de Santarem Mid Pedro Escobar, with Fernando Po aad 
Bartolome Diaz, were the chief geographical esplorera of the FoTtugneae 
nation in AMca towards the end of the fifteenth eenturj. 
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consequence to its present rulers and its present in- 
habitants. 

Nearing the north-western pnrt of the island, we 
could observe the trees growing down to the veiy water's 
edge where no beach eziBted. The isolated rock, the 
" Dutchman's Cap," forms a prominent object of at- 
tention ; and with it two lai^e mounds of stone, one 
perfectly circular and cylindrical, resembling an enor- 
mous cauldron, such as is seen in a soap manufactory 
or in gas-works at home, the other the rock called 
" Parrot's Bill," both clothed with verdure to their veiy 
summits. 

To the westward at Agulhas, or West Bay, is a little 
town inhabited by Portuguese negroes, and conmting 
of about a dozen houses, overtopped by a larger one 
occupied by the superintendent of the place, and from 
whose balcony the colonial fli^ of Portugal floats when 
vessels approach. From this you can steer round by 
Church Bay, the point of Mu-Marta, and past the small 
islet of Bombon, to the harbour of San Antonio, the 
capital. 

It is situated on the N. E. side of the island. Ton 
enter, passing by the dilapidated fort of Sta. Anna, with 
the church of Sta. Anna on the top of the hill, at the 
northern side of the bay, and the Fort da Point da 
Mina on the opposite shore, in an equally helpless con- 
dition. White houses on the beach, white houses on 
hillocks higher up, white houses on the brow tops, over 
all, presented a very pleasing scene. Our gig was bat 
half-way in when we were met and stopped by two 
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Portuguese officials in a boat, having the colonial ensign 
at the fiag-ataff. This waa to demand our papers for 
the custom-house oflScers, to ask an account of our in- 
tentions in visiting the iaUnd, the amount of our cargo, 
and its species, the number of our crew and passengers. 
These preliminaries being settled, and one of the officials 
having remained on board to prevent illegal intercourse 
with the shore, we f^un proceeded towards the beach, 
and landed at a jetty opposite the house of Monaignor 
Camero, one of the moat extensive merchants in San 
Antonio, and from whose verandah a number of slaves 
gazed down upon us as we passed. Bis house and that 
of Madame Ferreira, for extent and durability, resemble 
those I have seen at Cape Coast. 

Over a small river which falls into the sea here is 
erected a neat Httle bridge, across which I had to pass 
to get into the town, first by the custom-house, outside 
of which were a few individuals in Portuguese military 
costumes, whom I took at a glance for boys training 
for a pantomime, marching indolently backwards and 
forwards. From this I proceeded into a wide space, 
where three chapels confronted me, into one of which I 
walked. Its neatness and absence from the tawdriness 
recognisable in the chapels of Madeira surprised me 
very much, and the more so, as every house and street 
around seemed receptacles for filth and decay. There 
were about a score of people in the building, whose de- 
votion did not seem to me to be very great — perhaps 
because the heat of the day waa sufficiently oppres- 
sive. I learned that there are six such chapels in the 
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towD, and as maoy more at difFereot poets over the 
iGland. 

From this, about the dietaDce of a fetr handred yards, 
to the governor's house — to whom we felt in duty 
bound to pay our respects — the place has all the ap- 
pearance of a deserted village ; houses untenanted, 
some roofless, some windowless, more with broken 
walls. Even those which are inhabited, and are roofed 
with draining tiles, placed in alternate rows of the con- 
vex and concave surfaces uppermost, have a chilly filthy 
air of poverty about them, that makes them seem only 
fit tenements for reptiles and crawling things. No 
shops, no business, no ugns of life or energy amongst 
the population. But I am wrong ! There is a shop or 
two I Here, for instance, is one little gloomy cell — 
for trafiSc, I suppose — hard-by the governor's bouse, but 
with such a contracted entrance that I am sure a ray 
of blessed sunshine never crosses its doorway to dazzle 
the moths and spiders in their damp retreats. If I had 
a portable gas lamp, or one of Drummond's lights, I 
might make out what is in the shop, if the individual 
standing inade the door, who appears an embodiment 
from the " Mysteries of Udolpho," or the " Castle of 
Otranto," would allow me. Not furnished with either 
of these, and unwilling to test the spirituality of the 
ghoule-faced man, I plod on to the governor's, and find 
another chapel before me. The governor and his secre- 
tary were at home, and received us very graciously. 

Onr progress was no further than the governor's 
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houBe, for the Btreets bad all the same blue-mouldy 
appearance ; and after scrambling down the governor'B 
crazy etaircase, gazing for a fev minutes on the peak 
that rises inland, with a dell betweea it and the hill 
behind the town — a place for jollity amongst the Ha- 
madryads — I turned backwards to Madame Ferreira's 
maneioD, to which we had been invited to dinner, and 
which is nearest to the sea of any house m Porto San 
Antonio. 

Prince's Island is about seven leagues in circum- 
ference, and contains a population of from four to five 
thousand ; whereof San Antonio, the only town, con- 
tains more than two thousand. And the population ia 
evidently diminiahing, as the number of deserted houses 
can testify. I cannot agree with Dr. Daniell in his 
opinion that "Prince's Island has acquired a better 
sanitary reputation than can be justly ascribed to it," 
for the experience of Dr. Nunez, the colonial surgeon, 
during a four years' residence, is more to be relied 
upon than the observations of any one who hoB paid 
only a flying visit to the locality. From a few hours' 
conversation with this gentleman, carried on in French, 
as he could not speak the Euglish language, I believe 
him to be conscientious and intelligent. The topo- 
graphical features of the island go also to corroborate 
his opinion of its salubrity as reported to me ; for there 
is not a square inch of swampy land upon its whole 
surface. Intermittent fevers of the dmly and tertian 
type are the only forms of the disease known here; 
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remittent, yellow, or typhoid never haTing occurred in 
his experience. The iatennittentB, too, are of ihs 
mildeet form in their attacks. Dysenterj sometimes 
prevails amongst the a^ro population. There are two 
wet seasons here, as up the African rivers ; and during 
these periods the inhabitants suffer very much from pul- 
monary disease. A large quantity of palm-trees is 
found over the island ; but the oil is manufactured only 
for domestic use, not for exportation. The other pro- 
ducts are cotton, coffee, cocoa, cassava, yams, and all 
kinds of intertropical produce. 

With these, geese, turkeys, ducks, and fowls abound ; 
and there may be seen, wandering about the streets, 
many descendants of that ancient family of pigs, recorded 
by Carleton as being extinct in Ireland, "with sharp 
backs and long noses, that were used throaghout the 
country in the hunting season, when dogs were scarce." 

Stretching away from the Point da Pnua Sulgada, 
which is outside the Point da Mina, the site of one of 
the old forts, the lights of a number of fishing-boats 
gave quite a glowing appearance to the sea at night — 
now fading into dim sparks, now bursting out into a 
vivid corniscation, as if from an electro-light ; I watched 
their movements (as the boats were not stationary) for 
more than an hour af^er dark on our poop. 

Kone bat those who have battled through the di»- 
Bgreeables of life on board a ship, — more especially 
one of the trading genus out here, — can at all appre- 
ciate or understand the new pleasure that is infused 
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ioto the mind, on turning one's back to Africa for a 
homeward return, after a prolonged absence from Eng- 
lanci. The earliest pleasure which I enjoyed on my firat 
ascent up the OH Kalabar river was to gaze on the 
palisading of bright green mangroves on either eide of 
that noble stream,— which, after a three months' mono- 
tonous voyage at sea, seemed so regular in their out- 
line, BO refreshing to look at, that it can be consi- 
dered no wonder for a landsman like me to have felt a 
longing desire to rub my face against the leaves, to 
smell them, and to climb amongst them ! A few peli- 
cans musing on a patch of sandy beach, — paddlers in 
their canoes, ohanting merrily as they passed us by, — 
parrots flying over head, and chattering gaily, — the 
murmur of the insect world in the impenetrable bush, — 
the water flowing down so gently, — all these influences 
made me feel my former notions of the country re- 
moved as by the wave of an enchanter's wand. 

And taking a view from the deck of a ship in the Old 
Kalabar river, near its mouth, with all these associations 
I have enumerated, — with the peaks of Kameroons and 
Fernando Fo, — the Qua and Bumby range of moun- 
tains in view, that seem, to use the words of Captain 
Owen, " like the tombstones of a past earthquake," — no 
scene in the world can be so sublimely different from 
what is generally conceived of the features of an African 
landscape. I have no doubt that similar sensations 
are felt in like cases by many persons, whose sense of 
s'Ight is BO long strained to pierce beyond the horizon's 
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boandary, by the first view of living verdure on a' 
foreign shore. 

Sailing ships on their homeward voyage go mucli to 
the westward of the course taken by steamers, and oat of 
eight of land ; bat the student of nature can find much 
to wonder at and admire in the vast meadows of Fucut 
natam, or gulf'-weed, that adorn the Saragossa Sea; 
in the droves of porpoises that come tnmUing past the 
stem or stern of the ship, as if they were running away 
from angry creditors, or bound on a voy^e of discovery 
to the other end of the world; in the numbers of 
Medusas, of the Portuguese men-of-war or ^rdle of 
Venus species ; in coming again to the region of fiying 
fish, benitoes, and albicores, with the exdting change 
of an occasional cry of " sail ahoy I " or the still more 
agreeable one of now and then speaking a ship outward 
bouod, which always bears with it an odour of home 
and home's comforts. 

Many a night have I spent, on my first passage out, 
as well as on my return, in observing the profuse dis- 
play of the great Architect's handiwork in the many 
constellations that adorn the tropical skies ; but no 
inhabitant of a country at the other side of the equator, 
ever experienced more pleasure in beholding the 
Southern Croes than I did on the first night that the 
Polar Star beamed on our progress, when returning to 
England in a sailing vessel. " In the solitude of the 
eeas," writes Bnron von Humboldt, " we hail a star as 
a friend from whom we have long been separated ; " and 
I deeply felt the truth of his remark, as night after 
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sight made it appear more elevated, save when per- 
plexing calms and contrary winde stood in the way of 
our progress. 

As we neared the Azores or Western Islands, Faynl 
and Pico were sighted, and our ship stood in for Ter- 
ceira, as she was in want of repairs, which it was 
deemed expedient to oht^n hefore she attempted the ~ 
angry sea that lies between these islands and England. 

Angra, the capital of Terceira, is the residence of 
the governor, and the only town I had a glimpse of 
when passing, as fearful squalls prevented our getting 
into harbour. This group consists of nine : St. Mary's, 
St, Michael's, Terceira, Sf. George's, Graciosa, Fayal, 
Pico, Flores, and Corvo. They were discovered in the 
middle of the fifteenth century, about forty-three years 
before the discovery of America by Columbus. It is 
s^d that Joshua Yanderbei^ was, on a voyage from 
Bei^en to Lisbon, driven by stress of weather into one 
of the Azores. He is reputed to have been the first 
man who trod the soil, for they are of recent volcanic 
formation. They belong to the crown of Portugal. 

Xiooking into Angra between Mount Brazil and the 
Cabra islets, over as great an extent of country as was 
visible, white houses seem very thickly dotted outside 
the town, with here and there the towers of a convent, 
or spire of a church overtopping all. Fields divided by 
dykes or ditches showed a superior style of agriculture 
to what is practised in Africa; whilst peaks and fissures 
over the land pointed out the localities of former vol- 
canic convulsions. The town of Praya, which is to the 
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north and east of Angra, was destroyed hj one of these 
eruptions so iate as the year 1841.* 

A description of the Azores has been written by 
Captain Boidfof the Portuguese navy, in which he 
depicts them as so many gardens of Eden, but repre- 
sents their inhabitants, male and female — lay and sacer- 
dotal — as very low in the scale of morality. 

It is unnecessary to revert to any fects connected 
with my retnm home — on three saccesuve Toyages, 
and in each of them with renewed health — save those 
which are connected with the chief cause of this work 
appearing before the public — namely, to give the 
results of my experience as to (he most effectual means 
of removing the erroneous impressions that prevail 
with respect to Western Africa, and of setting forth 
my own ideas as to the future prospects of that 
country's commercial relations with Great Britain. 



Afbican Malabia. 

At the first view of an African river, the voyHger 
who has been a reader of Liebig may remember that 
he has written % : " The oxygen which is produced &om 

' For parlUulars, see an article in the "Nautical Magazine" for 
September, 1841, by Mr. Hunt, then Briiish consul at St Michael's. 

t A Description of the Azores, or Western Islands. Bj Cspt. Bdd, 
late of Uer Majesty's Naiy. LoDdOD, Charton, Halles-street, 1835. 

X Chemieliy and Physics in Relation to Physiology and pBtholo|>7, 
p. 68. 
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green vegetable substaDCea is an enemy and opponent 
of alt contitgion and miasma." In my earliest super- 
ficial glance, I was puzzled to understand how malaria 
could be generated where so great a quantity of oxy- 
gen must be constantly in process of development, 
amongst trees and shrubs of such perpetual verdure as 
ihoee which gird the embouchures into the sea of all 
the West- African rivers, 

Tet that malaria and fever are cause and effect in 
Western Africa, as they are all the world over, there 
can be no doubt to any person who has once penetrated 
that re^on. At certain seasons of the year, as soon as 
we come within the sphere of the germination of malaria, 
our olfactory nerves frequently make us sensible of its 
presence. Walking along pathways through the bush- 
wood, and far away from what we are apt to consider 
aa the indispensables of decomposition, we occasionally 
become conecious of a " steamy vapour," which flies up 
with an intensity sufficient to bring on an attack of 
ague (with persons predisposed to it) in the course of 
a fetv hours. Voyaging in a boat up the creeks that 
abound in thfe rivers of the Bight of Biafra, an odour of 
a more disagreeable flavour, but not so suddenly oppres- 
sive, often greets us. Endemic fever attacks a large 
proportion of the crews of nearly every ship sent out 
for the purpose of trading ; and the ultimate chances of 
recovery depend, perhaps, as much, if not more, on the 
diminution of the main exciting cause, by removal of 
the invalid from its influence, as on the idiosyncrasy of 
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the patient, or the efficiency of therapeutic meane for 
the removal of the disease. 

Whence, then, comes this malaria that has so long 
given a deadly name to these rivers and shores ? The 
late Professor Daniel thus answered : " It appears to 
me that there are only two sources to which it can, 
with any probability, be referred, namely, submarine 
volcanic action, in whioh case its evolution might be 
considered direct or primary ; and the reaction of the 
ve^tahle matter upon the saline contents of the water, 
in which caee it would be secondary. The probability 
of a volcanic origin is, I think, smull^ from the absence, 
I believe, of any other indications of vtdcanic action, 
and from the great extent of the coast along which it 
has been traced. What is known of the action of 
vegetable matter upon the sulphates, and the immense 
quantities of vegetable matter which must be brought 
by the rivers within the influence of the saline matter 
of the sea, renders, on the contrary, the second origin 
extremely probable. Decaying vegetable matter ab- 
stracts the oxygen from the sulphate of soda contained 
in sea-water, and a sulphuret of sodium is formed. 
This ^ain, acting upon the water, decomposes it, and 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas is one of the products of the 
decompositicm." 

This distinguished chemist therefore inferred that 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas, produced as thus explained, 
was the basis of malaria. Eight bottles of water taken 
up from different parts of the coast, were forwarded to 
him for analysis; and tn one specimen, that of water 
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taken from the Bay of Lopez, the gas amounted to tlie 
same proportion as it exists in the waters of Harrowgate 
— I believe sixteen cubic inches to a gallon. Yet, 
although it has been stated that this gas impregnates 
the seas and rivers along shore in enormous quantises, 
through an extent of more than 16° of latitude, as well 
as that the j^g-th part of sulphuretted hydn^en gits 
in the atmosphere acts as a direct poison upon small 
animals, I have objections to this theory, from a dis- 
trust of its correctness, for the following reasons: — 

Firstly. — Because the nnhealthiness of Western 
Africa is not confined to the coast, nor to the localities 
where sulphuretted hydr<^en gas can be generated by 
the action of decomposing vegetable matter on salt 
water; but seems — at least it has done so in expedi- 
tions previous to that of the "Pleiad" — to increase 
with the ascent of the rivers, and not to be absent from 
countries very distant from the eea-shore. In Mungo 
Park's second expedition, of 44 Europeans who accom- 
panied him from the Gambia, 39 died between Shrouda 
and Sansanding, several hundred miles from the man- 
grove swamps, through which they passed without loss. 
In Laird and Oldfield's Niger expedition of 1833, out 
of 40 Europeans 9 only returned — >jthe majority dying 
near Adamuggoo, more than 150 miles from the river's 
bar: and in the government expedition of 1841-42, 
there was a mortality of 48 out of 145^only 15 
escaping the river fever, which did not make its ap- 
peai-ance till the ships were at Iddah, above 200 miles 
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from the sea! The mortality increased as the^ as- 
cended to Egga, about 80 milee above the coofluence. 
Id Captain Tuckey'a expedition up the Congo in 1816, 
56 men died — the greatest number at the highest point 
of progress, 280 miles from the coast. Sulphuretted 
hydrogen gaa, begotten of mangrove and salt water, 
could have had nothing to do with these facts of mor- 
tality ; and the cause of them is undecided. 

Secondly. — If this theory of Professor Daniel'd were 
correct, malaria should be generated iu every part of 
the tropics where the elements for its manufacture 
exist. On the opposite coast of Brazil, and up the 
Amazon and Orinoco rivers, vegetation is as profuse 
and as luxuriant as in Western Africa, and yet malaria 
is not developed in like proportion. The Maranham 
river, on the northern coast of Brazil, iu lat. 4° S., 
long. 44° W., — only two degrees north of the deadly 
Congo, the scene of Captain Tuckey's Incklees expedi- 
tion, — rises from sixty to seventy feet in h^ht during 
the rainy season, extending from June to August. 
During the following three months it falls a like 
amount, leaving behind it a quantity of earthy detritus, 
decomposing vegetable matter, and so forth, on which 
the salt water must act, as the tide ascends to sixty 
miles from the river's mouth. "It is very strange," 
observes Dr. M'Cormack*, "that, according to writers 
in the ' Naval Medioal Statistics,' extensive districts in 
South America, abounding with the usual sources, so 
esteemed, of malaria, should yet display little or no 
■ Mcthodus Hcdendi, p. 39. 
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periodical disease, while regions in the same parallel in 
Africa, neither hotter, perhai)S, nor abounding with 
more exuberant vegetation, are proverbial for its fre- 
quency and severity." 

Thirdly, — Professor Daniel seems to have lost eight 
of the fact, that waters brought from African rivers, 
and requiring a few months for their conveyance, 
cannot be expected to possesB the same chemical pro- 
perties in a laboratory in London as in their parent 
streams in Western Africa. The laws of chemistry are 
so uncertain, that these waters must be constantly 
undergoing changes not cognisable to subsequent ana- 
lytical tests, if from no other, from meteorological 
causes. Professor Bischof, of Bonn, states, that 
" the sea-water in Africa will contain far less sul- 
phuretted hydrogen than that analysed by Professor 
Daniel ; " and that " this gas has for the most part 
been produced during the carriage of the waters to 
England." 

Fourthly. — Fevers occur at Elmina, Cape Coast, 
and Akra, although no mangrove swamps are there, 
OS marked in their characters as any that take place 
in the Bay of Lopez, where sulphuretted hydrogen gas 
id reported to be equal in quantity to that contained in 
the waters of Harrowgate. 

Fifthly. — Because my own experience does not 
justify my placing faith in Professor Daniel's experi- 
ments. When I was stationed in the Oid Kalabar 
river, on board the "Magistrate" in 1851, and on 
board the "Loodinah " in 1853, I tested the water of 
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that liver, taken ap at uz different localities, ten miles 
from each other, but not higher than Duketown, above 
which the mangrove grove, and whose locality is aboat 
forty-five miles from the bar, in lat. 4° 5T' Sff' N., 
long. 8° & ] 5" E. Now, as Baron von Humboldt says 
that " shU water is necessary for the growth of man- 
grove," there must have been in all these specimens 
the elements neceseary for the production of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas. Some of the water was tested 
At the time of taking it up, and some of it kept for a 
month afterwards before being submitted to analy^ 
It was preserved in a bottle with a ground^Inss 
stopper, ^in a bottle corked and sealed, — in a bottle 
corked alone, — and in an open jug. My reason for 
keeping it in a bottle with a ground^glass stopper was, 
because Dr. M'Williaoi, in bis roister of experiments 
upon the waters of the Niger, states that be bad 
discovered sulphuretted hydrogen gas therein ; but 
adds, that he could not tell whether the gas was gene- 
rated by the action of the tannin of the cork upon the 
water, or of the components of the vrater one upon an- 
other. My gpedmens were tested by solation of sulphate 
of copper, of acetate of lead, and of nitrate of silver, all 
made in distilled water ; yet in no instance was there 
evidence of sulphuretted hydrogen gas, — a milkiness 
in the water, produced by the nitrate of silver solution, 
and a bluish tinge by that of the sulphate of copper, 
being the only changes evident. 

The specific gravity of the water used in my analysis 
varied from 1019 to 1260, the temperature from 76° 
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to 80°, according to the eeasODS or the time of the day 
at which it was taken up. 

In thiB explanation of Professor Daniel's, I would 
also ask any disciple of his to observe how he makes 
this theory conflict with the opinions of the celebrated 
ProfesBcr Dumae.* 

" Wafted away by the wind, sulphuretted hydrogen 
soon meets with vegetable remains, in the humid pores of 
which it is again converted into sulphuric acid and sul- 
phates. The sea contains sulphates, and feeds niollusca, 
the secretions of which absorb the oxygen of the 
sulphates, and they are changed to sulphurets, from 
which bydro-Bulphuric acid ie constantly di^engnged." 

So that here are opnions of two eminent chemists, 
tending to opposite resnlts in their explanation. If 
Professor Dumas be correct, we know that this change 
is taking place every day where mollusca exist, as they 
do over all the intertropical ocean. Moreover, an 
ordinary knowledge of chemistry teaches us that Bnl> 
phur is constantly returned to the earth from the sea, 
through the atmosphere, thence the soil and to plants ; 
yet this process does not produce malaria elsewhere 
than on the western shores of Alrica. 

" I have applied the tests f which were sent to 
me," said Mr. J. Peters, assietant-eurgeon, of H. M. S. 
" Pluto," in his evidence before a parliamentary com- 
mittee on Western Africa, " to all the waters of the 

• In an opening leotore deliyered at tho Facaltj of Hedicine, Pans, 
Nov. 16th, 1846. 

t The tens similar to ihoie used hj PvofMSor Uanjel, 
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different rivers, and it is farcical in the extreme. There 
was nothing of the sort, or the leaat approach to it. 
The waters were no more sulphuretted than pure water 
would be from a well in England." This latter state- 
ment is a little hyperbolical ; for the waters of all the 
African rivers con tun mud and vegetable decom- 
ponents ; but there is no evidence from chemical analysis 
of the presence of sulphuretted hydn^n gas. 

In another paper of Professor Dumas *, on the same 
eubject, he writes: " We all know the deleterious effect 
of the disengc^ement of sulphuretted hydn^en gas in 
certain marshes, where it is caused by the decomposition 
of sulphate of lime. This salt acting on the organic mat- 
ters, which are found there, is converted into solphuret of 
calcium, which the carbonic acid in its turn decomposes 
into carbonate of lime and sulphuretted hydrogen. 
Its appearance is always indicative of great danger, 
especially if we find the locality of its manifestation 
to have been overflowed with water, and that whether 
we consider this gas to act by itself (tcAicA is Uatt pro- 
bable), or whether it be regarded at a mere vehicle of 
of organic miasmata." 

So that, after all this polyglot of scientific palaver, 
we arrive at the conclusion that the cnuse and origin 
of malaria are Btill in embryo as much as they were 
in the time of Lancisi, an Italian physician, who wrote 
a work on the noxious effluvia of marshes about the 
year 1692 — the first book known to have been penned 
on the subject of malaria. 

• Vide " Medical Timea," No, 380, Jan, 9th, 1847 p. 273, 
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FursuiDg the subject, however, a little further, the 
experimentB of Professor Daoiel do not coincide in 
their conclusione with the practical experience of Dr. 
William Fergusson, corroborated by Dr. Wataon in his 
"Principles and Practice of Physic." He says" that 
" vegetation is not necessary for the production of 
malaria, and that the peculiar poison may abound where 
there is no decaying vegetable matter, and no vege- 
table matter to decay." Dr. Watson, after giving 
some facts from a paper of Dr. FergussoD'a,—&s of the 
encampment of the British army at Roeendaal and 
Oosterhout in Holland, in 1794, where reuuttent 
and intermittent fever appeared among the troops, 
bivouacking on a dry sandy soil without any vegetation 
— of the army, after the battle of Talavera, retroating 
into the plains of Batremadura, where all the country 
and the streams were dry from want of water, and 
remittent fever of destructive malignity almost extir- 
pated our troops — of the river Tagus at Lisbon, di- 
viding the healthy town from the Alentejo, which, though 
flat and sandy, is most pestiferous, — thus continues t : 
" Now these fa.cU, and facta like these, aeem to prove 
that the malaria and the product of vegetiible decom- 
position are two different things. They are often in 
company with each other ; but they have no necessary 
connectioQ. For producing malaria, it appears to be 
requisite that there should be a surface capable of 
absorbing moisture, and that this surface should be 

• Dr. Watson'B Principles and PractLce of Physic, p. 733. 
t Op. ciL l>. T3S. 
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flooded and soaked with water, imd then dried; and 
the higher the temperature, and the quicker the drying 
proceaa, the more plentiful and the more Tirulent 
(more virulent probably because more plentiful) is the 
poison that is eToIved." 

Malaria is known to be absorbed by its passing over 
water as well as by its attraction to the foliage of lofty 
umbrageous trees. It is also stated to have no in- 
fluence 2000 feet above the sur&ce of its germination ; 
and one or the other causes acting so as to modify its 
influence on the human economy, no limit can be 
placed to the period of its development. Dr. Johnson 
writeS) " It often requires eighteen, twenty, or even 
thirty days to bring on fever." Dr. Jackson says, 
" It is not limited to two months." Dr. Bancroft 
allows it even nine or ten. I have known a person 
residing for fifteen mootlis on board a ship up the Old 
Ealabar river, never having had an hour's illness during 
hb stay there, yet three months after his return to 
Liverpool — his voyage home likewise occupying 
three months — he had two very severe attacks of inter- 
mittent. 

Dr. Johnson, in his "Influence of Tropical Climates 
oa European Constitutions," takes more trouble than 
appears to me to be necessary to contradict the ridi- 
culous idea, that " the stomach is the medium through 
which the matter of contagion acts, and, by analogy, 
that marsh miasmata take the same road." The mu- 
cous membrane of the stomach has its share, of course, 
in the general absorption ; but the Schneiderian (or 
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membrane liniDg the noae) and the pulmonary 
raucous membrane have much the larger part of the 
work. The quantity taken in by the stomach cannot 
affect the nervous system primarily aa it is done by 
the combination of its influence on the other functions 
just named. 

Out of a mass of medical testimony compressed into 
one of the Blue Books of the House of Commons by 
Dr. Madden, tind all relating to Western AJrica, the 
only spark of light that is thrown on the subject of 
malaria is the opinion given by Dr. Madden himself 
of the causes of mortality that occurred in the expe- 
ditions up the African rivers. " These perils are, in 
my opinion, occasioned by atmospherical conditions 
and circumstances connected with vegetation, and not 
by peculiarities in the waters of these countries. 
Whenever there Is a hot and humid atmosphere, and an 
uncultivated country with rich soil and rank rapid 
vegetation, the elements of African disease are to be 
found, and there also its perils avoided." 

It will be observed, that each of the authorities 
quoted is of a different opinion about the/on^ et origo 
malt in malaria. One attributes it to *' decomposing 
vegetable matter in its action on salt water; " another 
makes, as a sine qu& tion for its production, " a surface 
capable of absoibing moisture; this surface flooded and 
soaked with water and then dried; " and the third will 
allow it to be " dependent on atmospherical conditions 
and circumstances connected with vegetation." With 
Dr. Madden I am more inclined to agree than Tvith 
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the others, particularly in his firet eentence. Because, 
from the " Bteamj T&ponr," which is so ahandant in 
FemaDdo Fo, as well as through the countries up the 
rivers, I am induced to believe that the African 
malaria is an earthy emanation, caused by chemical 
changes that can only be produced from uncultivated 
land, or, in a lesser degree, from land undergoing the 
process of cultivation. All agricultural industry in 
Africa has proved that the cultivation of the soil is the 
most effectual way of doing away with the demon 
malaria ; and this likewise makes me believe it to be 
a virus peculiarly lui generii, for the reasons advanced 
in my second objection to Professor Daniel's theory, 
did no others exist. In writing this, I am aware that 
I advocate an opinion contrary to some of my medi- 
cal brethem, for whom I entertain a profound respect ; 
but my conviction on this subject is furtlier corrobo- 
rated by the following extract from Capt^n Trotter's, 
report of the expedition of 1841-42; "The sickness 
of tlie coloured men on this occasion, shows, in some 
measure, that the constitution of the negro, whether of 
African or American birth, requires an habitual red- 
dence in Africa to be entirely exempt from the fever 
of the country. This is found to be the case in Liberia 
with the emigrants from North America; they all, 
with few exceptions, have fever on their first arrival, 
and many die ; but those that recover are siud to stand 
the climate afterwards."* If it can be proved to me 
that members of Caucasian race, emigrating from one 
* Farliam. R«p. p. SS. 
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nation to another in Europe, require to be acclima.tJBed 
before settling in foreign countries for their residence ; 
or if it can be demonstrated that the peculiar narcotic 
"steam vapour " written o^ is generated in any inter- 
tropical country save Western Africa, then, I shall 
give up my faith in the virus of fever here being a 
specific one, but not till then. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Malaria coatinaed. — Best Means of nentrBliiiiig iu Inflneuce. — Indi»- 
peDBabilitf of Quinine. — Awnings Co Ships. — Clothing, Diet, and 
moral Infloesces. — Prevention of Fever. — Administration of 
Quinine. — Treatment of Fever. — Symptoms of Aflican Endemic 

— Objection to Tenssection and Salivation. — Snggeations for re- 
moval of irregalar Inlennittenta: — Division of AJrican Fever, — 
No Bcclimatisiiig Fever iu Alrica. — Ennmeratioa of exciting and 
predisposing Canaes. — Facta opposed to Salivation. — ParaljliB snper- 
veningon Prostration cansed by freqnent Attempts to exrile Yomitiog. 

— Dnmly Symptoms of a perplexing Case. — Bemoval of Patienta 
Into a different Atmospbere. — Mr. Boyle's Sol-lnnar Inflnence. — lis 
tme EzjdanatiOD by Mr. Milner and Dr. Lardner. — Dysentery. 

Leaving, however, the organic composition of ma- 
laria Btill as an uncertainty, enough has been ascertained 
of it to prove that sulphate of quinine is the best pro- 
phylactic to its influence, aided with such hygienic 
measures as were adopted so successfully in the 
" Pleiad's " voyage. With these I believe the culti- 
vation of the soil to be the most effectual antagonist to 
its future generation. 

Previous to our ascent of the Niger in 1854, 1 re- 
ceived from Dr. Bryson a paper of suggestions, in the 
most of which there is a perfect unanimity of opinion 
between the respected author's views and my own.* 

• Vide NaiTstiTe, p. 226. London, Longman, Brown and Co., I85S. 
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With reference to his advice about an awning with 
curtains for those who were to sleep on deck, there was 
aa awning permanently over the " Pleiad " from stem 
to stern, and a curtain to hang down by the side of the 
quarter-deck at night, or during rain. Some of our 
officers slept m cots on deck invariably, and others were 
occasionally compelled to pass the greater part of 
the night there, owing to the serenading of the blood- 
thirsty mosqnitoee. I consider a fixed awning to be in- 
dispensable on board any ship intended for exploration 
of a West African river. 

The vessels moored in the African rivers for trading 
purposes present to unaccustomed eyes a very singular 
appearance. Their lofty rising is all taken down, and 
from stem to stem a bamboo roof stretches over the 
decks, impervious alike to the intense heat and the 
heavy rains of the climate. 

There are few things that conduce so much to health 
in Africa as keeping up a uniform temperature of the 
body, and changing one's clothes as often as comfort will 
suggest. This is one of those trifles which many people 
pass heedlessly by, but its importance cannot be over- 
estimated. The few trivial cases of fever we had when 
up the " Tahadda-Biniie " were, I believe, owing to the 
neglect of this rule. The climate of Africa is so vari- 
able that one does not know when the thermometer may 
rise or fall eight or ten degrees ; and therefore the care- 
less throwing aside of flannel leaves the body unguarded 
against these vicissitudes. Dr. Coombe mentions bis 
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being told by Captain Murray, that be was eo Btrongly 
impressed, from former experience, witb a sense of tbe 
efficiency of the protection afforded by the constant use 
of flannel next the Bkin^ that on his arrival in England, 
in Dec. 1 823, after two years' service amid the ice-bei^ 
of Labrador, tbe ship being ordered immediately to sail 
for the Weet Indies, he directed the purser to draw two 
extra flannel shirts and pairs of drawers for each man, 
and instituted " a r^^lar duly inspection to see that 
they were worn." These precautions were followed by 
the happiest results. He proceeded to his station with 
a crew of 150 men, " visited almost every island in the 
West Indies, and many of tbe porta of the Gulf of 
Mexico ; and notwithstanding the sudden transition 
from extreme climates> returned to England without 
the loss of a siitgle man, or having any sick on board on 
his arrivaL" Sir James McGregor states that when in 
India be witnessed a remarkable proof of the usefulness 
of flannel in checkbg the pn^ess of the most aggra- 
vated ftmn of dysentery in the 2ad battalion of guards. 
All who go to Africa, whether medical men or other- 
wise would soon find it a different clunate, if by 
these and other suggestions they become imbued with 
the very old axiom, that " prevention is better than 
cure." 

The experience of eight years has impressed me with 
the necessity of attending to such precautions ; of 
taking care to avoid wetting, and, if this be inevitable, 
of changing clothes as soon as possible. It is important 
to make it on invariable rule never to go ashore in the 
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inoming without breakfast, or an equivalent to it in the 
shape of a cup of coffee. 

Dr. Biyson's opinion of the prophykctic influence of 
quinine *, demonstrated by reports from the medioal 
officers of the African squadron, first turned iny atten- 
tion seriously to consider it in the light wherein 
I believe it to be the most valuable ; ■ — before fever, 
striking a blow at the virulence of malaria; after fever, 
screwing the debilitated eystem out of the abyss of 
adynamia. Hitherto I had only known it to be used 
in the treatment of fever and ague, in the pyrexial 
as well as the powerless condition. From the day 
before we crossed the bar, in the " Pleiad's " voyage, 
I commenced giving quinine solution to all the Euro- 
peans on board. Not having a sufficient quantity of 
the medicated wine, I dissolved the sulphate in 
like proportions in water, and added two glasses of 
wine to each pint of my solution. Some of the officers 
at first grumbled in taking it, and drank it with a 
very sour face; but soon all, with one exception, 
(fame to be so anxious for it, that had I not made a 
rule to put the bottle and glass over the engine-room 
every morning at daybreak, they would be down at my 
bedside for the dose. The man whom I could not 
train into taking it was one of our second mates, who 
in the course of our voyage had a few severe attacks of 
remitting fever, accompanied with delirium, for which I 
was obliged to shave his head, and administer sedatives 

• Tide ArticlB on " Prophylactic Inflnence of Quinine," in Medical 
Tlntei and Gazette, Jannaty 7th, ISSi, bj A. BiTion, U.D. 
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and Budorifioa. After some time our negro men craved 
for it ; and the Erumen even commenced to steal it. 

I think a fact, which I am about to state here> will 
answer the following paragraph in Dr. Br/son'e su^es- 
tions : — " Whether or not the inflaence of quinine on 
the ejetem, like that of other medicines, becomes 
lessened bj long-continued use, we have no imowledge ; 
poBublj the question may be determined during the 
present expedition." I had it dispensed daily for the 
Europeans under my charge from the day before we 
crossed the bar to three weeks after our return to Fer- 
nando Po, a period of a hundred and forty days. In no 
single case could I rect^nise its failure. When some of 
our officers, who from not taking it punctually, got eli^t 
attacks of remittent fever, the accession always yielded 
to an active pni^e of calomel, colocynth, and taraxacum, 
with doses of quinine increased to ten grains. The 
symptoms subdued, I returned to the original dose 
of quinine, observing after each occurrence the 
precaution to lecture them on their irregularity in 
taking it ; pointing out its benefits, and impressing 
them with the fact, that our return through the Delta 
would be in the most unhealthy season of the year. 
Despite of these attacks, and of our prolonged stay up 
Uie river, we had the same number and the same men, 
twelve Europeans and fifty-four Africans, on onr 
return to Fernando Po, that we had on board when 
leaving it, the 8th of July. The preservation of 
their health I attribute to the following causes: — 

First. — To our having entered the river at the. 
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leaat uahealthy season of the year, when the water was 
rising. 

Second. — To irij having induced the Europeans to 
take quinine solution daily, without making any fuss for 
its palpable necessity. 

Third. — To our not being required to stow green 
wood in the bunkers, in consequence of having the iron 
canoes for its conveyance. 

Fourth. — By attending to the health of the ship and 
crewi in having all the water used on board passed through 
the engine's boiler before it was filtered ; having the 
deck dry scraped instead of washed ; and looking after 
some of Sir William Burnett's zinc solution being passed 
down the bath floor twice a week, taking care to have 
the bUge water pumped out daily. 

Last, though not the least in consequence, keeping up 
the hilarity of all on board by the Krnmen's nightly 
dance to the mu^c of a drum, kindly lent to us by Cro- 
vernor Lynslager> of Fernando Pa 

There is one point not alluded to in Dr. Bryson'a 
snggeations, which I think it would be culpable in me 
to pass over unnoticed : -^ I mean the utility of duly 
ablution, with a shower bath if it can be procured. 
We had one on board the " Pleiad," and Ibund its use 
most refreshing and invigorating. Attention to the 
functions of the skin in any part of the world, but 
especially in a tropical climate, is as necessary as any 
rule about the preservation of bealtb. Dr. James 
Johnson, in his work on " Intertropical Diseases," writes 
earnestly of the sympathy between the liver and skin. 
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Knowiog such a aympathy to exist, then, and aware of 
the important functions which the liver camee on in the 
torrid zone, this ought to be, of all hygienic rules, the 
most aasiduoualy caied for. Whether E. Wilson's state- 
ment in the "Philosophical Transactions for 1844," of a 
German phymdan, named Dr. Simon, having discovered 
Entozoa follictilarum in the perspiratory tubes, be cor- 
rect or not, is a matter of Uttle value for practical men 
to inquire into. Enough for us to know, that Lavduer 
and Seguin have estimated eight grains of pereinratioa 
to be exhaled by the skin in coarse of a minate, a 
quantity equal to thirty-three ounces in twenty-fou^ 
hours; that 2500 are the number of square inches over 
the body of a man of ordinary height and dimensions; 
2800 the average number of pores in a square inch, coo- 
etituting a length of 700 inches ; that these multiplied 
show 7,000,000 of pores, and 7,750,000 perspiratwy 
tubes— that is, 145,833 feet, or 48,600 yards, or nearly 
28 miles I and enough to teach us the necessity of keep- 
ing the ekin in a healthy condition. 

Should the healthy exhalation of the ekin be sup- 
pressed or arrested, its power to absorb is increased ; 
and then not only what has been eliminated through 
the perspiratory tubes is agtun taken in, but with it 
the deadly poison of paludal malaria finds an entrance 
into the human economy. 

To this may be added a further calculation of 
Lavotsier'a, that eight grains of perspiration per minute 
amount to a quantity of thirty-three ounces in twen^- 
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four houht. If a man would ima^ne his body plastered 
over with two pounds weight of mud during each day 
and sight of his life, a little more attention would be 
paid to the function of the skin, 

A very absurd idea prevails with some people that 
prickly heat (lichen tropicui) must be driven into the 
system from the skin by washing in cold water, and so 
may cause fever or dysentery. Cold water properly 
applied, that is, by a few douches or scrubs of the body 
with it, only causes a stimulus to increased action of 
the skin, and thus rather obviat«s fever and dysentery 
than promotes them. 

What I have mentioned as the third cause of the 
" Pleiad's " being so healthy, is one that must not be 
lost sight of in any future expedition ; for I believe it 
was stowing green wood in the bunkers that more than 
anything else contributed to the disastrous results of 
former voyi^es, particulariy to that of the govwnment 
expedition in 1842. 

In his " Medical History of the Niger ExpeditiMi of 
1841-42," (at p. 15), Dr. Mc William writes: " Moral 
impressions are intimately connected with the main- 
tenance of health, as well as with the production -of 
disease; a conviction that the ship herself is sweet, 
that there is nothing in her to germinate disease, will, I 
am persuaded, go far to fortify men agunst the evils of 
the coast climate." I should rather say that the etbience 
of " moral impressions " may be put down to the credit 
of the " production of disease," and I should be very 
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sony to bind my ideas of moral infiueDCe to the mngle 
feet of mlora' "convictions" on the "sweetnesB" of 
their ahip, and the sbaenoe in her of anything "to 
germinate dieease ;** chiefly because X know it ia a thing 
they never inquire into, and because my ideas on the 
matter of ** moral impreaaions " are a little more latita- 
dinarian than to confine them to any isolated hygienic 
feet Uke this. The " moral impreasions " of permitting 
sulors to have an occasional walk on ahore, where the 
ground is dry and elevated, as it is up many of the 
African rivers, instead of keeping them, aa I know 
them to be kept in some places, cooped up beneath a 
bwnboo roof on board a ship for a period often of two 
years at a spell — the "moral imprearaons" caused by 
allowing them to partidpate in public worehip wher- 
ever misEaonary atatitms exist — the "moral impres- 
sions " of permitting the joke and the stmg to cinmlate 
lunongst them when their day's work is over, — and 
more especially as in our ascent of the Niger, and 
Tshadda-Binne — at sight of lofty ground, brining 
back to recollection the mountains associated with tlieir 
childhood — these are the "moral influences" that pro- 
duce the most salubriotu eflects, both mentally and 
physically, in exploring voyages as well as on board 
stationary trading vessels. 

Another subject which this seems to me to be an 
appropriate place for introducing, is that of the use of 
apirituona liquors as beverages in Western Africa. 
And I deem it the more necessary to do so, because 
medical men who are looked up to as practical authori- 
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ties have advocated a sytsteia to which all experience 
teaches me to be opposed. 

Mr. Boyle> formerly colonial surgeon at Sierra LeonCi 
has published* a medical work upon Western Africa, at 
p. 75 of which he writes: " However much the asser- 
tion may he at variance with the conclusions arrived at 
by some other writers and observers, it may be confi- 
dently stated that the absolute 'water drinker' is in as 
dangerous a predicament when once seized with fever 
as the 'absolute drunkard.'" 

The opinions of all the phyaiok^^ts of our time, and 
the records of mortality up every river as well as at every 
station on the coast of Africa, speak directly contrary 
to this "confident statement." I believe there are few 
miO'e powerful, and I fear not to add, more frequent 
predisposing causes to African fever than the inebriety 
of Europeans at all these places. The pathology of the 
disease should teach us also, that when patients get into 
an adynamic condition of the system, which appears to 
be an invariable symptom of all phases of African fever, 
the stimulus of spirituous liquor, which is then required 
to keep them from sinking, cannot be as powerful in its 
infiuence on those who have been in daily use of it as 
on water drinkers. For Europeans to indulge in strong 
drinks beneath an intertropical sun — even apart from 
malarious influence — is like trying to put out a fire by 
heaping coals upon it. 

• "A Practical Medico-Historical Account of the Weatem Coast of 
Africa," by JftraM Boyle, M.B,C.S.L., Colomal Surgeon at Sierra Leone, 
Snrgoon, R.N. London, HigUef, Fleet Street, 1831. 
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Mr. Boyle tries to modify this statement by stating 
that " the man who lives as nearly when abnwd as cir- 
cumBtancee will allow np to his geoeral habits when at 
home, has infinitely a better chance of recovery than 
the absolute water drinker or the abeolute drunkard." 
This safe medium theory is perfectly erroneous, for a 
man to drink or abstun from water — to drink or abstun 
from brandy, under the impression that either practice 
will indemnify him against taking fever, is an absurd 
delusion, and almost the certain way to catch it. 

" I do not look upon Africa aa the deadly continent 
it is the fashion to describe it," writes Lieut. Forbes. 
" Men enter Africa determined to have fevers, and like 
the phantom's story in the Persian &ble of Cholera, fear 
kills them. Less cant on the subject of African Ps- 
oases would materially assist to stop the slave trade, and 
render African enterprise more geniaL" ' 

Hence it is the predbpo^ng cause of fever that is 
the fatal agent in such cases and not any debility ensu- 
ing on over-indulgence in water drinking. 

Another medical authority. Dr. Atkin, oonnders the 
African fever most fatal amongst persons of intemperate 
habits, in which I agree with him ; but be adds, " Of 
twenty persons coming to Sierra Leone, ten of them 
practising total abstinence and tea moderately indulg- 
ing in the use of wine and spirits, preserving the 
medium between temperance and excess, the chances of 
life would be greater amongst the latter." This I deny 
» ForbM'i " Daliomy and tbe Itehomftiis." 
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in toto, because I believe Dr. Atkia cannot define to 
any prescribed limit a ne plus ultra between moderate 
indulgence and ezoeBB^ - 

Dr. Madden went to the coast " a practical believer 
in the advant^e of total abstinence from all kinds of 
liquors," and only became converted to the contrary 
doctrine, because he found the necessity of using wine 
during his protracted convalescence after a recovery 
from fever on the Gold Coast — when it was adminis- 
tered medicinally, and when of course it would be of 
most use to him. Even hia case does not in the slightest 
degree ratify the opinions of the two former-quoted 
medical authorities ; and I fear not to assert, even 
against Dr. McDonald's observation, that " total absli- 
neace, unless from water, will never answer here." All 
my experience goes to the contrary. The Europeans 
whom I have known to be the best acclimatised men in 
Africa — to sleep the most soundly — to have good ap- 
petites and clear heads — to get over attacks of fever 
most lightly, were men who never indulged in spirituous 
liquors, and who only took wine in conjunction with 
quinine, after opening their bowels on an accession of 
headache or other febr'rie disturbance. 

The embryo of the Dracunculus or Guinea-worm 
being supposed to be contained iu the fresh water ob- 
tained at Cape Coast and Akm may be advanced as an 
objection to my principle there. But I believe the 
nuclei of these animals, if they exist in it, can be de- 
stroyed by boiling and filtering the water. 
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The ar^e on the jwophylactic influeoee of quiniae, 
to which alltuion has been made (at page 214), coot^ns 
the annexed paragraphe, which I deem this a very ap- 
propriate place for introdu<nDg to the notice of ray 
readers — to the palm-oil merchants of England more 
especially: — "I have been reminded hj an obli^ng 
communication, which I received only two days ago 
&om Mr. Hickmann, secretary to the commander-in-chief 
(Rear- Admiral Bruce), of the necessity there is for 
adopting some measures Afferent from those which now 
e^t for the preservation of the health of the seamen 
employed in mercbant-vesBels on the coast of Africa. 
Vast numbers of these men, in the very prime of life, 
die every year of fevers contracted on the coast, and yet 
no one seems to know anything about them. As these 
veseels generally carry (for the prevention of scorbutic 
disease) a supply of lime-juice, whioh, in consequence of 
the great abundance of yams and fruit, is nearly if not 
entirely useless, I would venture to submit, that instead 
of the lime-juice, they ought to carry a sufficiency of 
quinine wine for the use of the crew, which should be 
administered in the same manner as in the men-of-war 
on the station." The suggestidn of using medicated 
wine for lime-juice b one that only requires a twelve- 
month's trial to prove its superiority. Were such a « 
regulation as this carried out. Western Africa would 
cease to have the vile character it bears over the civilised 
world. But in merchant-vessels it cannot be served as 
in men-of-war. From the former boats are not sent on 
detached serrice, but the ships are anchored, some for 
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BIX, others for twelve, and many from eighteen to 
twenty-four months, in the very hot beds of malaria. 
The endemic fever generally breaks out amongst the 
crew at periods varying from four to eight weeks after 
the vessel's arrival at her station. I would therefore 
suggest that the medicated wine should be given daily 
for two months after the ship has crossed the bar — that 
it should be administered again for a month at the end 
of the wet season — and always kept on board for use 
in an accession of fever amongst the officers or crew. 
If the merchants and supercai^oes do not take these 
su^estions in their hands, the attention of medical men 
to them will be unavEuling. Messrs. Bailey and Wills 
of Horeeley Fields, Wolverhampton, prepare a vinous 
solution of this drug with proper directions for its ad* 
ministration. I may here state I am of opinion that 
daily waediing the decks of a ship stationed in an African 
river is anything but condnoive to the health of those 
on board. Being covered from stem to stem with 
bamboo roofs, these must necessarily prevent the per- 
fect evaporation from the water impr^nated with the 
germs of malaria, and hence it will be inspired by the 
crew. Dry-scraping the decks every day, and washing 
them only once a week, I would strongly recommend as 
a substitute. 

Apsican Tever. 

African fever may be divided into the continued, the 

remittent, and intermittent — the first being the rarest, 

and tlie hist two the most frequent. Continued and 
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remittent have some times degenerated into tT-pbna 
icterodes, and aa the oaval records tell us into ei»demie 
yellow fever, or " the true yellow peslileQce of the west 
coast," of which I am thankful I have had no experience. 
Ever enterttuning a belief titat there ia no accli- 
matjstng fever in Western Africa, the fbUowing extract 
from Dr. Bryaon's" work strengthens my opinion on this 
subject: — "In the report of the *AthoU' in 1 829, which 
had been stationed in the Bights, it is remarked that the 
oaees of fever have recovered much more slowly of late 
than formerly (a twelvemonth ago), bo that, instead of 
its b^ng an advant^e to be acclimatised, it is appre- 
hended it will be found quite the reverse ; for the sys- 
tem becomes relaxed and debilitated by the enervating 
influences of the climate, and consequently it is more 
difficult to restore it to a state of health and vigour." 
The faith of Fordyce, with reference to persona becom- 
ing hardened to the effects of the malarious or contagious 
principle, ia only true in Africa of cases where the 
maluia has not become developed into any form of the 
fever. When the hnman constitution ia acclimatised, it 
ia most effectually accomplished without fever ; but, very 
frequently, idiosyncrasy of the patient, or a combination 
of powerful predisposing causes, will tend to the oonver- 
uon of miasma into a continued remittent or inter- 
mittent attack. " In proportion as the body is weakened 
or exhausted, it yields more readily to the pemidoua 
influence of contagion or malaria ; but by obviating all 

* Beport on tbe Climate and Frindpal DUeasea of tlie Alricaa 
StUion. By A. Brjaon, U.D., p. 83. 
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causes of debility, and fortifying the eystem, we walk 
with comporatiTe security amid surrounding pestilence."* 
A good constitution nmy become acclimatised by absti- 
nence from ardeot spirits, unless used medicinally, by 
attention to food and clothing, and to the functions of 
the skin — by healthy exercise and a cheerful confidence 
in the performance of the means recommended — the 
best that can be adopted to obviate the " enervating 
influence of climate." Every phase of African fever that 
I have seen was adynamic; and therefore tlie system, 
after each attack, ia rendered more impressible to the 
recurrence of another, by its being subjected to any of 
the causes of this disease. The causes may be divided 
into exciting and predisposing. The exciting is ma- 
laria; the predisposing are constant exposure to the 
main exciting cause — intemperance — fear and anxiety 

— want of attention to cleanlioess of person — sudden 
change of temperature without attention to garments — 
heavy wetting without changing (Nothing — over fatigue 

— constipation. 

And these causes being allowed to produce their 
effects, either singly or in combination, by inattention 
to the rules prescribed in the preceding pages, we have 
to consider the fact of fever before us. 

From the first case of fever which I treated in the 
Old Kalabar Hiver, in the beginning of 1851, to the 
present time, I have entertained similar ideas to those of 
Dr. Bryson, and followed out this line of practice inva- 
riably — discarding the abuse of calomel as a ptyalist, 
• Dr. WalBOii'* Principles and Practice of Phjsic, p. 17. 
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and eetting m; face agdnst bleeding an Enropean ia 
Aiiica, unleu for inflaramRtioD of a serous membrane — 
a case veiy rarely to be met with. The practice which 
has been recommended by Johnson, Boyle, McCullaghf 
McWilUam, and other intertropical writers, and which 
has prevailed for the last thirty or forty years, is 
contrary to all our present knowledge of human phyi 
eiology and pathology, and would seem calcalated only 
" to reduce the force of the vital energies without 
moderating the violence of the fever." The very facts 
that "ptyalism cannot be produced under any circnm- 
atances, or in any disease while fever exists," and that 
calomel (being a mineral preparation, insoluble in Ui« 
blood, unless it is converted into muriate of mercury by 
the action of gastric juice upon it) cannot be eliminated 
through the perspiratory functions of the skin, whereby 
it ehould come, acting as an alterative, ought to leach 
any one its hurtfulnese. All that can be done when 
fever sets in, ie " to guide the patient over the dangera 
of the passage," remembering that we cannot when it 
ia once established arrest the onward course of the 
malady. 

In our expedition of 1854 there was no case in which 
extraordinary treatment of any kind was required, and 
were the principle of neutralising malaria before it 
becomes developed adopted more generally by medical 
men on the coast of Africa, the fever of that country 
would very shortly lose its appalling bugbear character. 
Its therapeutic manf^ement may be eummed up in a 
very few words. Meet symptoms as they present 
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themBelvea. If the bowels be confinec!) open them with 
a purgative of calomel, extract of colocynth, and 
taraxacom, containing a drop of oil of peppermint ; — 
if the head ache or delirium be present, cut or shave 
off the hmr, and apply oooling lotions ; — the tongue foul, 
and nausea existing, ^ve an emetic of tartariaed anti- 
mony and ipecacuanha, followed up after some time by 
efferTescent draughts, with five or six minims of 
dilnte hydrocyanic acid, administered in water " with 
the chill off." If there be pain in the epigastrium, 
apply camphor and oil of turpentine to the pit of the 
stomach; — skin hot and dry, give a diaphoretic of nitre, 
calomel, and James's powder after the bowels are 
opened. This was the practice I have pursued in sixty 
cases whereof I have written records, and which show 
a mortality of four ont of the sixty — about six per cent. 

My recommendation of calomel as an accessory sudo- 
rific and puigative will not be taken as an approval of 
the drug for salivation. I have faith in the medicine 
being a useful one when properly applied ; it is only 
against its abuse that I contend. 

To emetics frequently administered, I have a decided 
objection ; and I would recommend them only to be 
employed when the accession of febrile attack, with foul 
tongue and nausea, comes on after a full meal. Of the 
debility ensuing upon the frequent act of vomiting, even 
caused by titillation of the fauces with a feather, I had 
painful evidence in the case of a medical man at Old 
Kalabar, who was very much addicted to that practice 
in his own person. He died after lingering four days 
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in the most perfect condition of paraljais I ever saw ; 
and the general prostmtion I could attribute to no 
other caase than to the weakness produced by Tomiting 
— joined, perhaps, to the influence (^ malaria on a very 
delicate]^ formed frame. Even the muBclea of d^lu- 
tition were bo affected, that he could not swallow a 
teaspoonful of any liquid without danger of suffocation. 
And, though unable to exercise muscular action enough 
to elevate his little finger, his sense of hearing was so 
acute, that he could distinguish the sound of paddles or 
oars long before thej were perceptible to tatj one else 
on board his ship. 

Frequently the most unruly and distressing symptom 
in African fever is the continued irritability of tbe 
stomach. This I found, except in a few obstinate 
cases, to yield to small effervesiung draughts, always 
made in water out of which the cold was taken by the 
addition of a tablespoonfal of the liquid warm, and 
containing four to six minims of dilute hydrocyanic 
acid (Pharm. London). When this fuled, turpentine 
and camphor applied to the epigastrium generally 
proved efficacious. On one occasion, and in a very 
perplezing case, I tried a plan recommended by ft 
Dutch Buigeon at Elmina Castle, The patient was 
pulseless and cold in his extremities, covered with a 
fri^d clammy persjnnition, constantly vomiting, and 
passing stools incontinently from bim. Hopeless as 
his recovery seemed at first — Jor I considered him 
almost in articulo mortis — and seeing that neither by 
mouth nor injection could anything be retained I 
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applied blistering fluid to the pit of his stomach, cut 
the cuticle off as sooa as it rose, and wetted the part 
with flannel steeped in a solution ofv quinine and 
brandy. Meantime, and while the blister was riaing, I 
had additional blankets put over him and hot bricks 
applied to fais feet. The man rallied ; his pulse rose ; 
his extremities grew warm ; he was soon able to retain 
grateful nourishing drinks on his stomach ; and he 
eventually recovered. 

Fearfully puzzling cases of fever that a medical man 
is likely t« meet with in Africa are those in which 
prostration or perfect powerleasness cornea on suddenly 
— where there b no evidence of special organic derange- 
ment, and where the patient sinks into death rapidly. 
I have observed it seize a sick man in the middle of hie 
pyrezial condition, hurrying him to the grave in a few 
hours ; and it pains me to confess, that I believe no 
remedy can be applied for this condition of affairs, aave 
to obviate its occurrence by the proper administration of 
quinine beforehand. Cases in which this' morbid action 
occurred seemed always to be derived from an accumu- 
lated quantity of malaria in the system, thus becoming 
developed " in a heap " (to nee an expressive vulgarism) 
by some predisposing cause. 

The purgative I have most generally used contains 
three grains of calomel, two of extract of taraxacum, 
and five of compound extract of colocynth, made into 
two pills with a little oil of peppermint. Taraxacum, 
combined with calomel, seems to me to exercise a specific 
action on the liver, as Dover's powder with calomel is 
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increased in its diaphoretic, and jalap with the aame 
drug in its hydragf^e propertieo. When the stomaeh 
will not retain these piils, and a speed; evacuation is 
required, ten gmina of calomel in half a tea-«poonful of 
liquid extract of taraxacotn may be followed in a few 
houra b; an active seidlitz draught, to the unloading of 
the bowels and liver sufficiently. 

For intermittent I geaerally found that quinine, 
given during an exacerbation, whether diurnal, tertian, 
or quartan, was more effectual when prefaced by a 
clearing out of the prima via with Bome of the pills just 
mentioned. But a careful avoidance of any of the pre- 
disposing causes, and a removal &om the germinating 
influence of malaria, is essential to effect a cure. Dr. 
BalUie, Dr. Pitcairn, Th. Haviland, and Dr. "Watson, 
all advocate the same line of treatment, of ^ving can- 
ing medidne before administering quinine. Sometimes 
when qninine is objected to, aalicine or blberine, if at 
hand, may be tried, or quinine made into pills with mu- 
cilage ; but, despite of Dr. Bryson's recommendation, I 
contend that there is no occasion for the use of that 
abomination to our Pharmacopoeia, Fowler's arsenical 
solution, in the treatment of intermittent fever. When 
the accession assumea the character which is entitled 
"postponing," titrate of iron and quinine is a very 
useful medicine, and most efficacious in fortifying the 
system against an attack, when the invalid is removed 
from the direct exciting power of the miun cause of the 
malady. 
If the removal of an invalid from the direct exciting 
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power of malaria cannot be effected in toto, it is 1117 
opinioD that change of air, being known to be mora be- 
neficial in all maladies in a miaamatouB country than in 
a beBjthy one, will be found to be equally ao out here. 
Cases have come withia my cognisance in Western 
Africa, where persona removed into a comparatively less 
pare atmosphere than they were used to reside in have 
been benefited by the change. And thb breaking the 
habit of disease by removal into another atmosphere, aa 
in chronic intermittents, is thus commented on by Dr. 
M'Culloch, in his "Essay on Bemittent and Inter- 
mittent Diseases : " — "If this be the case, a difference 
in the quality of the air breathed, which ia what the 
popular phrase would signify, is not in itself the remedy ; 
though respecting this we really are not in a capacity to 
argue at present, since it is most certain that the atmo- 
. sphere in different states or places produces effects on 
the body, of which our present chemistry does not 
enable us to investigate the causes. The lungs or the 
organs here concerned, to whatever extent, are in reality 
chemical agents superior in discernment or power to 
those of our laboratories ; or the involuntary and un- 
conscious animal ia that chemist, which the reasoning 
one is not, carrying on operations which he can neither 
imitate nor discover, and detecting substances which he 
cannot find." There is no doubt of an evident truth 
being in these remarks, though it is somewhat mystically 
expressed. 

Supervening upon fever, and indeed often assuming 
its place as the representative endemic of the country, 
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cornea that intractable dueaBc, dysenteiy. The buiIb- 
flous influence on the native population showa itself 
more iu this malady than in fever. With them I have 
generallj found it to yield to a little raw ground-rice, 
mixed with cold water, or decoction of pomegranate 
peel, in the proportion of half an ounce to a pint of milk 
or water boiled for fifteen minutes. Compound powder 
of chalk, with opium, will also be found useful after 
clearing out the alimentary canal with a doee of ca&tor- 
oiL Opium is a mediiane which should not be used to 
excess, as the patient feels considerably relieved by its 
anodyne influence, which, if long continued, will i^gia- 
vate the disease by relaxing the alveolar muscular tissue. 
In most ordinary cases, a dose of castor-oil followed up 
by ground rice, and abstinence from food, liquid or 
solid, for a few days will effect a cure. 

The majority of these attacks which ensue with - 
Europeans after fever, and are consequently dependent 
on a debilitated state of constitution, can only be 
effectually treated by removing the invalid into a dif- 
ferent atmosphere. The same therapeutic mani^ment, 
used as an accessory to the influence of change of lur, 
vrill prove in most cases equally salutary ; and no hy- 
gienic treatment is more efficacious in warding off a 
disease than attention to the functions of the skin to 
obviate dysentery. 

In the same work of Mr. Boyle's, from which I have 
quoted, and at the same page, are these remarks, the 
erroneousnesB of which I deem it my doty to demon- 
state : — " Sol-lunar influence is powerful in the produc- 
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tion of fever od the western coast of Africa, and, 
indeed, in all parts of the tropics. Many inatancea have 
been known of men, whilst at work under the rays of 
the aun, dropping down as if shot, and that without any 
previous symptom or liabit of indiscretion; and also 
men who, to avoid the closeness sometimes experienced 
in sleeping between decks, have slept on the npper deck 
without the knowledge of the officer on watch, thus ex- 
po^g themselves to the apparently harmless beams of a 
brilliaut moon, have often been known to be suddenly 
affected with fever. The rapidity of the latter attack 
predudee the thought that they were attributable to 
damps or dews that might be falling in the night, and 
which indeed are also common causes of fever, but not 
so immediate in their consequenoea." 

The poMt hoc ergo propter hoc reasoning of this is 
completely put aside by remarks on the same sab- 
ject in Milner'a " Gallery of Nature," pi^e 481. " A 
preceding statement, that in temperate climates, dew is 
never observed upon the naked parts of a living and 
healthy human body, is not true of tropical countries 
where, after the high temperature of the day, under a 
perfectly clear sky, the earth radiates heat with great 
rapidity. This is the probable solution of some cases of 
phywcal injury sustained by persons sleeping in the 
open air with the face exposed, commonly supposed to 
be the effect of moonlight. Now the drcumstanoes 
under which these effects transpired, a dear tropical 
moonlight night, are precisely those favourable to the 
production of dew, which promotes the putrefaction of 
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animal matter, and renders it deleteriona, and the in- 
jury eoatained by the parties sleeping exposed to the 
moonbeams — not a scditary exam[de of snch an occur- 
rence — was far more probably caused by the cold and 
moisture produced by the immense radiation of heat, 
consequent upon a cloudless night sky after a hot day, 
than by moon%ht, which all scaentifio examination 
abowB to be innocuous, uninfluentiaL" 

This opinion ia further confirmed by Dr. Lardner, 
who states that " the ekin being, in common with the 
leaves of flowers and of vegerables, a good radiator of 
beat, will, when exposed in a clear night, sustmn a loas 
of temperature." This must, therefore, arise from a 
constant lowerii^ temperature of the skin by radiation *, 
and would seem to me to be ainular to what Dr. John- 
son calls " a stroke of the land wind in India." 

* Tide Appendix C 
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CHAP. XVI. 

B«partoa the Feenluuidei of Trade ap the KTeninthe BigbCof Bkfra. 
— OeograpMcal Position of tlie Kght. — EDumerstion of its Bivera. — 
Table of latest Relorai of Palm-OiL — Of the existing Condition of 
Niger and Tsbadda Trade. — Tarietiaa of Coirenc}'.— Mode in which 
Trade ii eaxrieA an at the different Stations of Etavss, New Ealabar, 
Bonny, Old Kalabar, and Kameroons, — Contrast between the present 
Production of Falm-Oil and that of Twenty Tears ago. — Necessity 
of non-interference of Supercai^^oeswilh the Lawi and Superstitions of 
the Natives. — Progress of the Slave CUss id Tntding Operations. — 
The pecnhar Uoaditiou of Africaa Society as at present constituted— 
The Slave Class the fatnre Producers of their Country's ioduatrial 
Besources. — Dr. Livingstone's Observations on free Labour at the 
Hanritins. — The trae Flan of eiviliung A&ica. 

The Bight of Biafni extends from Cape Formosa, in 
lat. 4° 21 m., long. 6° 10 E.> to Cape St. John, in lat. 
1° 15 N., long. 9° 30 £. ; a coast extent of nearly 300 
miles. 

According to the latest Admiralty survey, the posi- 
tion of Cape Formosa has been placed between the Nun 
and Sengana outlets of the Knorra. 

The Bight of Biafra therefore contains the Xun, the 
Brass (or Bento), the St, Nicholas, the St. Barbara, 
the St. Bartholomew, the Sombrero, the New Kalabar, 
the Bonny, Andony, Old Kalabar, Bio del Bey, Bimbia, 
KamerooDS, Balimba, Boreah, Kampo, Bati, St. Benitoi 
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and Bassakoo; coostjtuting nineteen rivere that bare 
their embouchures into this Bight. 

The following table comprises the latest returos of 
palm-oil exported from those places within this Bight 
engaged in the trade : — 



Due. 


NuHoFUnlr. 


5,-^ 


Emm Jan. 1, ]S9ft H> Jan. 1, 18S6 - 
„ jBlyl, IBM „ JbIj 1,1855 - 

„ Jan. 1. ISU „ Jan. 1, 185« 


Bmm - 

NewKaUbw&Bonnj* 
OldlUUbar - 
Bimbia 

Fernando Fo - 

Total 


8,280 
16,124 
4,090 

9e 
Mio 

360 


35,oeo 



Independent ot this, in the rivers Malimba, Boreah, 
and Kampo, palm>oil is bought h; coasting Tesaelst 
chiefly American and French ; and from all the rivers 
ivory, ebony, and redwood are brought home in nearly 
every ship. Moreover some oil is taken by each of the 
African Steam Company's vessels. Out of £ameroon8 
there are from six to ten tons of ivory yearly exported. 
In the Old Kalabar and the Eampo, ivory is also pro- 
duced ; and from the Benito, redwood, india-rubber, wax, 
ivory, and ebony. 

Up the rivers between Benin and Braes, as well as 
between Braes and Bonny, there is no legitimate traffic 



* TbeK riven are placed together becuue thef have a eommon em- 
bonohnrt, and trade ia oimed on in both bj the lame agmit. 
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yet established ; but from observations m our late ex- 
ploration of the Niger and Tsbadda-Binue in the S.S. 
" Pleiad," I believe the elements of a great mart to be 
WMting development through the countries interior to 
thoee streams. At Aboh, Iddab, Oloturo, Igb^bee (the 
confluence of the Tshadda and Kworra), Yimmaha, 
Gandiko, and Zhtbu are the chief trading stations in' 
this river, which bears varions titles in different local- 
ities, the Niger-Kworra, the Tehadda-Lihu-Nu, and 
BiQU& The articles obtainable in the countries adja- 
cent to its banks are palm*oil, shea-butter, cotton, lead 
ore, red pepper, camwood, and indigo. No doubt but 
that in time other industrial resources will be deve- 
loped. The goods that are prized most hy the natives 
in exdiange for these products are cowries, cloth, and 
salt. Cowries are the shells of the cyprea moneta of 
Xiinnffiua, procured in the islands of the Pacific, and in 
Zanzibar, as well as in other parts of Eastern Africa. 
Their ad valorem worth is generally a " string " of 40 foe 
a penny, a "common head," or 5 strings (200), for 5 
pence; a "head" of 50 strings (2000) one dollar; a "bag'* 
of 10 heads (20,000) 10 dollars. At Igbegbee, about 300 
miles from the sea, British manufactured goods, which 
are brought up from Bonny, Brass, and Benin, as well 
as across the Yoruba country from Lagoa, are exposed 
in the market for sale ; and they have also here glass 
beads of a double pyriforra shape that are carried over 
the continent from Mecca ; for the system of traffic 
and barter seems to be the prominent one ia the African 
temperament. 
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' At Bogtin Koto, where the Tshadda ia called Lihu, 
the natives hare a currency of iron plates of this Bhape> 
the handle being about fire ioehes long, 
and the base of the triangle about four 
inches in breadth. It is called Akiha 
(in the Doma and Tuka), Ibia (in the 
Mitshi), and Agelemma (in the Houssa laDguages), 
Tor the purchase of a slave, thirty-six of theee are 
given ; but I could not ascertain tbrir commercial 
value in other respects. They are also used by the 
blacksmiths for making knives and similar utensils.' 

Salt ia so valuable at Ototouro, a few miles above 
Iddah, that 10,000 cowries (5 dollars' worth) are given 
foT a bag of that article we^hing twenty or thirty 
pounds. This salt is brought from the palm-oil rivers. 
Farther up the country, they dig salt {roai earth pits in 
the dry season, which at a place called Ojogo, about 
130 milea above the confluence, is exchanged at from 
300 to 400 cowries' worth of goods, for a small matted 
bag not containing more than one pound in weight. 
That valuable vegetable product, shea-butter, with me- 

* Dr. Bukie, in Appendix B, p 416, to Ub Norrtitire of tbe Ex- 
ploring Voyage of 1854, mentioiu this kind of mone/ as being prubkblj- 
of indigenone orig^ and gives the foUowing extracts to prore the exis- 
tence of a umilar cnrrency in other places : " In Moko they have coined 
money made of iron in the form of a roach, the randle as big as the pahn 
of a hand, with a handle abont an inch long." — OgUty'i Africa, fol. 
1670, p. 482. 

" The money of'Moko is of iron in the shape and Rgnre of a thoraback, 
flat, and as broad as the palm of the hand, having a tail of the same 
metal of the length of the hand," — Barbofi DarriptUm of the Coasti of. 
Soalk Guinea, in ChurckilTs CoUeetiat of Voyagt* and TmvtU, toL t. 
p. 3Sa 
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tallic ores, and other industrial produce not obtainable 
elsewhere in the Bight, can be obtained up these rivers, 
and the natives are as anxious to barter as any to be 
met with on the coast. 

The mode of carrying on trade in the different riyera , 
of the Bight of Biafra, Taries as follows : — ^ In Brass, 
New Kalabar and Bonny the representative currency is 
called " bars ; " in Old Kalabar, it is entitled " coppers ; " 
in Kameroons it ia " bars," " coppers,"* " crews," " bift 
tings," and " little tings," terms constituting an ad va- 
lorem representation, whose meaning I fear I shall be 
unable to make myself understood in endeavouring to 
explain. 

With reference to the "bars" in Brass and Bonny, 
they were formerly represented by " Manillas," and 
are so still in some degree. Those cost three pence 
each, and twenty of them, amounting to five shillings, 
signified a "bar" in the olden time. They are pieces 
of copper of a horse-shoe form, about four inches in the 
measurement of the ciroumference of their circle, and 
and about half an inch in that of their density ; being 
terminated by two lozenge shaped ends facing one 
another. There are five different patterns, and though 
a casual observer could soarcely discriminate between 
them, yet the practised eye of the natives does it at 
once, and cannot be deceived. The " Antony Manilla " 
is good in all the interior markets. The " Congo 
Singolo"* or "bottle-necked," ia good only at Opungo 

■ Thia i» also styled tlie "Nango Ward," or Long Ward, from a tall 
gentleman of that name, wbo, I believe, first introduced them. 
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Market ; the " Onodoo " ia best for the Eboe country 
betn-een Bonn; and New Ealabar; the "Finniman 
Tawfinna"* is passable in Ju-ju toWu and Qua market ; 
but it ia only one half the worth of the " Antony," 
and the " Culla Antony ** is valued by the people at 
Umlmlta. A piece of cloth, whatever it costs, is 
chained at five " bars ; " a gun, a puncheon of mm, or 
half a barrel of powder ; and similar articles at so many 
" bars " of a fixed price. 

Artielea bartered at Old Kalabsr, are represented by 
the term " coppers," the origin of which was a copper 
rod, about a yard in length, value for a shilling. Now, 
however, brass are substituted for copper rods ; though 
the name still remains. For cloth and fancy articles 
here, so many " coppers" are charged, according to the 
profits required on the inviuce price, or as the peculiar 
apecies of goods are in demand amongst the natives. 

In Kameroons the currenc; is known by the terms 
"bare," "coppers," "crews," "big tings," and "little 
tings." The native traders carry on all their dealings 
with the interior country by "bars," and with the 
European traders by "crews." A crew varies in price 
from ten to twenty shillings sterling, being a measure 
of palm-oil which contains twelve and a half imperial 
gallons, and therefore, the value of this is another 
apocryphal representation of barter currency. " Big 
tings" mean powder and guns, and the remuning 



*'Fiiinitiuta''u the native aanie for Ja-jD-towa, and "Tawfiniu" 
119 permuient in, or pecDliar to. 
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heterogeneous mixture of cloth, rum, hardware, orock- 
ery-ware, and so forth, come under the category of 
"little tings." 

When a Teeeel arrives at the mouth of any of these 
rivera, its master is expected to send up for a native 
pilot. At Bonny 150 "bare" must be given to the 
pilot for conducting a ship in, and 250 for bringing one 
out, no matter what her tonnage may be. If the pilot 
be not sent for, and the master takes io the vessel 
himself, he has, nevertheless, to pay half the sum for 
pilotage. 

In Old Kalabar the whole must be paid, whether the 
pilot be employed or not. There it is twenty-five cop- 
pers per registered ton of a ship. One " crew's ' worth 
is paid for every three feet of the veBsel's draughty if 
only from Cape Kameroons to the anchoring place up 
that river; but if for a further distance, a "crew " or 
two extra are generally paid. 

Before a ship is allowed to commence trading, her 
supercargo is expected to pay to the king or chiefs a 
" comey," or custom bar, similar to port dues at home. 
At ail the rivers it is levied in goods, such as are 
brought out for barter with the natives. 

In Brass the " comey " amounts to the value of two 
puncheons of oil for each mast a ship carries, and it is 
divided between two chiefs, thus : — 

A three-masted ship paying six puncheons value: 
four of these are given to Keya, King of the Obullum- 
Abry territory, and two to Arishima, King of Bassam- 
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bry, the opposite side of the river. In Bonay and 
New Kalabftr, the " come; " b fire " ban " per raster 
ton of each ship ; and in the former river, this is divided 
between Manilla FepplC) Ada Allison, and lUolly 
PepplB) who constitute the present governing power 
styled the " B^^ncy." In the latter river, it is paid to 
£ing Amakree. Beside this " comey " for Bonny, 
there are two others demanded here ; one a " custom 
bar " for each puncheon of oil sold, which is deducted 
from the native trader's money, and is levied by the 
chief under whose auspices the supercargo may have 
placed bis ship for trading ; the other, a " work bar " 
of three hundred for every twenty puncheons bought, 
and which is claimed from the supercargo by the repre- 
seatetives of tbe bouse to whom the trader belongs. 
In Old Kalabar tbe "comey" is twenty coppers per 
registered ton, two-thirds of which are paid to King £yo, 
and one-third to Duke Ephraim. In Kameroons it is 
at the rate of ten " crews " for every hundred tons of 
the vessel's register. 

At Old Ealabar and Kameroons the system of giving 
out goods in trust prev^ls; and as there is no legal 
mode of recovering debts from the natives, this gives 
rise to much unpleasantness as well as to many abuses. 

The circle of exchange in all the palm oil trading 
countries being so extensive, may be advanced as 
a plea for the trust system. But, it should be re- 
membered, that in a place where commerce is yet 
in its infancy, it is impossible to realise a defini- 
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tion of this principle, aa thus ezpltuned in a "Dia* 
course on Commercial Morals " by an accomplished 
writer" : — "Credit is essentially a reliance upon charac- 
ter during the currency of a transaction ; and with the 
cycle of the transaction it should ever be susceptible of 
dose.'' 

The natural indolence of the natives, and their want of 
appreciation of the value of time, with the indispensa- 
bility in moat of the trust rivers, of changing British 
goods into country currency, render the closing of 
agreements at a ^ven time an impossibility. 

Hence it appears to me to be a matter of ordi- 
nary caution to restrain trust within certmn limits, 
and to make a proportion of credit givea out in cor- 
respondence with the yearly produce of each locality 
and the yearly averi^e of trade carried on at each 
station. Else, unrestrained, it is impossible to foretell 
the time of social retribution to those who will shut 
their eyes againat common prudence in speculation. 

Ko more cogent illustration of the success of l^iti- 
mate traffic to put down the slave trade could be 
given than a record of the fact, that during the past 
year 2,280 tona of palm oil were exported from Brass 
river, and the chiefs of this place have never received 
a farthing from Her Majesty's Crovemment for the 
Bappression of the slave trade. When I state also 
that in 1836, only twenty years ago, 13,850 tons were 
the whole amount of palm oil imported into England 
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from all WeBtem Africa ; whilst, from July, 1 854, to 
Jul^, 1855, more than 3,000 tone above that amoont 
have been sent from Bonny and Kew Kalabar, it may 
be seen how the commerce of this part of the world is 
increasing. 

In the list of ninety-nine ships entered oat fnaa 
LiTerpool to the Western Coast of Africa from 24th 
Sept. 1854, to 24th Sept 1855, the tonnage amonnted 
to 43,346 tons. As nearly all these are entered under 
the head of " Africa," it is imposBible to ascertain what 
was the amount respectively to any of the rivers. Bat 
the importance of the Btght of Biaira traffic may be 
learned from our knowledge that, between the same dates, 
there were imported into Liverpool, 50,672 casks of 
various wzea, of which nearly one half, 23,830, were 
brought from Bonny, and 2,850 from New Kalabar. 

As corroborative of the importance of the Bonny trade, 
I may mention that on the occasion of an official vi^ 
there in April, 1856, there were twenty-six vessels in 
both rivers, forming an a^regate of 13,216 tons. 

When it is added, that in Dec. 1855, there were 
upwards of forty vessels employed in the African trade 
from the port of Bristol, comprising an a^regate of 
about 10,000 tons, it is needless to point out how com- 
mercial operations in the Bight of Biafra are advan- 
cing. In Fernando Po, the palm oil export might be 
increased to 4000 or 6000 tons per year, for the island 
ia covered with palm trees. But the Aboriginal Fer- 
nandians are too lazy to do anything ; and so the palm 
nuts fall down to rot on the roads leading to their 
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towns. A few millions of yams in the year are re- 
ported to be produced from Fernando Fo. 

The trading operations in the rivers of the Bight of 
Biafra need a very serious change before they can be 
said to asBume a condition that promiees well for the 
commercial prosperity of each locality. It is my 
opinion, that Europeans coming oat solely to barter 
legitimately for the country's products, ought not to 
interfere in matters of local government, local preju- 
dices, or superstitions. The short interval that has 
elapsed (say thirty-six years), between the slave 
trading of former times and the legitimate commerce 
of our day, has not allowed the social and moral 
condition of the people to be changed pari pastu 
with the progress of that commerce. This is, uofor- 
ttmately, overlooked by our commercial representatives, 
that men who before were liable to be seized and sold 
any day in the market, as a puncheon of palm oil is 
disposed of now, are becoming independent traders, 
though not allowed to purchase their own freedom. 
Thus the kings and chiefs nisbing to keep these men 
down, and they not seeing why they should not reap 
the benefits of legitimate traffic ia their own country, 
the despotism of African monarche ia thereby some- 
times called into operation, more espeoially when the 
kings observe that those who were formerly slaves, and 
are still unenfranchised, are the most active and honest 
barterers to be found in the oil marketa, as at Old 
Kalabar, Boaay, and Kameroons. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



262 IMPBEBSIOKS OF WE3TEBN AFRICA. 

Hie fact, that of ibe 150 millions of population, 
vbicb (according to M'Queen) the continent of Africs 
contuns, three fourths are in a state of slaTery, and 
one fourth constitutes a despotic governing power, 
is the most puzzliog consideration with reference to 
anj- design for its civilisation ; and hence all matters 
connected with such a plan must be discussed in a 
light different from that in which we would judge of 
affiurs in a coimtry where freedom is the a^is of peace 
and comfort to all its inhabitants. 

The absence of regular industry in the culture of the 
8Cm1, even for domestic comforts, as well as a complete 
ignorance of mechanics and manufactures, must over 
exist where such a condition as this prevuls. Educated 
&om his childhood to look npon lus davee, not as 
his own flesh and blood, but as so many hoosehcJd 
chattels, the master regards them in the same light as 
our farmers do their cattle, to be sold or tised to thdir 
advantage. And we must not wonder at this, be- 
cause these men, in whom the light of reason or of 
religion has never been enkindled, rannot exercise 
reflection on tins or any other subject. Creatures of 
an impulse little above that of animal instinct, in the 
faculty of discerning between right and wrong on the 
subject they are as deficient as the slaves ; who, on the 
other hand, are made c<mBciou8, from the moment a 
dawn of intelligence gleams upon them, that they are 
their master's property, that they have no right to them- 
selves, and that they can be sold and torn fix>m their 
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parents — seat to the uttermost ends of the earth, at 
their owner's will and pleasure. 

The slave trade, being a growth of centuries, cannot 
be eradicated in a day by any act of parliament, or 
by any single plan, however excellent, or however 
feasible. As much as our age can do will be to 
clip its wings and extract its claws, leaving to a self- 
created spirit of emancipation, that must be indigenous 
to African soil, to effect its final overthrow. Nations, 
the most civilised of which the world's history gives us 
a record, have not grown to manhood in a single epoch. 
Hence, Africa, helpless as she is, — for in human pro- 
gresfl she is but an infant, — must have a fostering hand 
to help her upwards, and show her people how to make 
something of their country and themselves. There are 
three reasons why Great Britain should be foremost in 
this work : — 

First. — Because of the Christian character of its 
community, and its government. 

Second. — In consequence of the restitution it owes 
to Africa, for its many years' legitimisation of the slave 
trade. 

Third. — Because the exports from Great Britain to 
Africa, and the imports vice versd, exceed those used 
and gained by any other nation of the world in connec- 
tion with Africa. 

On all parts of the coast, or near the outlets of 
rivers, the British squadron, which has been actively 
engaged here for thirty-seven years, finds very few slave 
trading vessels to chase after or capture now. The 
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Fortugaese aod SpaDiarda to the north of Sierra Ijeone, 
and ID the neighbourhood of Lagos, are the only 
powers engaged in it, and with them its importance 
and conBequent profit are daily diminishing, eo closely 
are they watched by Her Majesty's cruisers. In the 
Bight of Biafra, a« recorded of Angola by Dr. Laving- 
Btone, " the time of the elave trade may be spoken of 
in the past tense." 

Kevertbeteee, it would appear, that the external as 
well as internal slave trade will only be effectually 
put an end to when the chiefs and masters in Africa 
are taught, and understand, how far more profitdjly to 
tbemaelvea tiiey can exercise slave labour in the culti- 
vation of tbeir soil, than by selling it.* They will 
then he brought to see, that it is not consistent with 
common sense, transporting away the native Africans 
to Brazil to cuJtivate and manulaeture sngar, to 
America to grow and pick cotton, to Cuba to aid in 
the tilling of tobacco, when the very same products can 
be obtained from their own ground at home. With 
this will be generated, also, a desire and a power 
amongst the slaves to work for their own emancipation, 
of their anxiety to do which I have evidence, in a fact 
communicated to me by the £ev. Mr, Crowther, that 
several hundred slaves have so purchased tbeir liberty 
at Abbeokuta. The immense increase in palm oil, and 
other exports from Africa, during the past ten years, 

* " To deal and traffic, not in the laboor of men, but in men tbem- 
selra, is to deTonr tbe root initead of enjojing tiie fruit of hnmui 
diligence." — Bubke, 
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will clearly disprove the fallacy that thb native Afiioans 
are averse to labour. At Sierra Leone, at Akra, at 
Lagos, and at Old Kalabar, I have met negroes thirst- 
ing for the knowledge to turn the reaourcea of their 
districts into the proper channel, but, unfortunately, 
no aid is nigh to give instruction to these aspiring 
men. 

No stronger evidence of the advantages of free 
labour need be given, than that educed by the observa- 
tions of the celebrated traveller. Dr. Livingstone. In 
a letter to the " Times," on the occasion of his recent 
visit to Kngland, Jie writes : — " The idea that the 
Africans could not produce cotton enough for the 
supply of England on their own soil, I very much 
suspect, » a Yankee notion too. Look at the insigni- 
iicant island of the Mauritius, 35 miles by 25 broad, 
a great piece of volcanic rock, with so little soil, that 
the boulders which covered it, must be placed in rows, 
as dry stone dykes, in order to get space for the sugar 
cane; the holes are made for the cane between the 
rows, and a little guano added, for without that there 
would be no sugar ; and when that part is exhausted, 
the dykes must all be moved on to the intervening 
spaoes. The labour must all be brought by colonial 
money from India, and then English enterprise pro- 
duces sugar equal in amount to one fourth of the 
entire consumption of Grreat Britain. The popuhttion 
of this wonderful little island, 200,000, is entirely &ee : 
the labourers, happy and comparatively free from the 
influence of caste, feel more friendly to Christianity and 
civilisation, and often return home as such men to spend 
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their after life in ease and qtiiet. Indeed, it is free 
labour vbich here, as in Angohi, produces the large 
supply of the articlee we need. The latter country 
coDtuos a population of 600,000 souls, and only from 
5 to 7 per cent, ate slaves." 

The people of Africa are slow in their habits of 
thinking, as well as of acting. When Europeans pay 
them a flying vimt, such as the voyage up the Tshadda- 
Binue, in 1854, they look upon it with distmstf be- 
cause they have not lime to comprehend it ; whereas, 
by making settlements, having goods to sell, whose 
addition to their comforts would become every day 
more perceptible to them, showing them by example 
how their land might be tilled to advantage, I have 
not the digbtest doubt that their faculties would soon 
be incited to emulation, and thus the great work of 
their civilisation would be commenced. 

All our anti-slave trade cruirang operations, all the 
treaties for the abolition of the heinous practice t^ 
bartering human beings, will prove of no avail in de- 
livering the great Laocoon of Africa out of the grasp 
of those two enormous serpents, Ignorance and Su- 
perstition, with their attendant barbarity, under whose 
power she is stru^linjg, till Christianity and civilisa- 
tion work hand in band for her delivery. Not the 
civilisation — too much of which I regret to believe is in 
existence — calculated to create distrust on the part of 
the natives towards Europeans ; but a spirit of com- 
merce founded upon equity, and joined with conscien- 
tiousness, that will induce the untutored Afiican to 
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believe there ie a reality in our Christian profeeeionB. 
Such a syetem alone will realise the development of 
peace, comfort, and happiness to them, as well as 
lead in time to the commercial prosperity of Great 
Britain. 
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The information communicated to me in the following letter, 
concerning the countrieB interior to Lagos, ia from the pen 
of the Rev. Samuel Crowther, a miseionar^r of the Established 
Church. 

My first acquaintance vith the Rev. Mr. Ooirther, whom 
I feel a pride and pleasure in calling mj friend, was in our 
fellow-paasengerehipon board the S.S. "Pleiad," in the Niger 
Expedition of 1854; and his mild and gentle bearing, with 
his enlarged Christian views and manly intelligence on all 
subjects he conversed about, made me at first inclined to 
believe the history of bis having been liberated from a slave 
ship by Capt. Leake of H.M.S.S. "Myrmidon," in 1822, 
when he was only thirteen years old, as something akin to a 
fairy tale.* 

I do not know any one who is a more perfect illustration 
of Mrs. Stowe'st idea of "the wonderful and beautiful deve- 
lopment locked up in the Ethiopisn race," than the B«v. Mr. 

■ Vide AbbeoknU, or Sniiriec with the Tropics, liy Mis* Tucker. 
London, Nisbet and Co. 1S53. 
t Dred, p. 17. 
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CrowtLer. The obaervatioDs and opinionB ia thii c 
nication are well deBerviitg of serious thonght with all 
persons who have an interest ia the development of the in- 
dustrial resonrcea of his country. And I have no heaitaiion 
in giving it m ray opinion, that it is chiefly men of the race 
and qualities to be found in the Rev. Mr. Crowther that are 
the best helpers to this work, and the most likely to com- 
mence it SQCcesiffully, be such an epoch at hand or in the 
womb of futurity. 

Rcutiaritiet of the CoutUriet interior to Lagot. 

Lagos, Sepumber lOdi, 18K. 
My dear Sir, 

This part of the country, of which Lagos in the Bight of 
Benin is the seaport, is generally known by the name of 
Toruba country, extending from this Bight to within two 
or three days' journey to the banks of the Niger. This coun- 
try comprises many tribes, governed by their own chiefs 
and having their own laws. At one time they were all tri- 
butary to one sovereign, the King of Yoruba, including Benin 
on the east, and Dahomey on the west, but are now inde- 
pendent. 

The principal tribes into which this kingdom is divided, 
are as follows. The £gbadoa : this division includes the Otta 
and Lagos near the sea coast, forming a belt of country on 
the bank of the lagoon in the forest, to Ketu on the border 
of Dahomey. The next division is Eetn and Shabe, on the 
border of Dahomey on the west; then the Ijebu on the east, 
on the border of Benin ; then the Egbas of the forest, now 
known by the name of Egba of Abbeokuta; then come 
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Toruba Proper, northward in the plain; Ife, !Qesha, Ijatno, 
Efou, Ondo, Idoko, Igbomna, and Ado near the banks of the 
Niger, from which a creek or stream, a little below Iddah, ie 
called Do or Ido River. 

Water facility for conveyance of goods and produce from 
the interior, is rather rare in the Toruba country, but there 
are some streams, if properly snrveyed, which would prove 
of immense advantage to commerce. 

I would first mention the rivers lyewa and Opara, both of 
which fall into the lagoon, the former a few miles above 
Badagry, which was partly navigated by the Landers when 
they started from Badagry on their journey to the Yoroba 
country and the Kiger. If explored, this river might be 
navigable for boats and canoes to some distance inland 
towards the industrious Egbado tribe, through whose district 
it runs at the back of one of their villages, called Ijakaoke, 
where it is crossed as one goes to Ketu. It waa about three 
feet deep in the dry season when I crossed it. The Opara 
runs between Ketu and Dahomey, and is navigable for 
canoes and boats to some distance inland westward ; from all 
I conld gather by information it runs through a country 
abounding with palm trees, by which hundreds of tons of 
palm oil and other produce might be floated down to the coast 
instead of slaves, as it is now used by the King of Dahomey. 

Besides the Ognn Kiver, on which hundreds of tons of 
palm oil, cotton, and other produce are floated down to 
Ijagos, there is a similar river eastward of Lagos in the 
Ijebn country, known at the entrance into the lagoon as 
Falma Biver. It is crossed in the Toruba country, where 
it is called Oson, and if explored might prove a valuable 
facility from Toruba Proper through Ijebu country, as the 
Ogun Bitrer is through the Egba country. It is said the 
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Dfttires, through superstition, never navigate Has water 
except crosswise, which necessity compels tbem to do. 
Judging from the point it is crossed in the interior on 
the waj to IleriQ, apwarde of & hundred miles above its 
month, this river, which hu been washing its waters into 
the lagooD undisturbed, enshrouded in the boeom of thick 
forest through which it mns to the coast, if explored, might 
give a new impetus to commerce in this Bight. The advan- 
tsge of exploring this river has of late engaged the attention 
of some enterprising persons, if encouraged to carry it out. 

The people away from slave trading influence on the coast 
are very industrious ; their chief occnpation ia farming and 
trading. The male population attend to the former and the 
female the latter, but a large portion of men do give port of 
their time to trading also, and others pursue it altogether as 
their chief work. They have no means of carrying their 
produce to the coast except on the head, and that from a 
distance of one to two hundred miles from the interior. 
Since the opening of the Ogun River from Abbeoknta to 
Lagos, this drawback to conveyance of goods has been re- 
moved in a great measure, and great impetus has been given 
to the palm oil trade through that channel. If the Falma 
River can be made use of in like manner, what an increase of 
trade nonld be enconraged in this Bight from the interior 1 

Forwant of better means of conveyance than men's heads, 
immense tanks, unportable by human strength, have been 
cut into pieces to facUitate their carriage to the coast from 
the interior. There are a great many horses in the country 
whichcost onlyatan average of 101. to ISI.each. With a small 
outlay, cart and waggon roads can very easily be made from 
one principal trading town to another, and we may infer from 
the readiness with which the people load canoes with oil and 
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other produce tnm Abbeokuta to Lagos, that & cart or 
waggon comptny would very readily recover their outiaj, 
and make a handsome profit on such an enterprise. The 
facility with which carriage roads can be made in this Goantry 
ia another inducement. The country being undulating, 
makes a few small bridges necessary, and this among forests 
of timber trees ; but to a very great distance the road runs 
through level plains ; nothing is wanting but to widen tiie 
path, and the cart road ia made. In this way one might 
travel with facility from Abbeokuta to the banks of the Niger 
in a few days, and thus a chain of connection will be formed 
both by land and by the River Niger, making Babba the 
tipper trading establishment, in addition to that at the con- 
fluence of the Kworra and Tshadda rivers below. Thus a 
highway would be opened in this country by land from 
Abbeokuta through ^aye, Ago, Ogbomosa, Bonn, and to 
Babba, a distance of about one hundred and sixty miles. 

From the great interest the natiye chiefs take in trade, if 
employed, they will expedite the work, and oonsider it a 
great favour to be thus employed. Jealousy and fear of 
each other prevent their moving to do anything of them- 
selves, however desirable they may see the thing to he. 
The present time is moat favourable, since they have Che 
missionaries to back them in making peace with one another. 
Those who had such a disposition, but dared not come for- 
ward for fear of others, have been emboldened through 
them to put in practice what otherwise they would have 
been afraid to speak of. So it is in the case of road im- 
provement. Abbeokuta would not do it, ^aye would not do 
it ; but no sooner was it proposed by the missionaries, and 
tome remuneration was promised to the labourers, than it 
was at once agreed upon by the chiefs of both places. How 
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mnch more wilt the;^ not be likely to join hand to band 
when the Bnbject is proposed to tbero by higher inflneace, 
and shown to them that it is for their own iatereats. 

The beet way to draw oat the resonrces of this coantrj' 
wonld be the exploration of those streams leading to the 
interior, and the improvement of the roads for traffic to the 
banks of the Birer Niger, making Itdtha tht upptr e»ta- 
bHthment, in addition to that of the confluence. 

ITie chief produce of this country is, red palm-oil, made 
from the red pulp of the palm-nuts; the palm-oil made from 
the kernel, shea-batter from nuts of shea-trees, ground^nnts, 
beniseed, and cotton in abundance, and ivory : all these are 
readily procured for European markets. 

Tlie religion of the conntry is heathenism, bat Moham- 
medanism has been making rapid pr<%ress among the people 
since the kingdom has been split into independent states 
through slave wars. A portion of the Tomba conntry is 
governed by Mohammedans, and subject to the sultan at 
Sokoto. Their principal town and capital ia Bonn, whence 
they travel into different parts of the country making prose- 
lytes, at the same time carrying on active slave wars and 
slave trade all over the country. 

The idolatroQS worship of the heatheoa is similar through- 
out the country. There is an established religion connected 
with government, which is the worship of the dead, or their 
deceased ancestors, — the secret of which every male ia 
acqnunted with, and is bonnd to keep the female ign(a*ant 
of, on pain of death on its being revealed to the weaker sex. 
Thus it has become a law sacred to be observed by all the 
male population throughout the land. Notwithstanding their 
national enmity against each other, yet this religious law is 
observed inviolate during those times of bitter rancour and 
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revenge, at the time of slave wara vrbich depopulated the 
Yoruba country. 

The people are very superatitioas ; besides the worship of 
their deceased ancestors, they worship the gods of thnnder 
and lightniog, the devil, snakes, rivers, some particular 
trees, the while ant hills, and rocks with caves, in which 
they suppose the spirits of the gods dwell. To these objects 
of worship sacrifices of bullocks, goats and sheep, fowls and 
pigeons are made, and sometimes human beings also. Since 
the last ten years Christian missionariea have directed their 
efforts to the conversion of the heathen population, which 
have been attended with encouraging succesB. 

The present seat of the King of Yoruba is Ago, otherwise 
called Oyo, after the name of the old capital, which was 
visited by Clapperton and Lauder. 

A king is acknowledged, and his person held sacred ; his 
wives and children are highly respected. Any attempt of 
violence against the king's person, or of the royal family, or 
any act of wantonness with the wives of the king, is 
punished with death. There are no written laws, but such 
laws and customs as bave been handed from their ancestors, 
especially tboae respecting relative duties, have become es- 
tablished laws. 

The right to the throne is hereditary, but exclusively in 
the male line, or the male issue of the king's daughters. 

Tbe government is absolute, but it has bees much modi- 
fled since the kingdom has been divided into many inde- 
pendent states by slave wars, into what may be called a 
limited monarchy, as the king is assisted in making laws 
and deciding matters by the elders, of whom six are the 
principal leading men, called Iweffa. The same is observed 
nearly in all the petty states. 
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The bnilding of the king's palsce is throvn upon the 
nation, who Te&rly contribnte nuiterialfl for thU purpose. 
The king is not Bnpported by any fixed or standing rerenae, 
except is feea, custom, and tribute pud by his subjeeta. It 
was the king's prerogatiTe in old time to make war, and that 
every third year : and a certain portion of the al&Tes and 
spoils taken in such wars were due to Mm. He employs 
some of hie people in trade, and others in agriculture. 

Murder is paniehed with death; manslaughter, if well 
attested as accident, may escape with heavy fine. Serious 
theft is punished with death; petty tbefls with whipping 
and fine, and if it becomes habitual, the thief is liable to be 
sold away out of the countiy, — something like banishment. 

An nnchaete young woman is branded with disgrace, 
and her character suffers for ever. Adultery is fined with a 
heavy sum of cowries 

Parents are respected by their children, by whom they 
are cared for and provided in their old age ; tliey think their 
duty towards their parents is not completed till they can 
give them honourable burial after death. 

The system of pawning is prevalent in this country. In 
case of distress for icowries, one or more members of the 
family is pawned for a certain sum, from 20,000 to 60,000 
cowri^ according to the age and ability of the person 
pawned to work his time, as the interest for that sum ; or by 
fixing the interest, if paid in cowries, at 200 cowries every 
fifth day, 400 every ninth, or 800 cowries at every seven- 
teenth day, for every sum of 2(^000 cowries principal in 
loan. When the pnndpal advanced is paid, the interest by 
labour or cowries ceases. 

During the time of pawn service, the person so pawned, 
though he may reside in the house of his pawnee, if a young 
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Jierson, is not looked upon aa the property of the lender 
of the money. In time of sickness, or if he commits any 
crime, he is sent oyer to his relatiTee, who are respon- 
sible for the money doe, and who abo mast hear the con- 
sequences of the state of his health and of hie bad condnct. 
Thia makes a great difference between a slave and a pawti. 

The system of pawn, as it is practised in this country, has 
proved beneficial to thousands of families since slave wars 
broke oat with nnbounded fury. 

It is very often the case that after war has destroyed a 
town, not only all the property is lost, bnt a large por- 
tion of a family is also taken captive to be sold into foreign 
slavery. Those who fortunately escape being caught, have 
no other resoorce to ransom thdr captured relatives, bnt 
this expedient, — to pawn a certain number of the family 
for as many cowries as they need to ransom their captured 
relatives from going into foreign slavery. Thus thousands 
have been kept from being removed ont of the country. 

By conjoint persevering labour, they will soon pay the 
loan, and free themselves from their debts. Hence origi- 
nated that significant proverb among the Tonibas, under the 
word Ete in my Yoraba vocabulary, which runs thus : — 
Avnete aimero nt imu enia tneffa uinffba egbaffa, " Want of 
consideration and forethought made six persons pawn them* 
selves for six dollars;" whereas, instead of taking six loans 
of one dollar each, if one of them had been put in pawn to 
work the interest of the loan of six dollars, the remaining 
Bve persons would have pat their energy together to work 
out, and soon pay the principal 

The system of saving clnbs ia universal in the Yoruba 
country. The cowries so saved are not hoarded np, bnt pnt 
into immediate nse. For instance, if there is a club of 50 
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persons, each member hae to contribute at the rate of 10 
strings, or 400 cowries, every seventeenth day, at which time 
SOO strings, or 2(^000 cowries are collected. This aam is at 
OBce delivered to a member of the clab who ia most needj, 
to make nse of as he desires. Thas it ia continued till all 
the members have taken their share, and the ronnd of 50 ia 
wound up ; this is a great inducement to industry, and the 
prevention of waste and infrugality. 

Sometimes the members may consist of men and women, 
but moat commonly each aex form separate clubs of them- 
selves. 

Since Lagos baa ceaaed to be a slave port, trade has 
greatly increased ; large farms have been culUrated ; many 
"persons have become much better off than they were 
daring the time the slave trade prevailed in the country. 
Were the coercive meaaore adopted since 1851, to put 
an end to the trade on this coast, followed np, nothing 
more would have been heard of it now in this Bight; but it 
Still exists, and is carried on at Fato Novo, Whydah, and 
Little Popo, westward of Lagos. Those chiefs with whom 
treaties have been made by Her Mtyesty'e Giovemment, are 
not faithful to their engagements ; they consider the papers 
they signed as if they were mere waste paper; hence 
the slave trading portion of the inhabitants of the country 
are using every possible means to unsettle the minds of those 
who have given it up through the influence of the British 
Government. Not long ago the King of Dahomey sent 
large presenta of slaves and other things to the Torubee of 
Ijaye, Ago, and Ilorin, to ask their combination with him 
against the destruction of Abbeokuta, because it waa throngh 
that place the white men have got a footing in the country, 
and the progress of tbeir slave traffic has been obstmcted ; 
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hence the destructioD of Abbeokuta would insure agaia 
the revival of the slave trade, which tbe^ now bo much mias. 
This was the sabatflnce of hia wicked message, but the 
people of llorin being of better mind, betrajed the mess^e 
and the messengers to the King of Abbeokuta. 

If these slave ports above mentioned had been effectually 
stopped, the King of Dahomej would be less heeded in the 
interior ; in fact, be would have no room for such inNuuations 
to poison the minds of the better part of this country. 

I hope these brief notices will be of some use to you in 
the execution of your work. In which I wish you all 
success and popular sympathy. 

My dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

Sauuel Cbowther. 
S. J. HntcMnson, Esq. 
H. B. M. ConauL 
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Aix those who have regarded with ioterest the commercial 
adTsacement of Africa during the last twenty T^btb, will 
hare observed that, op to this period, the cnhiTadon of cottcot 
has not manifested as marked a featnre of that progreuive 
conditioD as might have been expected from what is koowQ 
of the capacity of the soil for iti cttltnre. 

Up most of the rivers within my jorisdictioa — these 
rivers forming the main onlJetB from Central Africa — it is 
very partiallj tilled ; and at those places only for domestic 
use. Indeed, it cannot bo said to be raised in any territory 
where the natives have access to British traders to exchange 
their palm oil for British manufactured goods. Hence, in 
these localities, the chiefs do not onderstand the mode of 
Getting about its culture; nor can they appreciate its money 
Titlne in the market ; though the soil in their territories is 
as suited to its growth, and the means of transit for the 
produce by water power more available, than it ever can be 
at any seaboard port like Lagos. 

With the opinion of Lord Palmerston in a late debate on 
African affairs in the Hoase of Lords, I fully C4dQcide, when 
his Lordship observed : " It is quite evident, that if pains 
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were taken by the capitaliete and mercbBiita of England to 
obtain a supply of cotton from thence, Africa would, in a 
short period, become quite aa prolific a source of supply as 
any other part of the globe." 

I confess myself as anxious as any person for the arrival 
of that time anticipated by a writer in the " Manchester 
Courier," July 19ch, 1856; that "It would be a proud 
position for the cotton manufacturers of Lancashire to be 
placed in to be able to say ; ' We are importing cotton from 
the coast of Africa by means of onr own enterprise, and we 
shall become, in the course of a few years, less dependent 
upon the American cotton, which competes with onr manu- 
facturers in its own market.' " 

Hopeful as are the expectations of some gentlemen in 
Hanchester, as to Lagos becoming a successful location for 
the exportation of cotton, I regret to say that my opinions on 
the subject do not at all coincide with theirs. Kot that I 
hare any doubts of the industry ot superior knowledge in 
the process of cultiration attained by the people of Toruba. 
But it is a judgment founded upon general as well aa my 
own observations of Lagos, that if every man, woman, and 
child in the large districts of Abbeoknta, Ibadan, Ijaye, Ago, 
Ogbomoso, Ilorin, and others, all in the Toruba country 
interior to Lagos, were to produce and prepare 100 bales of 
cotton every day, the Lancashire market could not depend 
upon its being shipped securely from Lagos during a period 
of more than three or four months of the year. A surging 
tide is ever breaking across that bar, even in the calmest 
weather; and we are constantly hearing accounts of canoes 
upsetting, and their occupants being devoured initanter by 
the remorseless shaiki. 

The first point being established, that the soil and climate 
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on every part of the west coaBt of Afrioa are fitted for- 
groviog cotton, the next to be considered ig, what are 
the obstacles to be overcome in attaining the object of 
having our cotton cultivated in a coantr^ where, with its 
culture, other blesungs of civilisation may be introduced, 
and a system of edacation bronght in, that will be the Barest 
mode of eradicating the slave trade, by employing the soper- 
abandant serfs of Africa in tilling their own land ? If snch 
a condition of improvement be expected to arise amongst 
the people themselves, from tlie fact that the Yorubans, the 
inhabitants of one district, are active in its nortore, many 
ages will pass away before any healthy change snch aa 
wished for may take place so as to be (xinHdered nniversal. 
The people, as a general rul<^ are not averse to labour. 
Their natural indolence may be attributed to the combina- 
tion of facts already stated. 

Any one who has studied the peculiaritiea of the native 
African will see that, beyond all uncivilised tribes of whom 
ancient or modem history gives ns a record, his character is 
pre-eminently commerciaL Even the Krumen, with wh<Mn 
slavery has never been known to exist, except in one sliape, 
make that — I blush for them in writing it — a financial con- 
sideration! The more wives a Kruman is able to buy from 
neighbouring nations, the higher is he looked to as a stock- 
exchange model, after his cotintiy fashion. 

The palm oil mannfacture being established on the ex- 
terior at the mouths of the rivers, it is from the inner 
countries that for many years the cotton must be expected 
to come. The majority of nations interior to the Niger 
understand the cultivation of the plant, but they do not 
know its market value, nor the mode of preparing it for 
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exportation to England. King Eyo Honesty of Old Kalabar 
is moBt anxioQS for some one to go to bis country and teach 
hiin the cultivation of cotton and sugar-cane, for the pro- 
duction of both of which bis territory is adapted, as well as 
palm oiL 

Whether it be for present or future henelit, I consider 
this a very suitable opportunity to lay before the public 
a synoptical account of a paper given to me by Mr. James 
Lees, formerly of Soutbport, and now of Eastbourne in 
Sussex. It is entitled — "1st. On the Six Months' Courses 
of Seasons in the Tropics. 2nd. Their Astronomical Cause. 
3rd. Their Effects upon Animal and Vegetable Life. Also, 
appended thereto, 4tb. Some Suggestions upon the Culture 
of the Cotton Plant in Western Africa." 

The essay is too lengthy for iosertion, verbatim el literatim, 
in this work. Of the first three parts I can only give an 
analysis, as proving bow they bear on the fourth, whicb I 
purpose to lay before the reader in full. 

Mr. Lees, in his preamble, notices the fact of two fruit* 
bearing, as well as two flower-bearing seasons occurring in 
tropical countries during the year. This is proved by early 
writers, as well as by more recent authors, English and 
fVench writers on astronomy. My chief reason for directing 
attention to it is, that, Mr. Lees' theory being correct, it will, 
when cotton cultivation comes to be an established fact in 
Africa, prove the possibility of double crops in'the year, 
from the existence of two seasons. 

In the second part he sets out by showing the incorrect- 
ness of the present mode of making a meteorological partition 
of tropical eeaeons, by dividing them into wet and dry. 
He writes, ** It is by astronomy, and not by meteorology — 
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hj the position of the son, and not by tbe state of the 
weather, that the jear mnat be divided, if we woald eor- 
rectlf deterniine the conrsea of the seasons, eitherwithin the 
tropica, or in any other part of the earth." 

1st. He proves, bj a quotation from the French astro- 
nomer La Place*, that there are six months' courses of 
seasons within the tropics, and twelve months' seasons 
beyond them. 

2nd. That every six months' conrse of season b^ins at a 
solstice, and so does every twelvemonths' course. 

3n]. That the nx months' courses of the seasons are only 
perfectly developed at the equator, their imperfection in- 
creasing on receding from it (the equator), natil they cesae 
to exist, and merge into a twelvemonth's coiB^e at the tro- 
pical lines. This explanation is better in his own words, 
with his own iUustration : — 

" This main distiDctioii between the twelve months' and 
six months conrses, proceeds from the fact that, the ascents 
and descents of the sun's mid-day path in the twelve months' 
conrses of the season, are everywhere equal ; that is to say, 
the ascent is everywhere equsl to the descent; whilst the 
ascents and descents in the six months' courses are not 
equal anywhere except at the equator. In every other place 
within the tropics they are unequal. There is a long and 
short ascent each year, as well as a long and short descent ; 
and these' ascents and descents become more and more uii> 
equal ss the equator is receded from, until the short ascent 
of one of the two courses in the year, with the short descent 
of the other, totally disappear ; the two six months' courses 
merging into one twelve months* coarse at the tropical lines. 

* Sjttem of ilw Worid (Qsrts'i Tran*.) t<^ 1. pp. 9, 10. 
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" The following diagram shows the two six months' courses 
of seasons in the year at Sierra Leone. 
■ « liet p be Sierra Leone in 8° 30' N. 4at. 

" «, J, z, D, 8, points in the plane of the meridian. 

*' N, the north point of the horizon. 

" s, the south point. 

" D, the mid-day position of the 
snn at the December solstice. 

" J, hie mid-day position at the / 
June solstice. 

" z, the senitb. 

" At Sierra LeonCi then, the long ascent of the sun's mid- 
day path is from d to z, or from Dec. 2Ut to April 12^ tho 
day of the first zeoitli passage ; and the short descent ia 
from z to J, or from April 12th to June 21st ; which ascent 
and descent tt^ether constitute one of the two six months' 
courses of seasons in the year. The short ascent of the 
sun's path is from j to ^ or from June 2Iat to August 31st, 
the day of the second zenith passage : and the long descent 
is from z to d, or from August 31st to Dec. 21st ; and this 
ascent and descent together constitute the other of the two 
six months' courses of seasona in the year. 

" I would here remark, that the effect of the above-named 
chief distinctive feature of the six months' courses of seasons 
upon vegetable life will be, that at the equator alone, all 
trees and shrubs can perfect their two crops of blossoms and 
fruit every year ; in every other part of the tropics there 
will be imperfection. So that, soon after receding from the 
equator towards tbe tropical lines, some of the trees and 
shrubs will Stul to perfect both of their crops of f^uit. One 
of the crops will be inferior to the other; and on receding 
farther from the equator, tbe number of those which fail 
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will increase i and on receding still farther, some of th« 
trees and shrubs will bear two cropa of blossonts, but only 
one crop of fruit every year ; in places at or near to the 
tropical lines one crop of fruit only, without anj second 
crop of blossoms. Moreover, in all places within the tropics, 
most of the trees and shrubs will yield a superior crop of 
fruit in that six months' course of seasons in which there is 
the long ascent of the sun." 

Another proof of this ascent and descent of the sun 
forming the two seasons within the tropics is given by 
Mr. Lees, having reference to the sun's midnight path, and 
of the consequent more intense darkness of summer nights 
in inter-tropical than in extra-tropictU countries. 

The solstices, or commencement of summers, are swd to 
begin in June and December. 

Of the influence of these seasons upon animal lif^ as of 
migration, incubation, and moulting of birds; lambing and 
kidding of sheep and goat, with other like phenomena, oe- 
currinff twice a year, I do not conceive this to be an ap> 
propriate place for comment, as I am not compiling a pnrely 
scientific work. 

It is to vegetation that I wish to confine myself, and 
therefore deem the following quotation an apposite one 
here : — 

" The eflect of this distinction npon vegetable life will be 
to make a less interval than six months between the recur- 
rence of the phenomena which take place in the summer, in 
all places within the tropics, except at the equator ; and the 
interval will be less in proportion as the place is situate 
farther from the equator. But as regards those phenomena 
that take place very early in the six months' course^ and so 
may be said to occur rather in the winter than in the 
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Br, this distinctive feature will have but little effect 
upon them ; the iDterval between them will not diminish 
{for the solstitial points are fixed, and never approach each 
other as the zenith passages do), and the periods of their 
recurrence will be six months asunder, even in tropical 
countries far removed from the equator." 

Chiefly from a work entitled " Hortus Malabaricus," com- 
piled by Van Eheede, the Dutch Governor of Malabar, 
Mr. Lees adduces several proofs of the twice-a-year bearing 
of many vegetables in that part of India. From other 
writers like proofs are given of the same thing occurring in 
tropical America, in the West India islands, in Dutch, 
French, and British Guiana, and in tropical Africa. 

The following " Suggestions upon the Culture of the 
Cotton Plant in Western Africa," I consider of sufficient 
Importance to give in full. 

' " Notwithstanding the cotton plant in tropical countries, 
where it is not destroyed by frost, continues to be productive 
for several years, yet some varieties of it, even in those 
conntries, are cultivated as annuals. But the latter kinds 
remain under culture, more generally, about three years ; so 
that those most proper to be grown, as articles of export in 
Western Africa, should probably be so treated. 

" A knowledge of the habits of the cotton plant, and of 
the tropical seasons, enables us to state that the plant when 
cultivated as a perennial will bear two crops a year in such 
parts of Western Africa aa are suitable for it ; and yet^ as 
the cotton plant is one of those tropical shrubs which are not 
deciduous, but which, bearing upon the new wood, have a 
constant succession of new shoots, and have always upon 
them both blossoms and fruit in all stages of growth, its 
double harvests will run into each other, unless prevented 
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from doing so b; falla of rain. But merely to knoir the 
hftbits of the plant and the seasoas of the tropica, is far froia 
bfflog sufficient for the saccesaful culture of cotton in anj 
tropical country ; an accorate acquaintaace with the state of 
the weather throughout the year, as derived from long ex- 
perience, and by which the natives in each particular 
locality regulate their agricultural practice, and determine 
the proper times for sowing, as well for most of the other 
operations of agriculture, is absolutely indispensable. Con- 
sequently, the growing of cotton in Western Airica, as the 
supply of the British market, would be, in all probability, 
carried on the most succesafully by native CDltivators. 

" For promoting the culture of cotton for export in 
Western Africa, the moat effectual way would appear to be 
for merohants, or persons in Britain, and especially those in 
the manufacturing districts, to stimulate it, by buying firom 
the natives all the superior cotton they grow. As aux- 
iliaries to this method, there might be, in the commence- 
ment of the culture, a supplying of the native cultivators 
with a good kind of seed, and with a proper cleaning im- 
plement i bnt these to be snxiUaries only ; and the main 
thing to be the buying of the cotton at a fair price. In the 
buying, it may very likely be found necessary to make long 
contracts } since the natives are so exceedingly poor they 
cannot afford to sow a plant requiring a three years' culture 
(and particularly if its produce is unsuitable for home us^ 
as that of a superior cotton plant might be), unless they can 
be sure of a market for the whole period. Therefore, in 
order that the culture should be vigorously promoted, the 
buyers may have to enter into contracts with the natives, to 
take from them all their superior cotton, at a certain fixed 
and fur price, for a term of three years. 
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" That the above Buggestion, as to the buying of the 
cotton in Western Africa, is not made on insufficient grouDd?, 
may be seen from what has taken place in another country. 
In British India, whilat, on the one hand, the Agri-Horti- 
cultural Society of Calcutta — by a mere distribution of the 
best varieties of seed, though continued during many years, 
but unaccompanied by the buying of the produce from the 
native cultivators — have failed in mating ihe culture of any 
of those varieties take root in any part of India, on the other 
hand, the native cotton manufacturers in the extreme south of 
India— by buying ibe produce of a superior variety called the 
Bourbon cotton plant, the seed of which was introduced into 
India by the East India Company about the beginning of the 
present century — have succeeded in making the culture of 
that variety become rooled in their own neighbourhood, and 
in obtaining a supply of it from year to year. I will add, I 
have strong reasons for believing, that if the British cotton 
manufacturers would only follow a good example, and buy 
at a fair price in India the produce of the Bourbon plant, 
they might greatly extend that culture which the Indian 
cotton manufactuTers have already established ; and, as the 
produce of the Indian grown Bourbon plant is superior to 
that of the native Indian, and even to that of the Indian 
grown New Orleans, they might thus oWain a supply of an 
article highly suitable for the general requirements of the 
British cotton trade. 

"Auxiliary to the purchase of the cotton, is the supply of 
a good kind of seed. Probably the best kind for Western 
Africa, is that of some superior long-stapled variety of the 
plant, as the seed of the Egyptian plant, or of the Sea 
Islands, or, it may be, of some native plant ; for, the pro- 
duce of snperior long-stapled varieties has the advantaige of 
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always commanding tbe highest price in (be British market. 
But whatever kind of seed is selected, it should be such aa 
is suitable for the feeding of cattle; as then the value of 
the seed will pay for the ezpeiwe of the cleaning ; and, in 
fact, the seed of some of the cotton that is even now grown 
in Central Africa possesses this good quality in remarkable 
perfection ; for we are told by Capt. Clapperton, that at 
Eouba ' Cotton seed bruised is very much used for feeding 
sheep, bullocks, asses, aad camels. These animala soon 
become extremely ftHid of it; it is an excellent food for 
fattening them.'* Consequently, cotton seed which is ao 
thickly coated with fuzz as that of the New Orleans plant, 
atid is thereby rendered almost unfit for cattle food (and, 
indeed, is never used, even in the United States, for feeding 
cattle), is scarcdy suitable fur culture in Western Africa. 
Moreover, the seed of which choice is made should produce 
a seed-cotton, yi^dingagood per ceatage of clean cotton; it 
should yield at the least twenty-eight per cent There is, then, 
the further auxiliary of a proper cleaning implement. In truth, 
the introduction of a better implement into Western Africa 
than the one in present use, would appear to be requisite. 
An iron spindle is apparently the only thing now generally 
used for cleaning cotton throughout the whole of tropical 
Africa. We are iaformed by Mungo Park that the Man- 
dingo women ' prepare the cotton for spinning, by laying it 
in small quantities at a time upon a smooth stone or piece 
of board, and rolling the aeeda out with a thick iron 
spindle.'f Capt. Clapperton says that the same implement 



* Denbam and Clapperton JoomaJ, p. 6. 
t Trarels, 1799, p. 2S1. 
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is used in Central Africa.* Mr. Charles Johnston found it ia 
use in AbjBsinia.! Yet^ though tbia mde implement ought 
certainlj to be superaeded, fairness towards it requires the 
remark that it maintains its ground, and is to this day in 
general use, under the name of the foot roller, in an exten- 
sive district on the table-land of Central India. But it must 
give way to the roller gin or churka, which is altogether a 
superior implement, and of which there are manj different 
kinds, from the most espensive of all, with two fly-wheels of 
iron, as used on the Sea Island cotton plantations of the 
United States, to the cheapest of all, without any fl^-wheel, 
and made entirely of wood, in common use amongst the 
natives of the Indian presidency of Madras. As to the saw 
gin, it is too expensive an implement to be generally used 
in Western Africa; besides it has too powerful an action for 
any kind of cotton except the New Orleans, and particularly 
for cotton of a long staple, to which it is exceedingly in- 
jurious. The necessary use of this costly implement is a 
great impediment to the introduction of the culture of New 
Orleans cotton into any tropical country; for the fibre of 
that variety of the plant adheres so firmly to the seed, as to 
make the use of the saw gia in the cleaning perfectly in- 
. dispensable. 

" The cotton plant is not an annual. In Western Africa 
and other tropical places, where it is not destroyed by frost, 
it continues to be productive for many years. It is one of 
those tropical shrubs which are not deciduous, but wliich bear 
upon the new wood, and have a constant succession of new 
shoots, and have at all times upon them both blossoms and 
fruit. 

* Denham and Clapperton Journal, p, 60. 

t Travels in Southern AbjMinia, voL iLp..33S. 
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" It hu a tap-root, which it strikes rnanj feet deep into 
the earth. 

" Its native home ie in the tropics, on lands neorlj upon a 
level with tlie sea, so that the coast lands of Western Africa 
are a locality bighl;^ suitable for it; and on them it will 
grow most luxuriantly, and will be veiy productive. 

" With T^ard to the cultivation of the cotton plant in 
Western Africa, though it must be in conformity with the 
above habits, yet it cannot be carried on upon trne prin- 
ciples without a knowledge of the course of the seasons. 

" By what has been before stated respecting the astrono- 
mical division of the year, there would appear to be in 
Western Africa two sowing times in the year, — one of them 
about the period of the December solstice, or perhaps a little 
earlier, and the other rather before the June solstice — the 
best time being that before the December solstice. 

" And for the same reason, there would appear to be two 
pruning times in the year, which times will be at the same 
periods as those for sowing ; for at those periods, the plant 
is the least productive, there being then the least solar in- 
flaence. In Western Africa there will be a necessity for 
pruning the plant, in order to keep it down to a height 
convenient for picking. 

" The cotton plant evidently requires for its tap-root a 
considerable depth of light or sandy soil. 

" The seed should not be sown too deep ; the depth of an 
inch and a half is sufficient. 

" The proper distance at which the plant should be sown 
must be ascertained by experience, for the proper distances 
between the rows as well as between plant and plant will 
depend entirely on the size of the plants. 

" It is very desirable that the results of all attempts to 
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cultivate ihe cotton plant in any tropical country, on how- 
ever small a scale these attempts may have been, should be 
published in Manchester ; and it would be well if the pub- 
lication of these results stated : — 

" 1st. The number of plants in an acre, or in any pro- 
portionate part of an acre. 

" 2nd. The weight of seed-cotton annually produced in an 
acre, or in any proportionate part of an acre. 

*' Srd. The average weight of seed-cotton in a pod. In 
the United States, as we are informed by Dillne, the 
planter's quarter-acre is a plot of land 105 feet each way, 
and the planter's acre, or four of these quarter-acres, is 210 
feet each way." 

These obaervationa of Mr. Lees ought to form a hand- 
book for all persons attempting the culture of cotton in 
Western Africa. 
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The Dibeaseb of the Natitx Atkicakb. 

In the mqority of stations in the Bight of Biafra, a medical 
moo has verf little opportunity of practice in those diseases 
which prevail amongst the natives. With Pagan as well as 
Mahomedan races, their chief confidence is placed in the 
healing power of a ju-jn. fetish, or gri-gri, as the faith of 
some of our old women at home in charms. 

There is very little difierence between the organic dis- 
orders of black and white men, save in those which affect 
the skin, and in the intensity of the morbid symptoms by 
comparison. Hence, the excreting and secreting functions 
of the skin being more active, stronger stimulants and 
detergents are required than those used by Europeans. X 
lay this down as a general rule. 

* Of Lepra I have never seen cases, though it is reported to 
have raged in the gaol of Freetown, Sierra Leone, in 1838, 
and to have been a contagions disease. 



n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



APPESDIX. 295 

¥av)». 

" Taws," to whicli the title of " FrambceBia " haa been 
given bj pathological writers on skin diseases, is « very 
formidable looking affection. I believe it to arise from want 
of cleanliness more tban from general debility. The surface, 
when the eruption comes on, seems as if it were daubed over 
with raspberry jam; and the fungous tubercles which it 
presents are larger and grow more rapidly in well-fed 
negroes than in those who are badly fed and thin. If it 
attacks any part where hair grows, the hair turns white. 
The period during which it is in progress varies from a few 
weeks to several months, being much more easily subdued 
in children than in adults. The natives in some places give 
for cure the decoction of the bark of certain trees, with 
which the sores are also washed. It affects the individual 
only once in a lifetime, and then no remedy can be applied 
to stop its taking the course of our own pustular and exan- 
thematOQs fevers. Alterative, aperient, and tonic medicines, 
with the use of sulphate of copper, red precipitatCfOr caustic 
externally, conslitute the best treatment. 

Craw- Craw 

Is a kind of purulent scabies. The negroes do not care 
much about its cure, knowing its non-malignity. The same 
remedies which are applicable to it^b at home, are used in its 
treatment. The peelings of plantain burned into charcoal 
and mixed with water, also a paste made of palm-oil and 
expressed juice of camwood, are applied to it in the Old 
Kalabar country. Both have seemed to me to be ineffi- 
cacious. I found compound sulphur ointment to be a very 
good remedy for this disorder. 
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EUphantia$i» 
la one of those diseases upon which s European medical 
man's opinion is never required b;^ the natives. Ic is placed 
by writers on intertropical diseases in the same class as the 
two former, yet it very certainly affects deeper structures 
than those of the skin, and is frequently unaccompanied by 
any breaking of the external surface. Barbadoes leg is the 
name given to it in the island of that name, which is reputed 
to be its native place : but I ran see no remedy for it save 
repeated blistering and keeping up a discharge, or the knife ; 
to neither of which the negro will submit. 



Pkagtdenie Ulcer. 
Tn Fernando Po, I have seen very bad cases of phagedenic 
ulcer, many of which yielded to red precipitate and caustic 
in the early stage, always with the provision tliat rest and 
extension of the limb was to be the chief curative element. 
They are generally found in the neighbourhood of the ankle, 
internally or externally. The worst case of the kind I ever 
saw was in a Boobee man, where the ulcer had eaten throngh 
both bones, and the foot was retained to the leg only by a 
small piece of cuticle. I performed amputation about three 
inches below the knee, and the man soon got stout and re- 
covered, though nearly dead from starvatioQ as well as 
disease when I saw him. Best, with extension of the leg 
is indispensable to make the caustic applications certain in 
their effect. I have seen extraordinary cases of this affec- 
tion, indeed cases so bad that several medical men des- 
paired of any remedy but amputation, healed by the appli- 
cation of a decoction of croton nuts, over which slices of the 
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fresh bitter-orange peel were fastened with a bandage. Tbis 
was renewetl every day, and seemed to poaaesB an aatonish- 
ing rapidity of curative power. 

Lethargy. 

The cases of lethargy or " aleepy sickness," which occur 
in this island, are the most fre<]uent maladies amongst the 
inhabitants of Clarence, its capital: — a continuous sleeping, 
and when wakened, showing no return of consciousness. As 
it is said by Hooper, in his "Medical Dictionary," frequently 
to arise from suppressed discharge or eruption, it would be 
well deserving the attention of a medical man, who could 
devote time to it, to try and ascertain whether those affected 
by it have ever been afflicted with the previously mentioned 
disease or other eruption. It most frequently occurs in 
women, and in many cases coming under my notice I have 
ascertained it to arise from irregularity or suppression of the 
catamenla. 

Amongst nearly all the members of the negro race, there 
seems to be a peculiar faculty of lethargy as soon as tbey 
are prostrated with sickness ; and this communicating itself 
to their families, no intimation is given to a medical man 
till the disease becomes a matter nearly of life or death. 
But in almost all the cases of fever, dysentery, pleuritis, and 
pneumonia that I have had in my charge, there was no 
difference in treatment from that recommended and carried 
out by the medical practitioners in Great Britain. 



n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



INDEX. 



Abskpa (town), 137. 
Abaai Ibum (deity), 145. 
AbbeokuU (city), 73, 78, S73. 
AbUbofc (doctor), 154. 
Abladiong ( superstition > 153. 
Achatina (shell), 130, 195. 
AchitectODica (shell), 190. 
Adun Duke> (King War), 125. 
Adunava (kingdam), ST. 
Adda, 67. 

Adeeyaha. See FernandJans. 
Adelaide, Foiot, 181. 
Ado (diatrlct), 271. 



Adv;< 






Adynamia ailer fei 
Afias, or ordeals, JSO. 
African Auociation, 31. 

cODtinent, approach to, 19, 34. 

disM»e«, H94. 

feyer, 213,239. 

Improrement Society, 41. 

markets, 122, 12S. 

languages, S3. 

polygamy, 50—52. 



Akika (currency), 254. 
Akim, gold district, 68, 69. 
Akiloye, King, 76. 
Akpa-EBk, 113. 
Akra, Dutch, 65. 

, English, 65. 

, appearance of town of, 65, 6 

, gold artificers ot, 66, 69. 

, Buperstilion of, 6ft 70. 

Akrapong, 70, 
Akrikok (district), 137, 
Aku tribe, 39. 
Alblam (oath), ISft 
Alburkah Island, 100. 
Ailemada of Santa Crui, iS. 
Alligators, 112. 
Alligator Iiland, 112. 
Almami Abdul, King, 23. 
Almami Omar, 23. 
Alonio Gonial ves, 34. 
Amakree, King, 101. 
* niboisea Islands, 167. 
■.rig, 171. 



— scene at Goree, 25. 






275. 



,147,162,165. 



Agelema (currency), 2j4. 

A giddy, 39. 

Ago (city), S73, S7S. 

(district), 275. 

. King, 275. 

Agulhaa Bay, 204. 
Aguydah Fort, 54. 

F<ant, 54. 

Akagha (creek and territory), 93, 94. 
Akassa (creek and territory), 93, 

loa 



AnanM (deily), 131. 
Anderson, Rei. Mr., 166. 
Anglo-Africao jobber, 49. 
Angela, 171. 
Angra (town), 211. 
Anna, tiirt of, 204. 

d'Arfel, 4. 

Annamaboe, 58. 
Aono Boo, 81. 
Ant hills, 65, not*. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



Ant wonbip, 39, 65. 
Antikm Cobhun't boiue, 184, 
Ai'tODio, Fort, S4. 

, Porto Santo. 304. 

, SiD. S04. 

Apotto (people), 201. 

AppI Virta (fbrt). 71, 

Apprenticeship, Kruroan'*, 90, 

Aqua, Kinfi, 169 

Aqu>.e-ileri, 131. 

Aqua-ibibio, 131. 

Aqus-Ofiong (Grand Egbo Da;), 

144. 
ArcbitKHig, King, 11, 1:H>, HT. 
Architecture in Bonny. 105. 

in Old Kalabar, 116. 

ArJcleJo*, Count de, 174. 

, Point de. 174. 

Arumbee (iribe), 167. 
Aihantee, fpiiah of, 64. 

, aaiRger; of, 64. 

, ■upentitioiu of, 64. 

, wires of King of, 51. 

Anemba (territory), 184. 
Aatronomical partition of ctimate in 

tropics, 384, 
cauH of two seaaoni in tropica, 

284. SBS. 
Atlantic lea-iieknen, S. 
Aurifbnde (town), 33; 
Aiim (fiirt and U>wa\ 54. 
Aiorea Islandi 21 1. 

BabooD'a palaver (in Rirer Gam- 
bia), 30. 
Baekeray (river), 110. 
Badagiy (town>71. 72. 
Badge);. Cape, 1S4. 
Bahama grass. 37. 
Baikie, Dr., 89. 
Bikaika Point, 184. 
Bakouli (tilbe), 168. 
Balibi Point, 184. 
Balilipa(di)triol),192. 
Balimba (rirer), 171. 

(tribe), 171. 

BalUngi, 120, ncU. 
Banuwnda, falli ol, SI. 
Banana Islands, 43. 
Banapa (town), 193, 198. 



Bande, eounir]' of, 33. 

Baug-araikKet, 124. 

Baon (palm wine), 131. 

Barbara, 8l (river), 81, 100. 

Barilla, II- 

Bais (curreDCf), 255, 256. 

Barth, Dr., 31, 85. 

Bartbolomeir, 8L (river), 81, 100. 

Basvkatoo, 19S. 

Baanmbi; (dirtrict), 9«, 97. 

, King of, 96, 857. 

Banpoo, 184. 
Baasili (town), 198. 
Batburat. 26. 

, population of; 33. 

Bati(race), 139. 
Baj. Clarence. 177. 

, Church. 304. 

. George's, 183,185. 

, Lop«*. 217. 

, Maidstone. 181, 

, Melville. 173. 

, North-West, IBS. 

, West, 204. 

Beach at Duketown, 136- 

• scenerj', AMcan, ISS. 

Beaufort Reach, 137. 

Beaut J of Mener; in FuDchal, C, 7. 

BeeUpas, 192. 

Beeeioft, Governor, 79, 83, 89, lU 

179, 
Betcber, Captain, 31. 
Bell, Kin^ 51. 
Bell, Prccse, 169. 

loni. 79. 

lin River, 71,79. 

-, Bight of, 71. 
Benito, St„ 61, 351. 
~ ilab,5S. 
Bento River, 93,351. 
Benson, Resident, 46. 
Berthelot, Salun, on Guanehe raci 

188. 
Bialra, Bight of, 81, 251, S6I. 
** Big lings" (currency), 255. 
Bight of Benin, 71. 

DrBiafra,81,251,E6I. 

Bijo(«a Islands, 33. 
Billetsbima (town), 93. 
Bimbia, 167, 
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Bial (Benin), 79. 

Binue R]*er, 86, S53. 

Bioko, King, 184. 

Birds, soagi of, in AlVieo, 130. 

Biscbo^ Prof., on maUrik, SIT. 

" Bluk coppers," 1 23. 

Blwsington, Counleisof, on L.E.L,, 

60. 
" Bloodmen," at Duketown, 144. 
Bo^itshi (headman), 198. 
Binbieg, King, 199. 
Boid, CapUin, 21S. 
Bojador. Cape, 5. 
Bold, Lieut., on tomadoes, Sa 
Bolola Riyer, 33. 
Bombai tree, 9T, 136. 
Bombon Islet, S04. 
Bangui, 31. 
BoDnjr Biter, 109. 

town, 103. 

, architecture oC 105. 

comej, SS7. 

currency, UBS. 

, equity courM of, 108. 

, ifoianas in, 105. 

, ju-ju house of, 106. 

, market-place of, 106. 

, «la*c feits ot 103, 104. 

, trade of, 104, B60. 

Boobeet. Srt Femandians. 

Boreah Riier, ITI. 

Borom H'Dar, 22. 

Botakimaon (high priest), 197. 

Boteler Rock), 184. 

Bou9M,3], 8S. 

Bomowdi, King, 196. 

Bovditch, Mr., 51. 74. 

Boy, King. 96. 

Boyle on Sol-lunar influence, 349. 

on total abstinence, 295. 

Brandenburg (fort), 54. 

BrsH Egbo day, 143. 

Brass Riier, 93. 

Brasstoirn, Lader's sketch of. 94, 

, author's fisit to, 93, 95. 

comey, 357. 

currency, 255. 

Jii-iu,90. 

, palm oil trade of, 259. 

mperstitions of, 97. 
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Breaker Island. 100. 

Breakers, Tom Shot's, 110. 

^— , Doga' Heads, 169. 

British tort of Akra, 65. 

Brown, Dr., on mangroTC trees, HI. 

Bruce, Admiral, 76, 238. 

Brutalitin of slaver*, 113. 

Bryson, Dr., on ferer, 930,240. 

Bug-a-bug insect, worship of the, 39, 

Bulleo Point, 181. 
Bullom Fort, 26. 
Bustle* at Akra, 66. 
at New Kalabar, 102. 



Calabar Old River. St* Kalabar, 

Old. 
Calumnies against L.E.L., 60, 61. 
Cameroons. See Kameroons, 
Campanee Riier, 33. 
Campo, erports from, 252. 
Camiraod, 253, 295. 
Canary Islands, M, 12. 
Canot, Captain, 43. 
CapeBadgely, 184. 

BajadoT, 5. 

Bulten, 181. 

FarnuHa,SI, S51. 

Horatio, 173. 

Kameroons, 168. 

Libti, 44, 54. 

Lopei, 217. 

Mount, 43, 45. 

Palmas, 44. 47, 48, 

St. John, 31,803. 

St. Paul's, 54. 

Three Points, 31. 

Verd, 25. 

Cajie Coast Town, 56. 

, forto of, 56, 57. 

, gold at, 51,69. 

, india-rubber ot, 57. 

, market, 58. 

, native namo of, 56. 

Cape CosM Caille, 56, 57. 

, L. E. L.'s grave at, 59. 

Carnero, Monsi|tnor, 205. 
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Catagatf (Akim fetiib), 69. 
Canllr (Km Cowt), 48. 
Cafor eountrj, 22, 

[ic«vle.S3. 

*'*""■"■" Ufer, 33. 
C«itn. Fittro dc 34. 
ChamdcoD ( PcmaodiBn ebtef), 1 79. 
Cbtodo*. Duke o^ 31. 
Chapel, Wuleyio, at Cap* Gout, 
57. 

at Priom'i Iiland, 805. 

at TeoeriBe. 13. 

" Chariot of the Gods," 167. 
Charles Foil f, 184. 
Chop-doctor, 159. 
Cbop-Duttot, 15t. 
Chopt oT King Archibong, 121. 

of King Efo, 131. 

Chruiian, Dr., on chup-nut, 151. 
Christianbuig, Fort, 65, 67. 
Christiion, Profesaor, on eiere, 151. 
Church of the Coneepcioa, 14. 

in Old Kalabar, 133. 

of Nona Seuhora del Monte, 7. 

San FranciacD, 13. 

Sta. Anna, a04. 

Church Ba}, 204. 
Clappeifon, Capl., 290. 
Clarence, Beecroft' 



, hUtorj of, 177- 

, I^aodcr'a grave in. 33, 193. 

Mountain, 137, IS3. 

, neeropolii of, 1B2. 

. Niger monument in, 181. 

, town of, 177. 

, population of, 180, 

, portion of, 179. 

ClarkioD on alaie trade, I IS. 
Clubs (Toruba), 277, 
Coast, Gi^d, 34, 54. 

, Grain, 54. 

, Kru, 47, 49, 

CoUambedi, 167. 

Coloun of Netwin (SanU Crus), 14. 
ColthurM, Mnt., 1 14. 
Come; (or customs duel) at Brau 
Town, 257. 



nnny, 



258. 



- at Kameioons, £58. 



Comey at New Kalabar, 858. 

at Old Kalatwr, 858. 

Confus-B-say, gold o^ 63. 

Conquiitador, the, 6. 

Constitution Place (Santa Crui), 13. 

Convent of San Domingo, 1 3. 

Coomasaec, 64. 

Coppers (currency), 255, 856. 

Corisco, Island of, 178. 

, iTOry ot 171. 

Cotton &om I^igoi, 78. 

from ^ern Leone, 41. 

, Dr. Liringstone on the eulti- 

ration of, in Africa, 265. 

. general instruction fin Gulli- 

Tatiou of, 280, 287. 

, Hr. Lee's paper on, 383. 

CouK-couse. See Kooae Kooce. 

Cowries, value oi; 77, 253. 

Cradoo, Lake, 74. 

Craw-Craw, 295. 

Creektown, 115,131, 133. 

Crews (currency). 255, 256. 

Crocodiles, 87, 110, 112. 

Cmaa River, 110, US. 114. 

Crowther, Rev. Mi., 78,89, 92, 269. 

, his letter on the countries in- 
terior to Lagos, 27a 

Cruikshank. Mr.,an L.E.L., 6a 

Currency, AliiEaii, varieties of: — 

, Agelema, 854. 

, Akika, 254. 

, Antony Manillas, 255. 

, bars, 256. 

, "big tings," 2S5. 

, botthi-necked UaoUlas, 855. 

, Congo Singolo Manillas, 255. 

, coppers, black, 123, 255, 256. 

, cowries, 77, 253. 

.crews, 255, 256. 

, Culla Antony Manillas, 256, 

, Fernandian, 191. 

, Finniman TaaGnna MaDillu, 

256. 

, IHa, 254. 

, "little tings," 855. 

, Moko, 254, 

, Nango Ward Manillas, SSS, 

, Onadoo Manillas, 256^ 
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Currciic)', Tih'ibbu, I9e. 

, Tshoko, 192. 

Cune dF Phaiioh, 64. 

Cut-thiaat (FernaodiBii chief), 17£ 



Cjpre» 



I, S59. 



Dab-and-vBttU (archilecliue), US. 

Digbo, 83. 

Dahomey, king of, 71. 

Dakur, SS. 

D'Ambedi, 167. 

Doniell, Dr., 32, S07. 

DanUh poneuitma of Gold Coast, 

Daoiel, Prof., on malaria, 214. 

Dap]io, King, 107. 

" Da;>pring " ateamet, loyages of 

Dead aiicestora, worship of, 2T1. 

Debueka Ritct, 33. 

DelU of Niger, 82. 

Deiubia Riier, 33. 

Denham. Capuin, SO. 

Devil houaea, H8. 

Diagram oF tropical aeasona, 385. 

Dida'a town, 168. 

Dillon, Tennant, and Co., 177. 

Ding-ding (tribe), 138. 

Diseaa«9of Africoiu, S94. 

Diiersitr of languages, 53. 

Dii Cove (fort and town), 54. 

Doctor, AiiicaD, 154. 

Do River, 271. 

Dodo River, 80. 

Dog'i Head Breakers, 168. 

Dommel, King, 23. 

Don AotODio de Viano, 189. 

Don Joaquim PiLmo de Ri 

Don John Joaeph de Lerena, ITS. 

Don Miguel Marliaei y Saai, 179. 

Don Nicholaa de ManteTola, 17S. 

Dosumo, King, 76. 

Dracunculua, 63, 237. 

Drum, Egbo, 120. 

Dry-Hraping decka, 239. 

Duketown, beach of, 196. 

, bloodmen at, 144. 

Kgbo palaver house, 1 19. 



174. 



Duketown, Inkaa of, 115. 

, iron palace in. 1 16. 

, market place of, 122. 

miuion premiaea, 166. 

, native name oC IIS. 

, shipping at, 124. 

Tyburn tree, 122. 

Dumas, Prar., on maUria, 219. 

Dupuia, 64. 

Dutch fort at Akra, 65. 

at Elmina, 57. 

Dutchman'a Cap, 204. 
Duwalla, 167. 
Djsenlery, 63, 247. S48. 

East Head, 1 10. 
East, Mr.,S2. 

Ebony, 252. 

Echoei of Old Kalabai, 139. 

Edipiic, 284. 

Elik country. 114. 

language, 117, 161. 

Lord's Prayer, 117. 

naoiea of Kalatwr towns, 138. 

names for horses, 117. 

Idem, 145. 

Efou (district). 371. 
Eglw (tribe), 270. 
EgbsJos (Itibe), 270. 
Egbo.Loa, 99. 
Egbo Braaa, 141, MS, 

drum, 120. 

Nyampa, 141. 

Idem, 1 43. 

Kakunda, 142. 

Palaver houae, 119. 

Sharj, 128. 

Egboship, eiplauation of, 142, 143. 

, brutality of, 143. 

^— , privileges of 143, 

, aacrificea of, 143. 

, spirituality of, 143. 

Egummo (town), 93. 

Ejenrim palm-oil of, 77. 

Eko ( Lagos), 74. 

Ekpe, 141. 

Ekponyong, 147. 

Ekrilia Nungos (people), 98. 

Ekuritunke, 131. 

El Padre Mariana, 174. 
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EUmi, gum, 6i. 
EkphaDtiaia. 3M- 
Elmina Dutle, M, ST. 
Equitr Court (BoDD]p), 106. 
Ek1«(m Rirer, BO. 
EkoIwt, Pedro de, 309. 
Eiere Ust, ■jrinptaaw of, 151. 

Fn^ Cbruiuou on, If 1. 

Ethiope Rapidi, 9S, 114, 
Euphorbia. 170, 
Europcaiu, gnn oF, 183, 183. 
Eipedilions to FernRndo Po, 175. 
Eiplonlioinot: — 

CrotB Bivet, lH. 

Gambik, 26. 

Niger, MS. 

EipoTts (rotn : — 

Akn, G8. 

Binibia,l67. 

Bonny, 104, 360. 

Bomb, 171. 

Br«», 859. 

Campo, 359. 

Cape CoMt, 56. 

Fenundo Po, I»S, IM, S60. 

Gsmbi*. S6. 

GoTM, 95. 

Kalabar. Nut. 104. 

Kalabar, Old, 126. 

359. 



Fernao 



tagoi,' 

Sierra Leone, 41. 

Eyamba, King, 116, IIT. 
EfO Honratj, King. 1SI, 283. 
E;a, King, 51, 3SB. 

Falls of Banieonda, 31. 

Fanuiah, King. 40. 

Faro River, 86. 

Pautoi, M. 

Fa;al laland, 311. 

FergumoD, Dr., on malaria, 321. 

Femandiani, 186. 

', " BoobMB," 1 B6. 

. caionalioD certmoDj amongit, 



Pernaniliani, kings and quecu ot 

198, 199. 

— , language of 191. 

— , laiinMoC 199,360. 

— , marriige rites of, 1 99. 

— , mode of burial amoagst, 202. 

— .mode of fishing witb, 201. 

— . palm-oil of, 194. 

— , etooe hatebeU of, 1 94. 

— , lupentitiona <rf, 195, 197. 
, varriors, 193. 
ido Pn, toimaor, 201. 

, earlj history ol^ 173. 

, peak, 1 83. 

--^'-^f population c^ 189. 

, productioni of, 1 92, IM, 36a 

Fetish, A kirn, 69. 

, Ashintee, 64. 

, Bonny. 106. 

, Dix Core, 54. 

, Old Town, 131. 

Feier, AtKcsm, 313, 239. 

Filatahs, 161. 

Fishmen, 901. 

FUhtown, Fenundo To, 201. 

, Km Coast, 48. 

Point, lia 

Flannel, wealing of, 337. 
Floridablanea, Count. 174. 
Flowen, odour o^ ISa 
Folly, Charles, 184. 
Foo-[i», 39, 63, 199. 
Foota Toora tribe, 23. 

Talloo tribe, 23. 

Foreadot River, SO. 
Formasa, Cape. 81, 251. 
, lllha, 173. 

, Rio, 79. 

Foiichf Point and Town, lOO, 
Port Aguydah, 54. 

Akra (BriUsh), 65. 

Akn(DatehX65. 

■ — - Antonio, $4. 

Aiioi, 54. 

Brandenbu^, 54. 

Bullom, 36. 

Chrittianbu^, 65, 67. 

^— du Point de Mina, 204, 208. 

Gar«e, 94. 

San FmIto, 13, 13. 
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Tbrt VietuM, 58. 


Gooe'i work on Januiea, 1 30. 


Williun, 58. 


Grain CoaM, 54. 




Grand Egbo Day, 144. 




Gnnde Rio, 33. 


, visil to, 37. 


Grave of European*, 182, 183. 




ofL.E.L., 59. 






, wrij hirtory of, 36. 


Greenpatch Point, 1 la 








Ground-nuta, 85. 


Fucus naUns, SIO. 


Cuanebe race, 188. 


Funelul, upect of, 6, 7. 


, CoL Smith on, IBB. 


— , churehe.ot6 — 8. 


, Don Antonio do Viano on. 


. cumli U, 7, 9. 


189. 


, impOTW into, n. 


. 8abinBertbeloton,18a 




GuetN'DaT.22. 








237. 


, qoiDMi of, 9. 




., Stbt of, 10. 


eo|wl,25. 


, nlubrity of, T. 


Elemi, 63. 


G«booa,l71. 


Ralr-dreuing. 161. 


Gambia Iiluid, 4a 


Half Cape Mount, 44. 


Eiw, 86. 


Hamburg traden, 71, 77. 


tonawr, 170. 


Haono, 167. 


, eiploretioM at, 38. 


Harem of Kinff Ejo, 51. 


ordMl, 17a 


Hirmattan, the, 12. 


Gatto Creek, 79, 


Harper, the negro, of Liberia, 46, 


Town. -9. 


Harri™, C.pt«n, 176. 


Gelaagero, Mount, 137. 




GeorgeliBay, I8S, 183. 


Ha-kina, Captain, 33. 


Geotge, Kbg, 184. 


Henry, Prince, of Portugal, 4, 5. 




Hensba- Town, llj, 127. 


Ginger from Sierra Leone, 41. 


,neoropoli»of,llS. 


Goat and Kid I.lu.da, 184. 


Hensman, Dr., 173. 


God,id»of, 145. 


Hiccory Town, 169. 




Hill, Goyernor, 67. 


Gold irtifioen >t Akra, 66, 69. 


Hlapaniola, 34. 


Gold, eiport of, 69. 


Holmin, Lieut, R. N., 179 


Gold CD«t, 34, 54. 


Horatio, Cape, 173. 


, poll-tax of, 67, 68. 






the Gambia, 31. 




Hunian Hurrificct, 97, 98. 


GonuJTes, Alan 10, 94. 


lurkey-bujiards, 118. 


, Joa^ do Camera, 6. 


Humboldt, Baron von, 15, 17, 164. 


Ooora nuts, 26, 33. 


Hyimpe, Egbo, 141. 


Goree, toirn oC 34. 




, African scerte at, S5. 


Ibla (currency). 254. 


. fort o6 24. 


IbiWo (tribe), 128. 
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Ibum, Abui(ileit;> 145. 
Idem-Efik, 1 tS. 

, Egtra, US. 

, SjiigM, UT. 

Ido RiTer, 311. 

Idoko (diitiid), STl. 

Ife, STl. 

Ifnd, (wilcfaenft^ 1 AX 

Igbegbee, 25S. 

Igbomo* (dutriet), ST I ■ 

Igu.«(Bonny ju-ju), 103. 

Ijikoke (town), 8TI. 

l}»iiO( 371. 

ij.ye (town), 273, 

Ijebu, 37a 

Ijnha, 3T1. 

Ilho dft Prinapo, 809. 

IlIiDU, 93. 

Ilorin (town), 373, 373. 

Indin-rubbeT, 3 JS. 

Indigo, 253. 

Ink»(DukeU>wn}. 115. 

Inqua rountrj, 56. G3. 

, Kia^ oi 68. 

lomcD (tribe), 79. 

Iron Bu'i deiil bouse, 147, 148. 

Iron p«1m» el King Ejambo, 1 1 6. 

Isebutiibu (tribe), 168. 

Iilrode, town of, 33. 

Islands, Atburkab, lOa 

, Alligitor, U2, 

, Anno Bou, 81. 

— — , Amboiaeo, 16T. 

, AloTes. 811. 

, Banana, 43. 

, B^ooga, 33. 

, Bombon, 204. 

, Breaker, 100. 

, Canariea, U, IS. 

, Cape Verd, S4. 

., COT^CO, ITS. 

, de Los, 33. 

, Fajal, 211. 

, Fernando Po, 81, 173, 

, Formosa, 1T3. 

, Gambia, 40. 

, Goat and Kid, 184. 

, M'Carthj's, 33. 

, Madura, 3. 



I^nds, Hideleines, 94. 

, Matacong, 39. 

, N'Dar, 32. 

, Nicbols, 168. 

, Opolobo, 100. 

, Parrot, lia 

—y Pisa, 311. 
•~—, Prince's, 81, 303. 

,Rob»n,lI0. 

, Sherbro, 43. 

, St. James's, llOt 

, St. Mark's, 26. 

, St. Tbomas's, Bl. 



Itebu (oouDti7> 93. 
lTor7,a7,lTl,S5S. 
IweB^a75. 
IjewB Riter, 371. 

Jabber, Anglo- AMean, 49. 
Jacket!, King, 96. 
JsekHaranta, IM. 
Jaloof Negroes, 23. 

supply of slaves to, 



Jobaoo'i eipeiUdoD up the Gamtna, 

39. 
Jobnaon, Dr„ oo malaria, 283. 
Judok (nipentition >, 169. 
Ju-ju King (New Kalabar), 101. 
Jump Gah, 98. 

P(HDt, 184. 



Kakunda, ^bo, 143. 
Kakundy River, 33. 
Kslabar, New, chief t4>«n oC 101. 

comef, SS8. 

currency, 355. 

, fetigh of, 101, 102. 

, ja-jn, priest of, 101. 

^, King of, lot. 

, Udies' liufaiaaa in, 108, 

palm-o!l trade of. 104. 



Kalib 



' New RiTi 



n,gN..(JNGOOglC 



Kalatnr, Old, AbUdiong, 153. 

, brutalities orslaicn in, lt3. 

comey, 338. 

, oumncj 06 123. 

de»il houses, 1 



, 139, 



I, HI, 



— malaria, eiperimentt in, SIT, 

218, 
— , melody of birds in, 130. 

, miraioaaHea of, ISS, 168. 

— , palm-oil (rsde of, 126, 
— , scener; around, 139, ISO. 
. «uper«titioni of, 112, 118, H7, 

156, 162. 
— , towns fn Ibrar architoclure, 



Kalabar Old Ri*er, 10 

StB. 
KslabareM, 137. 
KamerooDi River, 1 6a 
Kameroons towns, 168, 
— comey, 258. 

currency, 256. 

, cleanliness of, 169. 

, Egbo order in, 170. 

, mountains of, 167. 

.iu^^jusof, 170. 

:rade oF, 259 



113, 



-.palm. 



, regal stieet-Bweepers in, 169. 

, sorcerer in, 1 70^ 

Katunga, 51. 
Kelly, Captain, 184. 
Kelly Point, 1 34. 
Ketu (town), 27a 

(district), 270. 

Key*. King, 96. 257. 
Kholanuts, 26, 33, 39. 
Kings, dignity of, in Africa. 275. 
Kongolo. 17a 
Koose-koose, 62. 
Kosoko (chief), 76, 77. 
KorOToob, 37. 
Ktu Coast, 47. 48. 

tribe, 39, 47, SO. 

characteristics of Kriimen, 50, 

54, 137, 382. 



LagM, cotton exports from, 78. 

, couDtiies interior to, 77, 370. 

, description of town o^ 74, 

, Kings of, 76. 

— ^, native name of, 74. 

, peculiarities of roadstead, 73. 

. , Portuguese name of, 74. 

■ , trade of, 71. 77, 270, 278. 

Laguoa (Teuerifl^), 13. 

Laird, Macgregor, Esq„ 76. 

Laird. Mr. John, 87, 39. 

Lake Cradoo. 74. 

Tshad, 37 . 

Land-wind in India, 250. 

I.«ngu*ges, diversity of, 53- 

Lander's grave in Clarence, 83. 

description of Brass Town, 94. 

opiuion of George's Bay, 185. 

La Place, 384. 

LawBOn, Dr., 33. 

Lees, Mr. James, on tropical seasons 
and African cotton growing, 383. 

L. E. L.'s grave, 59, 

memory vindicated, 6ft 61. 

monument, 59. 

true cause of death, 61. 

Leopard skins, 66. 

Lepidouren, the, 30. 

Lepra, 294. 

Lerena, Don John Joseph de, 178. 

Lethargy, 297. 

Lever, 83. 

Liberia, 43. 

Liebig, ProC, on malaria, 213. 

Lihu, Cape, 44, 54. 

Linnteus, 136. 

" Little lings" (currency), 255. 

Liverpool, sCartiog from, 1. 

, advice to merchants of palm 

oil, 10. 

Livingstone, Dr., 31, 265. 

Loo Rock, 6. 

Lopet, Bay of, 217. 

, Cspe, 217, 

Lo% Isles de, 33. 

Louis, St. (town), 23. 

Lynslager, Governor, 182. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



Hmkui (deril), in. 
M'Cll, Mr., 99. 
M-Cuthj, Kr Cluria, 113. 
'■ laluul, 33, 

'■DBth,63. 

M'WUlUm, Dr., cm inalariA, 81S, 

833. 
H'QuecD, oa Kalibu River, 109. 



Miebieo, 4. 

Macbin, Robert, 4. 

Maclean, Mr., and L. E. L., B9. 

Maddco, Prof., od malari*, SS3. 

Madrira Idndi, 3. 

Maddeine Idanda, S4. 

Mahnral ItiTer, S3. 

MaidMoiw Ba^, ISl. 

Mai' Malta. Point, 904. 

MakaiTa, ISl. 

Malaria, de6[iitinDof, SIS. 

, Prof. BiKbofon, 817. 

, Pro£ Daniel on, «14. 

~ror. DumaaOD,9l9. 



-. Dr. 



1. 831, 



, Dr. M- William on, 818. 

, Surgeon Peters on, 819. 

.the autbor ob, 318, 383, 

Itq. 
Manattis, lla 
Mandenga noe, 37, 38, 39, 

MangroTeii, Ill- 
Manillas (Bonny currency) : — 

, Antony, 259. 

, '-bottle-necked," 855. 

, Congo Singolo, 855. 

, Culta Antony, S56, 

, Finnimsn TawGnna, 356. 

'■^, Nango Ward, 335 note. 

, Onadim, 256. 

ManteroU, Don N. de, ITS. 
"Mappa Commercial deFunehal," I 
Maranta, Jack, 196. 
Msnana, El Padre, 174. 
Market-place at Bathunt, 86. 

at Bonny. 106. 

— — at Cope Coaat, 5S. 



Market-plaee at Daketowo, 133. 
Markets, African, 133. 
Maixiages of tbe Femandiam, 1 99. 
Martin, GeroDinio, ITS. 
Hartiuei, Dim Miguel, 179. 
Mataoong Island, 33. 
Hay, D. J., Esq, 89. 
Hbudikum (race), 138. 
Medina, 31. 
Hednsc 810. 
Mellacoiee Ri«er, 33. 
MeUUIe Bay, 173. 
Mesnndo, Cape, 3tX 

Bi»er, 43, 44. 

MiddleloD River, 8a 
ABIner OD Scd-luna ' 
— — oo tropical pluxphoresceace, 

16. 
Mimbo, 191. 

Hina, De, Point, 304, SOS. 
Min-Efik. 121. 
Mio-Makarrs, 181. 

' , Gemun, 70. 

, PredtylerisD, 130, 165. 

Mode of palm-oil 

194. 

Moko (currency), 854. 
Moloko Creek, 184. 

Pcnnt, 184. 

tenitory, 184. 

Uongo-ma-Etendeb (mounlun), 

167. 
Mongo-ma-Loboh (mnuitaiD), IG7. 
Monkey skins, 66. 
Monrovia, 43, 44. 
Moidinale Rirer, 33. 
Mosquitoes, 99. 
Mount, Cape, 43. 
Mourning at Cape Coast, 63. 



M umbo Jumbo, 141. 
Mummeree (dye), 99, 
Mucnmo (ju-ju man), 9T. 
Mungo ( tribe > 168. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



NelaoQ't eoloun, 1 4. 

Nepi, 2oa 

Nichola Island, 168. 

l^icholB, Gen. Sir Edw., K.C.E 



X Clarence, 83, 

Nimb^ (territory), 93. 

Norlh.West Bay, 133. 

Nossa Senbora del Monte, ohuroh 

oC7, 8. 
Kairin;;, 115. 
Una Riter, 79, 8% 93. 
Nunei, Dr. 207. 

, Rio, 33. 

Nut» of Goora, 26, 33. 

of Khola, 26, 33, 39. 

Nyanga, Idem, H7. 

Oath of Ashanteeg, 63. 

of Cape Coaiten, 6S. 

of KaJabarese. IS-i. 

ofKBmerooDiaQi,lTO. 

of Krumen, 54. 

M'Carthy's, 63. 

ofTimneyi, 39. 

Obsequies for the dead, I4S> 

Obu (Deity), 147. 

Obullum Abry (country), 96, 257. 

Obulang, 115, 137. 

Odours of flowers, 130. 

of Duketoirn market, IBS, 

123. 

Oedo (Benin), 79. 

Ogbomoia (diBtrict), ST3. 

Okoos (tribe), 187. 

Okpoko EglN), 14. 

Oldfield, Mr. 41,8S. 

Old Kalabar RItct, 109, 113. 

Old King Kalabar, 145. 

Old Town, 115, 127, 130. 

Ondo (district), 371. 

Onee, King, 48. 

Oni (Lagos), 74, 

Opara lUver, S71. 



Opolobo Iitaod, lOa 

" deal of Btau, 98. 

- of Kameroont. 170. 

-t of Old Kalabar. 156. 
Oriahiraa, King, 96. 
TBleof,lS. 

TCT, 271. 

Ototouro, 354. 
Overveg, Dr., 85. 
Oven, Captain, 176. 

Oyo (city), 375. 

' Palmer," 1 1 9< notf. 
Palou (town), 79. 

: ■ i-),27i. 

Falmas, Cape, 44, 47, 43. 

Palm oil, adTice to merehants of, 



36a 



mode of roanuEuture of, 
194 

—".trade 0^71, 77, 104, 194,352, 

Palm wine (buMi), 121. 

Park, Mungo,3l, 84. 

Parrot Island, 1 la 

grot's Bill, 204. 

Pato NoTO, 278. 

Pawning. 376. 

" Peak of leyde " (TeneriBe), 14- 

Penington River, Sa 

Peppel, King, 51, 107. 

Peters, Surgeon, on malaria, 219. 

Phagedenic ulcer, 396. 

Pbarentert, 64. 
Piccaniny Seatros, 44. 
Pico Grande, S. 

0,3,5,7. 
Filotage, 257. 
' "leiuJ," Toyage of the, 87. 
Po, Fernando, 173. 
P<nnt de Praia Sulgada, 208. 

- da Mina, 204. 208. 

- Mai-Marta, 204. 
_, Seren Fathom, 113. 
-.Torn Shot'*, lia 

- William, tSl. 
ll'taz of Gold Coast, 67, 68. 

Polygamy, African, SO — 52, 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



810 INI 

Poljtbrian, Africui, 96, 145. 
Pompondce, SS. 
Foogo Riier, an. 
Popo, Little, S7B. 
PorUodik, S3. 
Foit Loco mver, «X 
Porto S«D Antooio, 304. 
. SiDto, 3—5. 

ForlugueH men-of-war, Sia 

Praia Sulgada, Point de, SOS. 

Praj«(town),Sll. 

Preoe Bell, 169. 

Preibjlertau miMuin ( Old lUlatnT> 

130, 1«5. 
Frimo de Kiven, Don Joaqaim, 

174. 
FrloK^eaituTalup (Bran), 99. 
Prinee Henry, 6. 
Frinee't Island, capital of, 309, 

, health o^ SOT. 

, poaition of, 809. 

, productloDt of, SOB. 

PuDto San Lomuo, 6. 



-palm-tree (nipeiMitioa (^ 



1S8. 



>, 17a 



•^^, queen of, 128. 

ai^er, 110, 129. 

, town oC, 127. 

Quinine, uie of, 299. S38. 
Queen ttreet tweepen, 169. 
Quittah, 67. 

Rabba, 82, 273. 

Ramosa River, 80. 

Rajmond, Commander. 119. 

Redwood, 96. 

Renault de Germain, M., 84. 

Reo riier, S9. 

" Reoua," 195. 

Rheede. Van, 287, 

Ribiera del Joaa Goinei, 10, 11, 

Rich, »r Robert, 34. 

Richardioa, Mr., 85. 

Rirer, Aodonj, Bl, 108. 



River Baekenf, 110. 
Baliiiiba,81. 

Barbara, St., 81, 100. 

Banfaolomew, St., SI, 100. 

Baoakatoo, 199. 

BaiMkoit,Sl. 

-— ~ Bati,8l. 

Boun. 71. 79. 

Benito, St., 81, iSt. 

Bento, 81, 93, SSl. 

^— Bimbia, 81. 

Binue, 86, 953. 

Bolola, 33. 

Bonn;, 81, 109. 

— , — Boteab, 81. 

Braw, 81, 93. 

Caebeo.3S. 

Campaaee. 35. 

Campo, 81. 



Crosi, no, 112,114. 

Do,9TI. 

Dodo, 8a 

DenilH)^33. 

Debueka, 33t 

del Joaa Gomel, 10, 

Ewlano, 8a 

Forcadoa, Sa 

Formoaa. Rio^ lA, 

Gambia, 25. 

Ido, 271. 

lyewa, 271. 

Janna, 33. 

Jeba,33. 

Kakundf , 33. 

Kalabar, New, 81, loa 

Kalabar, Old, 81. 

KameroonvSI. 

Komadagu, ST. 

Kworra, BO, 82, 951. 

Mabneal, 33. 

Malimba. See Balimba. 

Middleton, 8a 

Uorindale, 33. 

NicholM, St., Bl. 

Niger, 39. 

Nun, 79.80,81. 

Nunei, 20, 33. 

Ogim, 271. 

OparB,971. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



River Ona, 74. 

Osun, 271. 

Falma, 371. 

Paul's, St., 45. 

Penington, 80, 

Pongo, 93, 

Pono Loco, 40. 

Qu«, no, IS9. 

Quorrah. Set ] 



Reo, S3. 

del Key, lUo, 81. 

Rokelle, 40. 

Seuciei, Great, S3. 

Senegal, 33. 

Senegana, 80. 

Shary, 87. 

Sombrero, 8 1 . 

Tlhadda. 80, 253. 

Waterloo, 40.; 

Winstar ley, 8a 

Woodo, 23. 

Yeon, 87. 

Roberts, Prerideat, 4J. 
Rotnon Island, lia 
UdcLiowd (Kru Cosst), 48. 

n Kolo, 254. 



telle Rin 



,4a 



RonuTOPg, 34. 
RoukoroukD (make), 1 96. 
Rumby MouDtuiu, 137. 
RupG (God), 197. 

Sabin Berthelot, 18S. 

Saliara, 32. 

St. George's Bay, 40. 

Bt. George d'Elmina (cutU), i 
St. James'a Fort (Akra), 65. 

Island, 11 a 

St. Louia, 33. 

SL Mary's Island, 26. 
St Paul'a Cape, 54. 

River, 4S. 

St. Paul de Loando, 17t. 
Sakatu, 87. 

. ., Sultan at, 87. 

Sal^e, Queen, 199. 
Sail, 25*. 

Salvags Islands, II. 
San Antonio, 204, 205. 



SaDCbri9tobd,faTt (Sanu Crua), 13. 
San Domingo, conTent of, 13. 
San Fianciaco, cburah of, 13. 
San Pedro, tbrt of, 12, 13. 
SanU Cruz, Allemsda of, IZ 

, churdi of CoDcepcion at, 14. 

, colours taken tram Nelson at, 

14, 

, market-plaoe at, 13. 

, San Barbara. 14, 

, San CbtiMobel, 13. 

, San Pranciacx), 13. 

, San Pedro, 12. 

, tbeatneat, 13. 

Santareni, Juan de, 203. 

Satasossa Sea, 2ia 

Satadoo, 31. 

Savings' eluba in Yoruba, 277. 

Scarciei, Great, rlier, 33. 

Scboola of OU Kalabar, 165. 

Sea, tropical, pbosphoretcenee o(, IS, 

17. 
Seasom, astronomicsl divisions of, 

2B3. 
Secondee, SS. 
Senegal, capiul of, 39. 



SestTOS, Grai 
, PicCBD 

Seven Fathom Point, 112. 
Sliabe, S " 
Shark w 



e, 27a 



ip, 102. 

253, 254. 
Sherbro Islands, 43. 
Sierra Leone, capital of, 37. 

. , appearance o^ 36, 37. 

■ , character oC 36. 

, earty name of, 36. 

-■■■', eiport of ginger from, 4 

, eipotC of cotton from, 4 1 

, extent of colony, 39. 

- — .— , government of, 41. 

, Hannaltan or, 40. 

, Mahomedans of, 38. 

, native productions of, 4 1 

, population og 40, 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



Si«m Lmhw, Tarittj' of tiibei in, 
Slcio, fiuetiont at, in trotHial climate. 






.,86. 
^ 196. 



SIculU, paving with, 146. 
Slaie Cout oT Boimjr, lOS, t04. 

of Old Kalaliu, 119. 

Slwe tnde, EngUib, 3S. 

, PortDKuerc, 94, 71. 

• , Si»MUta, 71. 

, ■Uti.ties o^ lOS, 8T8. 

Slares, eawiu!ip«t«l. Rev. Mr. Cnnr* 
tber oii,aC4. 

, RtT. Dt. yfiOm on, 47. 

, Mi. ClufciOD on, I IS. 

SUT*-tnidCT^ tomb, 1S6. 

" SlecinDf flih," S8. 

" SImpj nekiNM,'' S9T. 

Sako,EOI. 

SolMiw, Dwembei, 886. 

, June, 286. 

Sol-lunar iofluaice, S49. 

Sooioa tribe, 39. 

Soutbem croas SIO- 

StHin; TapouT, 913. 

Stone hatchet^ 193. 

Store, Mn. U. B., on Libtria, 4(i. 

Stubln, Captain, hii Expedition up 

tbe Gambia, 31. 
Supentilioa*, African, 53, 14T, IG3, 

165, 875. 

of Afcra, 69, 7tX 

of Bonny, 105, 106. 

of BrB«a, 97. 

of Cape Cout, 64. 

of Fernando Po, 195, 197. 

of Old Kalabar, 1 13, 1 18. 147, 

156, 169. 

of Parrot Island, 119. 

of Qua,' 198. 

Supply of slares to Jamaica, 34. 

Surgery at Kalabar, 154. 

Surrey by Captain Denbam, B. K., 



SO. 



116. 



Tabic of palm-oil produce S5Z. 
Taylor, Bar. Mr., 93. 
Teak-wood from Sierra Leone, 41. 
Telia (tribe), 138. 
Temperioce iu Afrioa, iS5. 
—~^ Hr. Boyle on, S3J. 
— , Dr. Atkin on, 836. 

, Dr. M'Oooald on, 937. 

, Dr. Madden on, 837. 

, author's opinioD al, 937. 

Tmda, 99. - 

Tenant, IKIion, and Ca, 177. 

TcaeriSi^ capital o^ 19. 

, Peak of, 14. 

— -, ^tcfa lake* at, 16. 

, populatian el, 14, 183. 

,wiim at, 14. 

Tcnnro del Se, T. 
Teie«n>, 911. 
Teat, -elH>|>.nut,* 151. 
" Teyde, Peak lO,' 14, 
Tbampaon't eiploratiOD (Gambia), 
S9. 



HibeetiSI. 

Tola (pomatum), 189, 199. 

Tom Eyo'a muaeum, 135. 

Tom Sbot'a Breakera, no. 

Tom Sbot'a Point, llO 

Tomb of alaie trader, 196, 

Tomfoolery (Mumbo Jumbo), 1 

Tomadaei,90, 91. 

Trada Repott, 9.59. 

Tiiatas >ai Saiera, G. 

Tropical double aoiaona, 884, 98j 

Tropical seai, beauty of, 16, 17. 

Tiai, 91. 

Tahad, Lake, 87. 

Tshadda trade, 853. 

Tiheobo (dye), 198. 

Tihibbu (currency), 900. 

Tahoko (currency), 192. 

Turkey bunards, 116, 195. 

Twa (town), 94. 

T*a Toia RiTBT. 93. 

Tyburn tree (Duketown), 122. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



Vullant, Le, ( French treTeUer), 1 IS. 
Vanderberg. Joshiu. Sll. 
V«pour, steamy, 213. 
VentriloquUm, FernandUn, \9S. 
Venua'g Girdle, SIO. 
Verd, Cape, 24. 
Verd, Cape, lalandi, 24. 
Vermujrden'a exploratioa (Caoilna), 

3a 
TuDO, Don Antonio d«, 189. 
Victoria Fort, 58. 
Volcanic nature of Fernando Po,137. 

of Kameroons, 16T. 

Voyage home, 809, 

"Wttc King," 19J. 

Warree country, 79. 

Warren, Admiral, 177, 

Waterloo River, 40. 

Wattle and dab (architeclure), 115. 

Water coDTeyance, 271. 

Wai, 252. 



Whalei (Fernando Po). 203, 
White, Mr., OD Madeira, 5. 
Whydah, 71,378. 
William, Point, 181, 

, Fort, S8. 

Willia, Rev. Dr.,on aU.es, 47, note. 

Winna-boa, 99. 

Winstanley Outfells, 80. 

Witchcraft, isa 

Woloof, 83. 

Woodo River. 23. 

Woorree (race), 171. 

Wo«8, gold of, 68. 

Wukari, inhibitaaU of, 87. 

TalooTnuie, S3. 
Tanda, country ot, 83. 

Yaws, 295. 

Yean Rirer, 87. 

Tola, 87. 

YcH-uba, country of, 370^ 271, 27S. 

, King of, 51, 270, 275. 

, aavinga' cluha in, 277. 

tribe, 39. 

■ ■ , wives of Uie King of| 51, 

875. 
Young Tonrn, 100. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



DR. BARTH'S AFRICAN TRAVELS AND DISCOVERIES: 

Juet pnbliihed. Three Tolnmes, Sro. witb 11 Uapi, 100 EngraTiDgs 

on Wood, and 36 Illugtrations in tinted Lithography, 

price G3b. ololli, 

lEAVELS AND DISCOVERIES 
NOETH AND CENTRAL AFRICA: 

Being a Journal of an Eipedition andertaken under the auspices of 
Her Britannic Hsjestj'B OoTemment in the Years IS^S^ISSS. 

HENRY BARTH, P=-D., D.C.L. 

FELLOW OF THE OBOORAPHICAL AND ASIATIC SOCIFT1E3, ETC. 
.fhHn Thb TatSB, Sept. i, 1857. 



Thb last ten jean have added 



interest no lesa than those of hu- 



f^ Yols, IT. and Y., completing the work, are In the preu. 
Londna ; LONGMAN, BEOWN, wid CO., Patamoster Row. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



CAPTAIN PARKER SNOWS MISSIONARY VOYAGE OF 

THE "ALLEN QARDKJER" TO TIERRA DEL 

FUEO O AND CAPE H ORN. 

Just published, in 3 vols, post Sto. vith 3 coloored Cliarts and 
6 lUustntiona in tinted lithc^rsphj, price iia. dotb, 

TWO TEARS' CEIJISE 

MISSIONARY YACHT ALLEN GARDINER, 

TIERRA DEL FDEGO, THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, 

PATAGONIA, AND THE KIVER PLATE. 

By "W. PABKEE SNOW". 

Aatbor of " VojBg* olthePriHeeJtiertin 8«arch of 8ir Jolin Frtuklin." 



. wUdi tba tDok to nIHn (• 

Tbt dwnMR oTtbg ntbv 

'- -->• iNdHt niHuw «a 

an tiudlii hil to — "•• 



I* MMBpM 1^ 

tilt Bnnuif of i -„« 

wtluir of Bia Dt ilia boAa Out nn pob- 

■[drit whldi Ktiutod » hhhij' nt tht p«^ 
•DH oinEid InQMmlDdldmtanflHi 
■nd fa* VTUH wlflt ko buanlBv » niUtqn 



Cniio* •IjriiinfMrMa 

£>%ta«(tf ttiSnuL , 

nan ihui migfat ba niHi«d: iba wlU 
■Bd ilolmt wtttbar if tEaMUud I» 
liindt, wUh ^^_^^AvM of Quir nariu- 

KtwPlit^ hntm nordV l!T<nd Uh 

oommoB nin of mn|lll( .n* idnD- 

toTM In Tiem U niao in niT InUnn- 
tnc. Diu m>loD It iwhu* tha moit 
•DnonUiuii I* tka WDtta, (tmi tlw 
lunBir In wU^tht ntarlnUnMH lb* 
r. «niai« ntuoi 



CwMo HhttM « 



In nkfin* bb itorT 
iHadtoSiliik Uui 



waSilr IM^^^V In Older 10 m- 
Tjunliu^Kl mStc^M Inok k <ni of 
dMcilfuoiL b'(^£'*^« la a* 

■orti of lU^ Hd PBDlh Oiu Id 3i8 pod- 
tin Inftrmntton Vbl£bg ooof 0L Ha 
•aania to taw and to lora Iba laa In an 
itauoadat and Ib tiOla tbs ilmot hit 

ttranaa toBtB, aod that paartoa for wild 
■droitnn.irudi hara dbcliigidiliad tbt 
raca to wbltfi ba btiouA frma tliadari oC 

■— "--■^n--- ■■■■ 

1 br the donbUiu of 

Sbr H* tba Htul tw£lB9t* 





thnadOal 
•ttnAoiIbi 

London! LONaMAN, BEOWN, and CO.. P»teroo«ter Eow. 



n,gN..(jNGoogle 



CENTRAL AMERICA-NICARAGUA, HONDURAS, &c. 

Just publialied, in S vols, post Sto. with Uhpa and SectioDS, 
price 16a. cloth, 

TRAVELS 

FREE STATES OFCBNTBAL AMERICA: 
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THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 



A Kea SdUian, with a new Portrait of Captain Sir R. M'Ckre, 

a coloured Chart, and Four Illustrations from Sketches 

bj Commander 8. Gurnej Cresswell, R.N., 

in One Volnroe, Eyo.priee 15s. eloli, 

THE DISCOVERY 

NORTH-WEST PASSAGE 

H-H.S. "INVESTIGATOR," CAPT. R. LE M. M'CLURE, 
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Sir Hoderick I. Mnrohison. 
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THE VOYA GE OF "THE RESOLUTE." 

Just gmblisbed, with a coloured Chart of the North-West Fmrage, 
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in tinted Lithoeraphy, and 24 EngraTiogs on Wood, 

in One Volume, 8to. price 21s. ololb, 

THE EVENTFUL VOYAGE 
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THE EESOLUTE 

ARCTIC REGIONS 

SIR JOHN FRANKIIN AND THE MISSING CREWS OP 

HER MAJESTY'S DISCOVERY SHIPS 

EREBUS AND TERROR, 1853, 1883, 1854. 

An Account of her being fallen in with b; an American Whaler 

after her abandonment in Barrow Straits, and of her 

presentation to Queen Victoria b; tlie 

Government of tbe United States. 

By GEORGE ¥. M'DOUGALL. Master, 

Late H.M.S. Rttolute. 
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